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Los Angeles Leaders Stand Unified 
for Increased Funding for After School Programs

March 18, 2016 - The Los Angeles City council unanimously passed a resolution authored by Councilmember 
David Ryu in support of AB 2663 (Cooper), a bill that would increase funding for California's Afterschool 
Education and Safety Programs (ASES). ASES programs have not seen an increase in funding since 2007, while 
the California consumer performance index (CPI) has increased by more than 19% and the state minimum 
wage has increased 33%.

The passing of the resolution was followed by a press conference that included: LA City councilmembers 
David Ryu, Bob Blumenfield and Nury Martinez; LAUSD School board members George Mckenna, Scott 
Schmerelson; LAUSD police Chief Steven K. Zipperman and dozens of families and after school program 
providers and staff.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti has publicly endorsed the bill and budget request to increase funding for 
ASES by $73 million. Program providers in attendance included A World Fit for Kids!, After-School All-Stars, 
ARC, Beyond the Bell, Boys and Girls clubs of Carson, Team Prime Time, EduCare Foundation, LA's BEST,
THINK Together and Woodcraft Rangers.

News media coverage:
"If no action is taken by the Legislature this year, nearly 110,000 LAUSD students - and 500,000 low-income 

youth in the state - would be affected. As early as next year, 50,000 students could lose access to the 
programs. As a result, supporters said, California could see more dropouts, higher crime and at-risk students 
being left behind."

-Beverly Press
"In fact, for low-income families and students, after-school and summer programs are not "extra" — they 
are essential. Yet, despite the indisputable success and need in Los Angeles, where 80 percent of public 
school students are poor, these programs are heading toward a fiscal crisis that will shut doors and strand 
children who are in the most peril, home alone or out on the streets."

-Los Angeles Daily News

Also featured on: LA Times, Hoy Los Angeles, LA School Report, Korea Times, The Daily Breeze, The Daily 
News, Patch, La Opinion, My News LA

MEDIA links:
LA Times: L.A. wants $1 more per student per day for after-school programs
LA Daily News: After-school programs need funds to help students thrive
LA Daily News: LA City Council behind LAUSD effort to increase after-school funding
LA Opinion: LAUSD: Los Programas Extra-Escoiares Necesitan Fondos
OC Register: We must continue investing in after-school programs
My News LA: 'Existential threat' to LAUSD after-school program? Council backs bill
LA School Report: More money sought for after-school programs
LA18: LAUSD and select after-school programs are protesting for more funds
Patch: LA City Council Backs Measure to Increase Funding for After-School Programs
Beverly Press: L.A. to Sacramento: Invest more in after school programs
LACOE: LACOE's support instrumental for after-school programs
Los Angeles Wave: Council backs legislation to fund after-school programs
LA Independent: Council backs bill to fund after-school programs
Hoy Los Angeles: Programas despues de escuela piden mayor presupuesto al gobernador Jerry Brown
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L.A. backs bill to fund after-school programs
District would get a 
S10 -million boost from 
the state for programs.

By Sonali Kohli

Just one more dollar. 
That’s what California law
makers are asking for — one 
more dollar per student, per 
day, for after-school pro
grams In the state.

That would raise the 
dally rate from $7.50 to $8.50, 
creating a $73.26-million in
crease for the 2016-17 school 
year. The Los Angeles Uhl- 
fled School District would 
get about $10 million more 
forafter-school programs.

The state has allocated 
the same amount of money 
to after-school programs 
across California since 2006 
through the After School 
Education & Safety Pro
gram, which voters ap
proved in 2002 through 
Proposition 49.

These programs enable 
parents to work full-time 
while their children are in a 
safe environment, and pro
vide academic and extracur
ricular support that stu
dents might not receive at 
home, L.A. city Councilman 
David Ryu said in a news 
conference this month after 
the City Council approved a

resolution supporting tne 
increase.

in me last 10 years, me 
cost or living nets increased, 
and LA. unified has 
adopted a mgner minimum 
wage or $is per hour tnait 
goes into exreci in July.

Tne arter-scnooi pro
gram distributed up to $550 
million annually to scnoois 
acrossme state, la. unified 
received $78.6 million for this 
schoolyear.

me program tunas after
school activities for about 
82,500 elementary and mid
dle school students in me 
district, including tutoring, 
sports and art. L.A. Unified 
will also use about $7,2 mil
lion from the district's gen
eral fund this schoolyear to 
accommodate additional 
students.

But as the costs orthese 
programs have increased 
and the nrnamg hasn't, pro
viders are finding them
selves having to whittle 
down their orrerings.

Take LAS Best, ror exam
ple, thedistricrsiargest pro
vider or after-school pro
grams. las Best is apuoiic- 
piivate partnership that 
gets most ofits funding Iran 
the After school Education 
& safety program. The or
ganization serves 104 
schools but has had to re
duce field tups ana Stan 
training over the last tew 
years, said Bile Gurna, 
president and enter execu
tive ofLA’s Best.

‘V?e omy nave me dollars 
to pay for tne time mat me 
starr are with the Has,” Gur
na said. “We’ve had to cut 
back to tne most basic train
ing around safety, child 
abuse reporting and basic 
youtn development prac
tices.” me extra training is 
necessary because the or
ganization often hires young 
people from the communi
ties me pro grams serve who 
need to learn how to effec
tively serve Has after school.

on March 16, me l.a. 
csiy council approved a res
olution supporting me mu.

SECOND-GRADERS at Ann Street Elementary School gainer mater] ala during
an aftei’-achool arts-and-crafts class run by program provider LA's Beet,

'We only have 
the dollars to pay 
for the time that 
the staff are with 
the kids. We’ve 
had to cut back to 
the most basic 
training.’

— Eric Gurna, 
LA’s Best president

AB 2663. me resolution is a 
symbolic gesture, it holds no 
weight but puts pressure on 
the Legislature to pass the 
bill, coming from tne city 
with tne state's largest 
school district.

These programs prevent 
some students from becom
ing casualties of the sChool- 
to-prison pipeline, l.a 
scnoois Police Department 
oiler Steven zipperman 
said during me news confer

ence.
“ir they’re not mere arter 

school... then they wiU be 
out in the streets." Zipper- 
man said. “And they’re ei- 
mer going to become a vic
tim or they’re going to be a 
subset later on.”

Gov. Jeny Brown’s pro
posed budget increases 
state K42 funding through 
me Local control Funding 
Formula, which gives local 
disoicts more power to de
cide howto spend state dol
lars and allocates additional 
money to low-income and 
other vulnerable students. 
But la. unified officials 
wrote in a letter to the gover
nor in September that those 
donars are still limited and 
mere are too many senooi- 
aay obligations ror mere to 
be Local Control Funding 
Formula money ror after
schoolfunding.

Brown’s office declined to 
comment on me bill. Howev
er, me administration op
poses state increases to ar- 
ter-schooi funding because 
they would come from the

same pot or money as Local 
control Funding Formula 
funds, said Department or 
Finance spokesman H.D. 
palmer.

A dollar more isa drop in 
the bucket but will stillhelp, 
said Alvaro Cortes, me exe
cutive director of Beyond 
the Ben, me district’s arter- 
school department. He said 
tne biggest cost increase 
comes from the tis-an-hour 
minimum wage me district 
will be required to pay em
ployees beginning this sum
mer, as well as continued in
creases in healthcare and 
supplies costa

‘That would stop the 
bleeding... but long-term so
lutions are necessary,” Cor
tes said, -we can’t ask ror a 
dollar every couple oryears.”

The hUlwouidrequirethe 
state to adjust grant funding 
annually based on cost-of- 
uving increases.
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TOgrams n
an the achievement and oppor
tunity gaps. As the largest school 
district in the state, the Los An
geles Unified School District 
also senes the largest number 
of students after school - nearly 
180,000 daily — including more 
than 25,000 in die LA’s BEST 
After School Enrichment Pro
gram through the state-funded 
ASES program,

LA’s BEST is a nationally 
recognized, community-based 
organization that works with the 
LAUSD and the dty of Los An
geles to ensure ourmoslunder- 
served students have equal oppor
tunities to achieve their fuD po
tential High quality after-school 
and summer programs increase 
academic achievement by pro
viding additional learning time, 
while also reducing the dropout 
rate and juvenile crime. Students, 
engaged through sports, music 
and art. are also kept safe.

Throughout California after 
school providers sene 400.000

students in need. For three hours 
or mote a day, these children 
receive academic and enrichment 
support, healthy meals and phys
ical activity. However, as casts 
continue to mount it is simply 
impossible tosustain the same 
scale and quality.

Please don’t shortchange chil
dren. Don’t take away opportuni
ties for additional learning, 
enrichment and safe supervision 
after school or during the Sum
mer, Sacramento must continue 
die commitment to the students 
of Los Angeles — and California 
— by increasing support for 
these programs. The dismissal 
bell shouldnt force any child to 
wander alone, face danger or he 
afraid until an adult gets home.

In fact for low-income fam- Created in 2002 by PropositkH 
Hies and students, after-scbool 49, ASES funding has remained
and summer programs are not the same daily flat rate of $7.50
“extra" — they are essential. Yet. per student for a decade. As a 
despite the indisputable success result, after-school programs 
and need in Los Angeles, where haw found it necessary to reduce 
80 percent of public school stu- staff hours and the number of
dents are poor, these programs enrichment activities, sene fewe 
arc heading toward a fiscal crisis children, and worst-they have 
that will shut doors and strand not been able to retain quality- 
children who are in the most staff
peril home alone orout on the in orderfor ASES programs to
streets. continue, it is imperative that the

The problem is easy to iden- state Legislature and Gov. Jerry 
tify. While costs have increased. Brawn adjust the funding to keei 
state funding has not. At risk are pace with cost of living increases 
programs that provide critical and expensive public mandates, 
services to kids with the highest These investments certainly
needs and fewest resources. pay off. After-school and summei 
Sacramento can fix tiiis by learning and enrichment oppor-
increasing the funding formula trinities arc an important part ol 
for the After School Education a child’s educational and social 
and Safety- program. Invest, at development, 
the minimum, enough to cover Students who regularly attend 
rising costs including for man- these programs gain up to 90 
datory sick leave for part-time additional days of learning time,
workers and the recent bnmp to which is mission-critical if the 
$10 in the hourly minimum wage, state seeks to make real impacts

The dismissal bell rings Chil
dren rush to participate in after
school programs. With the help 
of tutors, these students improve 
in readingand math. In addition 
to homework help, they are also 
exposed to art, music, sports and 
other popular activities, which 
increase motivation to come to 
school every day. And sometimes 
that nutritious snack is their last 
bit of food forthe day. Most 
important, they are supervised 
and safe.

Without question, after-school 
and summer programs succeed, 
e^ieciatiy with students living 
in poverty- The results should 
be rewarded with increased state 
funding instead these initia
tives lose those battles even as 
tliey document gains in academ
ics, creativity, health, socializa
tion and maturity.

Strve Zimmer is president qf 
the Los Angeles Unified School 
District board. Eric Gurna 
is president and CEO of LA’s 
BEST After School Enrichment 
Program.
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PRESS STATEMENT

GOVERNOR BROWN AND STATE LEGISLATURE MUST ACT NOW TO 
SUPPORT AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS OR RISK DISMANTLING AN 

INFRASTRUCTURE BUILT OVER TWO DECADES
More than fifty thousand students throughout California could lose critical programs.

California - This week, California’s State Senate and Assembly will make decisions on current 

legislative budget issues - after school being one of them - that will have an impact on hundreds of thousands of 

residents. The California After School Alliance (CA3) wants the State Legislature to know that more than 

400,000 children and their working families, after school providers and their employees - many of whom live in 

and come from the communities that they serve - are counting on them to do the right thing by prioritizing After 

School Education and Safety (ASES) programs.

ASES programs operate at schools where more than 80% of the students qualify for the Free and Reduced 

Price Meals (FRPM) program. They provide quality, academically enriching and engaging after school activities 

in a safe setting. They offer essential learning opportunities for English Language Learners (ELLs) and 

communities of color. More importantly, they work to close the achievement gap by providing low-income 

students up to 115 additional days of learning. ASES programs also help working parents who rely on after school 

activities to keep their children safe, so that they can work longer hours to support their families.

Despite the need, for nearly a decade, ASES programs have operated within a flat daily rate of $7.50 per 

student with no adjustment for the cost of living, while the California Consumer Price Index (CPI) has increased 

by 19%, the state minimum wage has increased by 33% (at $10 per hour and is expected to increase to $15 within 

the next five years), and state law now requires employers to offer 3 days of annual sick leave. Under the current 

financing structure, after school programs will have to operate with annual deficits of $10,000 — $15,000 or more 

per site, which they cannot afford to do. To put this into perspective, it is important to point out that after school 

enrichment programs, which offer homework assistance, sports, dance, art, STEM, nutrition, and more, are 

operating at a rate of $7.50, while today, babysitters charge $ 15 per hour.

If no action is taken by the Legislature this year, nearly half a million low-income youth in California will 

be affected, and as early as next year 50,000 could lose access to these programs. As a result, California could see 

more dropouts, higher crime, and at-risk students being left behind.

Over the past two decades, California rose as a national leader in providing safe, educational 

opportunities for students after school. With this funding crisis, we are rapidly sliding backwards in our



Thousands of California students at risk of losing after school programs 
Page 2 of 2

commitment to ensure equitable educational support for students in this state. These programs are critical to the 

success of all of our efforts in California - implementing new standards, supporting English Language Learners, 

and engaging families. The state needs to step up and do the right thing by making a modest investment to save 

our after school programs.

For more information about the Save After School Education and Safety (ASES) campaign visit 

www.saveafterschool.com or the campaign’s Facebook and Twitter pages at 

https://www.facebook.com/SaveAfterschoolCA and https://twitter.com/SaveAfterschlCa.

# # #

About Us
California After School Advocacy Alliance (CA3) is an alliance of organizations are (1) dedicated to promoting 
legislative and administrative policies, both state and federal, that enhance the quality and accessibility of after
school programs in California, including the protection of funding for the state’s After School Education and 
Safety Program, and (2) actively engaged and/ or represented in the State Capitol.

The Partnership for Children & Youth (PCY) is coordinating the effort to increase funding for After School 
Education and Safety Programs. PCY is a California-based non-profit that supports communities, schools and 
government agencies to work together as unified systems to ensure all children have the learning, health and 
social supports they need to succeed in school and life.

http://www.saveafterschool.com
https://www.facebook.com/SaveAfterschoolCA
https://twitter.com/SaveAfterschlCa


WE HAVE OVER 
400,000 REASONS.

Background:
California’s After School Education and Safety (ASES) programs serve more than 400,000 students daily from 4,000 
elementary and middle schools.These programs deliver meaningful academic and enrichment activities, keep kids 
safely off the streets during the prime time for crime involving children, and offer essential child care for working 
parents.These programs operate at the highest poverty schools—those with an average of over 80% of students 
participating in the free and reduced-price meals program.

While the costs, demands, and expectations of ASES programs have consistently increased, the funding has remained 
stagnant for a decade. Since 2007, the California Consumer Price Index has increased 19%, the state minimum wage 
has increased 33%, and state law now requires employers to offer 3 days of annual sick leave. Over the same time 
period, the ASES daily rate of $7.50 per student has not increased and there has been no cost of living adjustment.

We asked the after school field to tell us about the impact of nearly a decade of 
flat ASES funding, almost 700 responses later, here are the results:

92% 29%
of respondents have 
been negatively 
impacted by the flat 
funding.

are very likely to close 
in the next two years 
without an increase in 
the daily rate.

86%
find it more difficult 
to attract and retain 
highly qualified staff.

64%
of respondents have 
reduced staff hours.

“Most babysitters are 
requesting $10-15 
per hour to care for a 
child.Yet, ASES 
grantees continue to 
receive only $7.50/ 
day for three hours of 
care.”

“We are 
running a deficit 
of approximately 
$40,000 from 
the ASES sites.”

“We have had a 70% 
staff turnover rate 
since September, 
which makes it 
difficult to have 
quality staff.”

"Our Site 
Coordinators used 
to be full time, 
benefited staff, but 
now we've had to 
reduce hours and 
not offer benefits "

The Partnership for Children &Youth works to ensure that California’s most underserved children and youth 
have access to high quality educational opportunities that prepare them for a successful future by bridging school 
districts, community organizations, and government agencies.To learn more about our work, visit our website: 
www.partnerforchildren.org.

G

PARTNERSHIP FOR 
CHILDREN & YOUTH

http://www.partnerforchildren.org


Survey:
In February 2016, the Partnership for Children & Youth, distributed our second-annual online survey to expanded 
learning programs across the state to measure the impact of the current ASES daily rate with increasing cost pressures, 
including the second minimum wage increase that went into effect January 1,2016.676 respondents completed the 
survey, 95% (631) of whose programs receive ASES funding. 72% (455) of the respondents took the time to fill out 
descriptive responses directly speaking to the specific negative impacts in their community.The survey respondents 
represented more than 250 school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools reflecting the diversity of 
the state; urban to rural districts, multi-district to single school programs, and programs operated both by districts and 
community-based organizations. For the full survey results and additional quotes from service providers, visit 
www.partnerforchildren.org/2016ASESSurvey.

of respondents have 
reduced the number 
of enrichment 
activities offered.

cite a reduction 
in professional 
development.

64%
are not able to 
meet the demand 
of students on the 
waiting list.

“We have not been 
able to take our 
students on a single 
field trip in over 4 
years.”

“Reducing hours has 
made it impossible to 
provide necessary staff 
training to support 
new state standards 
and programs like dual 
immersion."

“We currently serve 
approximately 3,200 
students daily with 
waiting lists totaling 
approximately I.000+."

of respondents are 
serving fewer kids 
than last year.

This figure 
represents a 46% 
increase from the 
same question on 
last years survey.

Implications for California Students, Families, and Communities:
• Negative Impacts to underserved schools and communities are worsening rapidly - the extremely high 

and consistent survey response rate as well as significant increases in reductions and cuts in only 
one year demonstrates the urgent need for legislative action.

• Reduced program quality - fewer students served means more high-poverty communities have 
students with nowhere to be after school, exacerbating an already significant unmet need.

• Reduced access and safety- more high-poverty communities have students with nowhere to be after 
school, exacerbating an already significant unmet need.

• Hard-working and diverse educators are being pushed out - workers are having their hours and 
benefits cut, and being forced to leave a high need sector.

■ In less than two years, hundreds of thousands of students could be left with nowhere safe to go 
after school, no tutoring, no access to healthy meals, no access to sports/music/art, and fewer caring 
adults to support their educational success.

For the latest information on the ASES campaign, as well as resources and advocacy tools, visit
www.saveafterschool.com

http://www.partnerforchildren.org/2016ASESSurvey
http://www.saveafterschool.com

