
MOTION HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH AND EDUCATION
LA’s BEST (Better Educated Students for Tomorrow) was created in 1988 by Mayor Tom 

Bradley as an after-school program that provides activities and programming at safe locations until 
6 p.m. The program serves over 25,000 children in Los Angeles between the ages of five and 
twelve at 194 elementary school sites in neighborhoods most vulnerable to gangs, drugs, and crime 
and at schools with the lowest student test scores. In Fiscal Year 2014-15, LA’s BEST received 
$46,923,393 in funding with the majority of funds (62 percent) from the State. The City contributed 
3.1 percent or $1,454,625.

Activities in LA’s BEST provide opportunities for children to build skills and develop peer 
and adult relationships through engaging activities that inspire a love of learning. Programs are 
highly customized and are based on students’ needs, including: homework help, learning activities 
that boost core academic skills, new activities, and a nutritious snack. Programs include the After 
School Arts Program, BEST Fit, Connecting With Success, KidTech, LA’s BEST Celebrate 
Science Program, LA84 Foundation Sports Program, Science Explorer, and Young Authors. LA’s 
BEST also coordinates citywide events such as the Autumn KidFest, Celebrate Science Fair, 
Community Jam Against Violence, and the Family Health Festival.

LA’s BEST operates programs that are beneficial to working families. While these 
programs have not always received optimal amounts of funding, they continue to prove to be 
highly beneficial to thousands of students throughout Los Angeles. Given the importance of these 
programs to the social and academic development of young people residing in the City, the Council 
should request that representatives from LA’s BEST report on efforts in support of LA’s children.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council request representatives of LA’s BEST to 
report on matters including, but not limited to, the following: status of current programs, funding 
by agency, best practices for after-school programming, coordination efforts with the City, and 
other matters as may be appropriate.
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