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March 14, 2017

The Honorable Joe Buscaino, Chair 
Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee 
Los Angeles City Council

c/o Michael Espinosa 
City Clerk
City Hall, Room 395

PAPER STREETS IMPROVEMENT / PUBLIC NOTICE OF B PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
COUNCIL FILE NO. 16-0421

Dear Councilmember Buscaino and Honorable Members:

On June 27, 2016, the Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee approved a 
Council Motion (CF16-0421) directing the Bureau of Engineering (BOE), with the 
assistance of Department of City Planning (DCP) and the City Attorney, to report with 
recommendations for an ordinance to mandate public notice of B-Permit applications of 
“paper streets”. A paper street is one that has been dedicated as a public right-of-way, 
but, does not have an actual paved roadway. Subsequently, the full Council adopted the 
same motion on June 29, 2016.

BACKGROUND

Section 12.21 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code requires that developers in 
designated Hillside Areas either have an existing paved roadway of 20 foot wide 
more, or improve such roadways to provide a minimum 20 foot wide continuous 
roadway to the boundary of the Hillside Area. Some hillside lots front on unpaved paper 
streets. Developers of lots that front on paper streets are required to construct a paved 
roadway to Hillside Street Limited standards before receipt of a certificate of occupancy. 
A B-Permit from BOE is the mechanism for developers to provide this required 
Although paper streets can lie anywhere in the City, the vast majority of them lie in 
areas subject to the Hillside Ordinance.
Committee will focus on hillside areas with paper streets.

The Council, in its motion, expresses concern for impacts felt by abutting and nearby 
residents associated with specialized vehicles, equipment, and workers. The Council

or

access.

Thus, these recommendations to the
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asked for recommendations for notifying residents within the vicinity of the 
improvements to allow them sufficient opportunity to protect their legitimate interests 
while ensuring public safety and protecting public interest.

For subdivision applications, DCP presently requires that the applicant inform all 
property owners and tenants within a 500-foot radius. For Zoning Administrator (ZA) 
cases, the applicant is required to notify the property owners and tenants for the lots 
immediately abutting and those across the right-of-way of their project. In contrast, by
right, single family Hillside developments usually do not require any notification. 
Therefore, this Motion intends to notify and help inform existing Hillside residents of the 
improvement of paper streets that may cause an inconvenience or affect their interests.

Any roadway widening, including areas subject to the Hillside Ordinance requires that 
the developer apply for a B-Permit from BOE. B-Permit plans must be stamped by a 
private engineer, licensed by the state of California. Before a building permit for such 
projects can be cleared by BOE, the applicant must submit a B-Permit plan review 
package which includes, a preliminary set of plans, a surety bond and fee deposits.

RECOMMENDATION

To help residents be more informed and aware of street improvement projects that 
propose to improve paper streets in Hillside areas, the following is recommended:

1. Request the City Attorney draft an ordinance to revise LAMC Section 62.105, 
including the following:

a. Require B-Permit applicants in Hillside areas to mail (registered or certified) a 
“Notification of Public Roadway Construction” form (attached) to property 
within a 500-foot radius of the proposed street improvements of a paper street, 
prior to the submission of the B-Permit plan review package.

b. Require B-Permit applicants in Hillside areas provide proof of this notification to 
the BOE prior to the review of the B-Permit plan review package.

If you have any questions, please contact Carl Mills, of my staff, at (213) 482-6701.

Sincerely,

owners

Gary Lee Moore, PE, ENV SP 
City Engineer
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Attachment
Ted Jordan, City Attorney’s Office 
Julia Duncan, Planning 
Craig Weber, Planning 
Ted Allen, Bureau of Engineering
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