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May 25, 2016 
 

City Council of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street       SENT VIA EMAIL PRIOR 
Los Angeles, CA 90012      TO COUNCIL ACTION 

 
RE: Cumulus Project (Council File: 16-0439 & 16-0439-S1) 

 
Dear Council Members: 

 
Anyone looking for a project that crystalizes the City of Los Angeles’ Wild Wild West development 
approval process needn’t look any further than Cumulus. 

 
Without anything that remotely approaches legal justification, the Applicant proposes a 29-story 
skyscraper at the Jefferson/La Cienega intersection that any commuter en route to LAX knows is 
synonymous with gridlock, where the closest building within a 2-mile radius is less than one-fourth its 
proposed height, where affected single-family and small-scale multi-unit residences are a literal stones-
throw away, where a critical flood channel is directly adjacent to the property, and where traffic operates 
at the worst level measurable. 

 
The justification for this egregious abuse of process and law is the proximity of the project site to a mass 
transit line, even though the City Council had adequate notice of a pending mass transit project along the 
Exposition Right-of-Way when it adopted the current West Adams-Baldwin Hills-Leimert Community 
Plan, which defines the current zoning code. 

 
Among other specifics, the code designates the site (and surrounding properties) for light industrial 
manufacturing to serve a city-recognized need, while making community-serving retail such as grocery 
stores and sit-down restaurants permissible. It limits the height and density of the project. 

 
The Applicant’s requested approvals/amendments are to permit an unprecedented residential skyscraper 
with luxury housing that is 320 feet tall. Interestingly, not a single comment received for the project from a 
member of the public speaks to the need or benefit of the residential skyscraper. The only comments for 
the project that public supporters have mentioned relate to the 100,000 square feet of the development 
that can be achieved if the project is built within current code. The 1,600,000 square feet of luxury 
housing lack a single word of public support in the record! 

 
This inconceivable up zoning of a property is not only undoubtedly illegal and audacious, it is a slap in 
the face to the mandated process of public engagement, agency review, and complete and accurate study 
of area-wide impacts, capacity and appropriate uses that the City has been engaged in for the project area 
for over 18 years, and specifically at the site and surrounding properties for the last 3 years. 

 
The Cumulus project sets a dangerous precedent that will reverberate throughout the region. The mere 
proposition by the developer, Carmel Partners, serves as a warning shot to every community in close 
proximity of an operating or proposed mass transit project in the City of Los Angeles.  

 
In approving a project that is 9 times taller and drastically more dense than the currently zoning 
limitations, and nearly four-times taller and 25% more dense than the proposed maximum height in the 
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draft West Adams-Baldwin Hills-Leimert Community Plan Implementation Overlay District Jefferson/La 
Cienega Transit Oriented Development Subdistrict initiated by the City Council to now allow housing due 
to the opening of the light rail station, the message to the public would be: we make the laws so that we 
can break the laws. 

 
By operating with essentially no zoning code, or more accurately with a zoning code that is what the 
developer wants it to be, the City Council would kneecap its ability to create a code that incentivizes 
affordable housing or good-paying construction jobs that provide opportunities to the existing local 
residents, or allows the City to fulfill other public policy objectives. 

 
The project’s absence of any affordable housing in an city that is the most unaffordable in the entire 
country and the absence of any project labor agreement or substantive community benefits package in an 
local area with high rates of unemployment sets back the stated goals of City Council.  

 
Furthermore, the imposition of a project that floods the area with over 1,200 residential units that are 
market-rate and above the community’s median income, let alone the county’s median income, the 
indirect displacement that the project will bring makes the community less affordable, will damage the 
cultural integrity of the historic community of color, and will create a litany of adverse impacts that cannot 
be mitigated. The impact of indirect displacement was completely ignored in the environmental analysis 
of the project. A study of the health and social impacts of indirect displacement was conducted for a 
project in the City of Los Angeles, The Reef. In the analysis section one need only replace the words “The 
Reef” with “Cumulus” for applicability. 

 
Additionally, the project’s description and multiple changes and descriptions up to the City Council 
Planning Land Use and Management Committee hearing yesterday, has made it impossible for the public 
to effectively participate. And we further affirm and restate our strenuous objection to the deliberate and 
flagrant violation of Crenshaw Subway Coalition’s due process rights by purposefully failing to provide 
notice of City Planning Commission’s Determination Letter in early April. Additionally, all references in 
our 30 page comment letter submitted into the record at the May 10 PLUM meeting, which reference the 
Draft Environmental Impact Report are equally applicable to the Final Environmental Impact Report for 
the project. 
 
The Project approvals must be denied, including those that have not been, but should have been made 
available prior to the agendized council action, including but not limited to the conditional use permits. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/S/ DAMIEN GOODMON 
Damien Goodmon 
Executive Director  


