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August 7, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

DearChairman Huizar and Members of the City Council:

We were so proud to stand shoulder to shoulder with you in the fall and call this City to a future without 
street homelessness. Now we are writing on behalf of the broad coalition that worked to secure real 
resources to end homelessness across Los Angeles to urge the PLUM Committee to deny the CEQA 
appeal filed by El Mercado in regards to the Lorena Plaza project. Approving the appeal would deny Los 
Angeles voters the mandate and action they overwhelmingly supported with Proposition HHH (76%) and 
Measure H (69.24%). This is a critical time for the LA City Council to affirm its commitment to building 
Permanent Supportive Housing for over 10,000 individuals, veterans, and families experiencing 
homelessness over the next 10 years. This effort continues in Boyle Heights with you as our champion.

The Lorena Plaza project has the critical support it needs to move forward. The Boyle Heights 
Neighborhood Council, the LA City Planning Department and the LA County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority have all expressed their support for building housing for people experiencing homelessness, as 
well as for low-income families, for which 50% of units will be designated. .

I hope your careful analysis of the Council file and work done thus far will lead you to deny the appeal 
and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

1 o
lU. '■J

Antonia Hernandez 
President & CEO
California Community Foundation

Gary Toebben 
President & CEO 
Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce

Elise Buik
President & CEO
United Way of Greater L.A.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SCANPHJulie Mungai 
Board President 
National CORE

Southern California Association of Non Profit HousingAlex Russell 
Board-Vice President 
Many Mansions

August 8, 2017
Dana Trujillo 
Board Treasurer 
Skid Row Housing Trust

>
Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

Rachel Rosner 
Board Secretary 
Bocarsty Emden Cowan 
Esmait & Arndt LLP

Ed Holder 
At Large
Mercy Housing California

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project
Holly Benson 
Abode Communities

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:
Tara Barauskas
Community Corporation of Santa 
Monica The Southern California Association of Nonprofit Housing (SCANPH) and its 1500 organizational 

members are committed partners with public officials in our long-standing fight to end our 
region's homelessness crisis through the development of Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH). As 
nonprofit developers, our members know first-hand the challenges associated with siting these 
projects and misguided opposition to PSH. As such, we must express our concerns about the 
usage of CEQAto block the proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project, which would help Los Angeles 
address the homeless crisis the city is experiencing.

Cecile Chalifour
Law Income Investment Fund

Nancy Conk

Diep Do
California Housing Partnership 
Corporation

Nina Dooley 
UNC Housing As you know, voters made a firm commitment to solving homelessness through the passage of 

Proposition HHH and Measure H. As the association that represents nonprofit developers, 
SCANPH is dedicated to ensuring that new funding commitments associated with PSH are not met 
with siting issues that block much-needed projects. Undoubtedly, the siting of PSH in the next 10 
years will be an ongoing challenge for both public officials and SCANPH members. Consequently, 
the Lorena Plaza project is symptomatic of a larger issue that concerns all of our members in their 
efforts to be responsible developers. The project in question ticks all the right boxes and it would 
be a troubling development for the success of HHH/H if Lorena Plaza is not approved, as it is an 
appropriately sized and designed project for Boyle Heights that deserves swift approval.

Anne Friedrich
Menorah Housing Foundation

Dora Leong Gallo 
A Community of Friends

Dawn Lee
Neighborhood Housing Services of 
the Inland Empire

Sarah Letts
Hollywood Community Housing 
Corporation SCANPH would add that A Community of Friends, the developer behind the Lorena Plaza project, 

is an exemplary member of SCANPH and a committed advocate whose high quality housing and 
responsive management leads to developments that will add value to our neighborhoods. We 
urge the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed 
by the Rosados. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require 
more than this determination. The appellant has also consistent raised issues related to the 
mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition. SCANPH urges you to 
deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Nora Mender
Oronge County Community Housing 
Corporation

Anita Nelson
SRQ Housing Corporation

Bill Pavao

Welton Smith 
Jamboree Housing

Sincerely,
Takao Suzuki
Little Tokyo Service Center

Jacqueline Waggoner 
Enterprise Community Partners

Alan Greenlee 
Executive Director
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August 7, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
C/o City Clerk

Fa m 11 y
Crists
Cenfer

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

DearChairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

As 1736 Family Crisis Center's CEO and Executive Director of 34 years, I want to take a 
moment to commend you personally for the great strides you have made and initiatives 
spearheaded on behalf of the homeless. As I believe you know, our organization has locations 
throughout Los Angeles City and Los Angeles County and shelters and cares for homeless 
veterans and their families, human trafficking victims, domestic violence victims, and children 
who find themselves homeless and on the brutal streets. I'm writing regarding the Lorena 
Plaza project, which I realize has been a subject of some controversy. While I certainly don't 
pretend to know the ins and outs of the issues and pressures faced by decision makers for the 
project, I did want to weigh in, re my experience with A Community Of Friends (ACOF).

Board of Directors

Officers

President
Robert E. Smith
R.E. Smith & Associates,
Owner

First Vice President & 
Secretary 
Terry Eddy 
Retired, International 
Code Council

We work together in the field day-to-day, and I also have had opportunity to work with their 
leadership when, for eight years, I was privileged to serve as elected Chair of the City of Los 
Angeles Domestic Violence Task Force. As you can imagine, our agencies individually and 
together have encountered issues of political sensitivity and logistical complexity over the 
years, but always with what I have considered a mature eye to resolution, relationship 
building, and community progress.

Second Vice President 
& Assistant Secretary 
Alex Steinberg 
Steinberg and Foster, 
Attorneys at Law .

Chief Financial Officer 
Cozette Vergari 
Vergarl & Associates

If there is a way to allow the Lorena Plaza project to proceed, I believe it will add an important 
layer of advancement in our collective efforts to reduce homelessness. My hope is that in the 
long run we all will view the outcomes as well worth having tackled the challenges. From my 
personal experience with ACOF, I sense they'll work with the community and government to 
make it so, whatever it takes.

Members

Wendell Barner 
Personal Investor/ 
Entrepreneur Thank you again for all that you do to further our care for families, children, and adults who 

are dedicated to turning their lives around, getting and keeping jobs, reducing reliance on 
public benefits, and achieving longterm housing and life stability.

Ernestine Frazier 
Retired, Los Angeles 
Unified School District

I would be delighted to provide any further perspective, and I can be reached at (323) 737
3900 x 203.

Renate Flild 
Westchester Vltallzation 
Corporation

Warm regards,Ronald C.Troupe 
President Emeritus 
Retired, Unisys 
Corporation

CEO & Executive 
Director
Carol A. Adelkoff

Carol A. Adelkoff
CEO and Executive Director

24 Hour Hotlines: (310)379-3620 010)370-5902 (213) 745-6434 (213)222-1237 (562)388-7652 www.1736fcc.om
fax: (323) 737-39932116 Arlington Avenue, Suite 200, Los Angeles, California 90018 (323) 737-3900

http://www.1736fcc.om


communities

August 4, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk clerk.plumcommittee(S|acitv.org

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project and to urge the Planning and Land Use Management 
Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project would help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis the City is 
experiencing. Half of the apartments would also be dedicated to veterans and their families. As you 
know, this project is similar in size to many ofher affordable housing projects in the City of Los Angeles 
which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not 
significant enough to require more than this determination. The appellant has also consistently raised 
issues related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition.

At Abode Communities, our organization has been rooted in community development throughout the 
greater Los Angeles since 1968, More than an affordable housing provider, our work fosters a culture of 
housing inclusion by integrating families and individuals with neighborhoods so communities at-large 
can thrive. We believe in the reputation and work of A Community of Friends and trust that they have 
incorporated any legitimate community concerns into their plan, and that Lorena Plaza would add value 
to the neighborhood.

I urge you to deny the appeal and allow this noteworthy project to proceed and provide much needed 
affordable housing to Los Angeles' veterans and their families.

Sincerely,

Robin Hughes 
President & CEO

! ] S 4 ,4



Abundant Housing k

August 14, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

To whom it may concern,

We are writing to you to state our strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing 
development, the Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015- 
1998-DB. We urge the city to reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan (MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much 
needed dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be 
addressed if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it 
clear that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax 
themselves to fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This 
project, dedicating half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will 
make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to 
major employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable 
neighborhood amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

This project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, we urge the city to reject the 
appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Best Regards,

The Abundant Housing LA Steering Committee:

h OH -'WK/

Brent Gaisford 
3236 Hutchison Ave 
Los Angeles 90034

Mark Vallianatos 
3591 Canada St 
Los Angeles 90065

CO v

Matt Dixon
620 W Wilson Ave, Unit H 
Glendale 91203

Abundant Housing LA
Housing for all
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Gabe RoseMark Edwards 
1174 N Curson Ave, #8 
West Hollywood 90046

Leonora Yetter 
1013 16th St, Unit 102 
Santa Monica 90403

Ross Zelen

Abundant Housing LA
Housing for all
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Email: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

August 8, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM]
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee (PLUM] to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados.

My name is Robert Zardeneta. I currently serve as the Executive Director of CALO YouthBuild, 
a national affiliate of YouthBuild USA and a high performing YouthBuild Charter School of 
California. The CALO YouthBuild Program hopes to transform the community by providing 
youth an opportunity to receive a culturally relevant education through a high school diploma 
themed in social justice, community development, and environmental studies; access to post 
secondary education and advanced training; green building and manufacturing training; and 
locally grown food access and distribution training.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis 
the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their 
families. We have supported the proposed project since 2013. During this time, we have 
hosted Community Forums at our site in partnership with the developer and have attended 
several others in various locations throughout the community. At these meetings our staff 
and students were shocked and appalled at some of the discriminatory statements made in 
public testimony where a small group of individuals spoke disparagingly about the homeless 
population and those suffering from mental illness in our community. We also were 
disappointed that these individuals would use CEQA as a pretext for their discriminatory 
concerns.

As a life long resident of the East Los Angeles/ Boyle Heights community, I can testily to the 
grave need for Permanent Supportive Housing as well as additional supportive services and 
resources to our homeless brothers and sisters in our community especially for those with

CALO Inc. 3626 E. 5th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90063 (323) 261-2800
www.caloacademy.org

mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org
http://www.caloacademy.org


mental health issues. One only has to look at the overwhelming community support for the 
passage of HHH and Measure H.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the 
City of Los Angeles, which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified 
in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require more than this determination. The 
appellant has also consistent raised issues related to the mental health status of the proposed 
tenants, belying their true opposition. I urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to 
proceed. Please feel free to contact me by phone at (323) 497-3575 or electronically at 
Robert@caloinc.org, if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Robert Zardeneta

Robert Zardeneta 
Executive Director

CALO Inc. 3626 E. 5th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90063 (323) 261-2800
www.caloacademy.org

mailto:Robert@caloinc.org
http://www.caloacademy.org
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CHRYSALIS
a nonprofit organization Changing Lives Through Jobs

August 3, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503-Lorena Plaza projectRE:

DearChairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use Management 
Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Appellants representing El Mercado de Los Angeles 
("El Mercado").

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will reserve half of its apartments for formerly homeless individuals 
and families, which will help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the 
apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their families.

We applaud your hard work to champion Proposition HHH last year, a successful effort that was championed 
by a broad coalition across the City. Los Angeles needs more affordable housing, especially for those 
experiencing homelessness.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the City of Los Angeles 
which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not 
significant enough to require more than this determination. I urge you to deny the appeal and allow the 
project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Mark Loranger 
President & C.E.O.

13545 Van Nuys Blvd J Suite I j Pacoima, CA 91331522 S Main Sc | Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Ph: 2 \3.806,6300 Fax: 2 f 3,895,0073

1853 Lincoln Blvd | Santa Monica, CA 90404
. j ' 0.'t ! ,9-100 Fa.it: 3 ! 0.3 ?? C-. 14 H 7f



Covenant
House
California

August 7th, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use Management 
Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project is help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis the City is 
experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their families.

As a "Housing First" provider, ourselves, we are extremely concerned about the potential precedent that this 
opposition could present to any and all agencies and developers who are attempting to house our city's 
homeless population, and create more living spaces for those in needs. Our city's voters have made it clear, 
through the votes on HHH and H, that this is a critical priority for them, as I know it is for you as well.

We believe there is a clear agenda by CEQA, who is using this project, and others, for their own agendas, and 
has already significantly impaired major development projects that our city desperately needs. The manner in 
which representatives from CEQA have publicly referred to people in need of housing ("putting our children 
at-risk", etc.) is offensive, and shows a real lack of compassion for the plight of the thousands of people in our 
city experiencing homelessness.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the City of Los Angeles 
which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not 
significant enough to require more than this determination. The appellant has also consistent raised issues 
related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition. I urge you to deny 
the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

5—.
3

Ml Bedrossian, MSW
President & CEO, Covenant House California
BBedrossian@CovCa.org
323-461-3131

mailto:BBedrossian@CovCa.org
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August 14, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

C.F. 16-0S03 — Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

On behalf of the Corporation for Supportive Housing (CSH), I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza 
project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA 
appeal filed by El Mercado.

As a partner committed to ending homelessness, we commend the City’s leadership toward achieving this 
common goal and thank you for your commitment in passing Measure HHH — a historic achievement that 
will create homes for the most vulnerable while helping to build strong, healthy communities.

As you are aware, in the city of Los Angeles, on any given night, 34,000 men, women and children are 
experiencing homelessness—a 20% increase since last year. Last fall, LA voters also confirmed their 
commitment to addressing homelessness by supporting Measure HHH—$ 1.2 billion dollar bond with the 
primary purpose of housing our fellow' Angelenos. Additionally , Measure H, also overwhelmingly 
supported by LA voters, dedicates a quarter cent sales tax to fund services for new supportive housing. 
Because of these initiatives, we are now more urgently tasked to house people experiencing 
homelessness—a task that requires urgent action, namely the creation of supportive housing units.

A Community of Friends is an established community partner endeavoring to end homelessness through 
supportive housing. The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the homeless 
crisis the City is experiencing and is the realization of what LA residents voted to do when casting their 
ballots last fall. Half of the apartments will be dedicated for veterans and their families.

I urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed — providing homes, and ending 
homelessness, for forty nine vulnerable Angeleno households.

Sincerely,

David Howden 
Associate Director, CSH LA

mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org


DOWNTOWN WOMEN'S CENTER

442 South San Pedro Street 
Los Angeles, California 90013 
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August 4, 2017

Chairman Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) 

City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
do City Clerk
clerk.plumcommittee@lacitv.org

C.F. 16-0503-Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados.

As the Executive Director of an agency that has been working to address women’s homelessness 
in the Skid Row neighborhood of Los Angeles for 38 years, I feel strongly that the long-term 
solutions to homelessness must include the development of permanent supportive housing.

The homeless crisis is visible throughout Los Angeles, including Council District 14, where this 
project is located. With the passage of Measure H and Proposition HHH, the voters have 
demonstrated that they want homeless to be significantly reduced in Los Angeles. That will only 
be possible if we allow permanent supportive housing projects to be developed throughout the 
City, including this project.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis the 
City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their families.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the City, 
which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal 
are not significant enough to require more than this determination. The appellant has also 
consistently raised issues related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, exposing 
their true opposition. I urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

^ "i lit*- !-

Anne Miskey 
Chief Executive Officer

mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacitv.org


August 8, 2017

Via Email to clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

S Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

East LA
Community
Corporation

RE: C.F. 16-0503 — Lorena Plaza Project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

On behalf of the East LA Community Corporation (ELACC) and our allied 
membership of over 1,000 community residents, clients, and tenants, I am 
writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project proposed by A Community of 
Friends (ACOF), and to urge the Planning and Land Use Management 
Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados of El 
Mercado.

Alfred Frai/o, Jr. 
Board Chair 

Sheppard Mullin, LLP

Alfredo Izmajtovich 
Vice Chair 

Chavez Foundation

ELACC is a community development corporation that is focused on 
advocating for economic and social justice in Boyle Heights and East Los 
Angeles by building grassroots leadership, developing affordable housing and 
neighborhood assets, and providing access to economic development 
opportunities for low and moderate income families. Boyle Heights and East 
LA are largely renter occupied low-income Latino neighborhoods with an 
aging housing stock. The current high cost of housing has Los Angeles as 
second in the nation with highest rates of chronically homeless folks and 
homeless veterans. The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project is helping Los 
Angeles address the homeless crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the 
apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their families. We hope that 
you can take into account the need for housing in our city, especially after the 
overwhelming support for Measures HHH & H.

Lynn Hansen 
Treasurer 

CDFI Assessment & 
Rating System

Araceli Sandoval-Gonzalez 
Secretary 

Eariy Edge California

Desolina Avila 
Board Member 

WellsFargo Bank

Frandne Flores 
Board Member 

US Bank

Guillermina Gonzalez 
Board Member 

Community Resident

Our community membership has worked for years with ACOF in giving them 
feedback for this proposal, and they have participated in several community 
meetings where there has been support from the Boyle Heights Neighborhood 
Council. Our members have also supported by doing outreach in support of the 
project.

Irma Padilla 
Board Member 

Community Resident

Letida Andrade 
Board Member 

Community Resident

I understand that owners of El Mercado had filed the CEQA appeal against 
Lorena Plaza, but the comments and concerns expressed in public meetings2917 East 1st Street, Suite 101 

Los Angeles, CA 90033

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE THE EASTSIDE A PLACE WHERE
nwnov CABSH VTUDHfCQ PF^fiRm P.9OF THFIR i MOOMF

mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org


have not been CEQA related.

We respectfully ask that you deny the appeal filed by the Rosados of El 
Mercado so that this project can move forward, and provide dignified housing 
for marginalized folks in our community.

j/

Sincerely,
IfllJ

East LA
Community
Corporation

Isela Graclan (
President, East LA Community Corporation

Cc: Honorable Jose Huizar, City Councilmember (Attn. Paul Habib, Chief of 
Staff; Shawn Kuk,
Planning Director; Kevin Ocubillo, Planning Deputy)
Honorable Marqueece Harris-Dawson, City Councilmember
Honorable Robert Blumenfield, City Councilmember
Honorable Mitchell Englander, City Councilmember
Honorable Curren D. Price, Jr., City Councilmember
Vincent Bertoni, Director of Planning, Department of City Planning
Kevin Keller, Executive Officer, Department of City Planning
Shana Bonstin, Department of City Planning
Blake Lamb, Department of City Planning
Terry Kaufmann-Macias, Office of City Attorney
Dora Leong Gallo, A Community of Friends

Alfred Fraijo, Jr. 
Board Chair 

Sheppard Mullin, LLP

Alfredo Izrnajtovich 
Vice Chair 

Chavez Foundation

Lynn Hansen 
Treasurer 

CDFI Assessment & 
Rating System

Araceli Sandoval-Gonzalez 
Secretary 

Eady Edge California

Desolina Avila 
Board Member 

Wells Fargo Bank

Frandne Flores 
Board Member 

US Bank.

Guillermina Gonzalez 
Board Member 

Community Resident

Irma Padilla 
Board Member 

Community Resident

Letida Andrade 
Board Member 

Community Resident

2917 East 1st Street, Suite 101 
Los Angeles, CA 90033

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE THE EASTS1DE A PLACE WHERE 
EVERY FAMfLYTHRIVES, REGARDLESS OF THEIR INCOME.
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August 10, 2017

Chair Huizar and
Members of the Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Support Letter: C.F. #16-0503 - Lorena Plaza Project

Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

Enterprise Community Partners is pleased to submit this letter of support for the Lorena Plaza 
project proposed by A Community of Friends (ACOF), and urge the Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados of El Mercado.

Enterprise is a national organization with a mission to create opportunity for low- and moderate- 
income people through affordable housing in diverse, thriving communities. For more than 30 
years, Enterprise has created nearly 380,000 homes and invested $28.9 billion, and touched millions 
of lives. We work closely with developers, funders, public agencies and community advocates 
working to reduce and prevent homelessness through the development of affordable housing.

We support ACOF's Lorena Plaza project proposal because it helps meet a growing need for 
affordable housing, has an immense amount of community support, and is located near the Metro 
Gold Line, connecting future residents to quality transit and other opportunities so they can thrive. 
The 49-unit project will help address the homeless crisis our City is experiencing. With the passage 
of Measure H and Proposition HHH, residents of Los Angeles are asking the City to provide this type 
of affordable housing. At the same time, ACOF has engaged with the residents in the Boyle Heights 
community for years through the design of this project and earned the support of many residents, 
community organizations, and the neighborhood council.

Enterprise Community Partners looks forward to working with ACOF in the future to expand 
affordable housing options for our City's most vulnerable people, and we wish them success in their 
efforts to build Lorena Plaza. Should you have any questions or would like additional information, 
please feel free to call KeAndra Dodds, Sr, Program Director, Policy and Special Initiative, at (213) 
787-8214.

Sincerely,

,y;/
1 .6

/
Jacqueline Waggoner
Vice President and Southern California Market Leader

ENTERPRISE COMMUNITY PARTNERS, INC.
600 Wilshire Boulevard jx Suite 600 jx Los Angeles, CA 90017 .a 213.833.7988 jx www.EnterpriseComraunity.org

http://www.EnterpriseComraunity.org
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August 4, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and Members of the
Planning & Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Amy Bernier

Rcichv C "iillis
RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Ji .i

DearChairman Huizar and Members of the Committee:I-.mIkt Michael I N Cinkmv.

Hoimic Is eng I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project and to urge the Planning and Land Use 
Management (PLUM) Committee to deny the appealfiled by El Mercado, a neighbor of the 
proposed project.

Glynn Tumutn

Nivit-.i Vy;is

Similar to our colleagues at A Community of Friends (ACOF), here at Hollywood Community 
Housing we have been working tirelessly over the course of several decades to create new 
affordable housing, including permanent supportive housing for the homeless. We are very 
grateful for your leadership last year on Measure HHH and we look forward to working with 
the City Council and City Staff to ensure that Measure HHH funds make a positive impact by 
creating new affordable housing.

Sarah I cm

Lorena Plaza will create 49 units of permanent supportive housing and about 10,000 square 
feet of retail space. Importantly, half of the apartments will be reserve for veterans.
Lorena Plaza is similar to many other comparable-sized projects which also received a 
mitigated negative declaration. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant 
enough to require more than this determination.

It is my understanding that the proposed project has strong support from the Boyle Heights 
Neighborhood Council and we urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to 
proceed.

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincere)*,

Srah Letts
I /
kecutive Director

* \VS*'^.iniilvWii«nltit.. It!-. A. I Anp-k-u < \ ► I'Ilmjk- .J.1 * ifi'nriiJ • t\'.v,u ,UVl.'tJ N.i -“I IS) i
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August 7, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

Hillsides supports Lorena Plaza project, and urges the Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
(PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados. The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help 
Los Angeles address the homeless crisis the City is experiencing. As a provider of a transitional housing 
program, I have first-hand knowledge of how difficult it is to find permanent supportive housing for the 
individuals ready to become more independent and self-sufficient, This project would also be dedicating half 
of the apartments to veterans and their families which is such a significant need,

As you all are well aware, LA's homelessness crisis continues to get worse and siting permanent supportive 
housing quickly and fairly is key to solving this crisis. In most every neighborhood, housing developers and 
public officials will hear opposition to permanent supportive housing. Responsible developers like A 
Community of Friends have incorporated community concerns into their approach and will ensure high 
quality housing and responsive management such that our developments will add value to neighborhoods. 
Elected officials must also ensure that valid community concerns are addressed, but ultimately approve good 
projects in every neighborhood despite those who remain opposed.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the City of Los 
Angeles which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are 
not significant enough to require more than this determination. The appellant has also consistent raised 
issues related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition.

I urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Maria Carina Abenes, Ed.D 
Director, Hillsides Youth Moving On
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HIL LVIE WChair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
do City Clerk
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C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by El Mercado.

My organization, Hillview Mental Health Center, Inc., established in 1966, is a pioneer in the 
development of supportive housing for people with serious mental illness. We have operated 
Hillview Village in a residential neighborhood for close to thirty years without incident, 
providing permanent housing for people who would otherwise have been homeless and 
sleeping on the streets in our neighborhoods.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis 
the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their 
families.

Without additional housing stock homelessness will continue to grow, reducing quality of life 
in our neighborhoods. Supportive housing will keep our neighborhoods safer. Low income 
housing for homeless people must not be discriminated against under the guise of “protecting 
our children” and our “sensitive residents.”

Affordable housing is a clear mandate of the citizens of Los Angeles as evidenced by 
Proposition HHH and Measure H. We have no time to lose as homelessness is outpacing our 
capacity for developing new housing.

Please support A Community of Friends’ proposed Lorena Plaza Project in Boyle Heights. 1 
urge the Planning and Land Use Management Committee to move forward as quickly as 
possible with this development of crucial housing for disabled and very low-income 
residents.

Sincerely,

■e.
Eva S. McCraven Ph.D.
President & CEO
Hillview Mental Health Center Inc.

12450 Van Nuys Blvd.

Suite 200

Pacoima, CA 91331 

Telephone: (818) 896-1161 

Fax: (818) 896-5069
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August 4, 2017

RE: Letter of Support for Lorena Plaza (A Community of Friends) project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the Committee:

I am writing to urge your support for the Lorena Plaza (A Community of Friends) project and request that 
the PLUM Committee deny the appeal filed by El Mercado, the next door neighbor of the proposed 
project.

I am the Director of the Homeless Outreach Program Integrated Care System- a Division of Special 
Service for Groups (SSG/HOPICS), serving the most vulnerable residents of Los Angeles. We applaud your 
hard work to champion Proposition HHH last year, a successful effort that we collaborated with other 
organizations and worked hard to pass. Los Angeles desperately needs more affordable housing, 
especially supportive housing for those experiencing homelessness with disabilities.

While neighborhood opposition to the production of affordable housing is all too common, voters in 
District 14 and across the city overwhelmingly supported Prop HHH. Moreover, the Boyle Heights 
Neighborhood Council has supported the specific project at Lorena Plaza by 15-1 margin. Residents of 
Los Angeles want to see homelessness addressed. They recognize that the solution is housing.

We cannot allow the stubborn opposition of a few individuals to stand in the way of this housing. I 
understand that the owner of El Mercado has filed a CEQA appeal, but the concerns that the owner has 
expressed at public meetings are not CEQA-related concerns.

I hope you will consider the project based on its merits, including the need for affordable and 
permanent supportive housing, and deny this appeal.

Best Regards,

Veronica Lewis 
Division Director

A Division of Special Service for Groups

Phone: 323.948.0444 * Fax: 323.948.0443 * Website: www.hopics.org
5715 South Broadway/ Los Angeles, CA 90037

http://www.hopics.org
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8/3/17

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

a.: - !■:

RE: C.F: 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

' Tim McCaffrey 
Bret Parsons 

\ John Terzian

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning 
and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal 
filed by the Rosados,

; i ::
IMAGINE LA 
AMBASSADORS
David Arquette 
Kenny Hamilton 

"" Anne Heche 
James Tupper

!i The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project is help Los Angeles address the 
homeless crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be 
dedicated for veterans and their families.

'1.

' i ■.,
Imagine LA works closely with a numerous families living in several different 
A Community of Friends apartment complexes. Not only are the complexes 
well maintained and run, but the residents are courteous, friendly, grateful, 
actively improving their lives and integrated into their communities.

ADVISORY COUNCIL
i John C. Bedrosian 
; Rev. Dr. Mark Brewer, 
; Founder 
1 Bruce Corwin 

Paul Freese, JD 
Bonnie Mark 
Terri Oppelt 
Wayne Tashjian, MFT, 
BCBA
The Late Dale Young 
Jim Young 

T’.'i Rabbi Ken Chasen

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing 
projects in the City of Los Angeles which also received mitigated negative 
declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant 
enough to require more than this determination. The appellant has also 
consistent raised issues related to the mental health status of the proposed 
tenants, belying their true opposition. 1 urge you to deny the appeal and allow 
the project t/proceed. //

; -

■
L

a 7
Sincerely,PRESIDENT & CEO

Jill Govan Baumanjf

JifUjovan Bai 
President CEO

i f •

S.^KSTiSSCr.
Imagine LA
«4r5 Wilim.i?.-Joulf'Vjrf| Still.- j00i
lo;> Latifomu

IiViAGINELA.ORG
I3D/IMAGINELA
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May 16, 2017

Chairman Jose Huizar and Members of the
Planning & Land Use Management Committee
City of Los Angeles
200 North Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012 RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the Committee:

I am writing to urge your support for the Lorena Plaza project and request that the PLUM 
Committee deny the appeal filed by El Mercado, the next door neighbor of the proposed project.

I am the Executive Director of the Inner City Law Center, a legal services organization serving 
the most vulnerable residents of Los Angeles. We applaud your hard work to champion 
Proposition HHH last year, a successful effort that the Inner City Law Center and other 
organizations also worked hard to pass. Los Angeles desperately needs more affordable housing, 
especially supportive housing for those experiencing homelessness with disabilities.

While neighborhood opposition to the production of affordable housing is all too common, 
voters in District 14 and across the city overwhelmingly supported Prop HHH. Moreover, the 
Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council has supported the specific project at Lorena Plaza by 15-1 
margin. Residents of Los Angeles want to see homelessness addressed. They recognize that the 
solution is housing.

We cannot allow the stubborn opposition of a few individuals to stand in the way of this housing. 
I understand that the owner of El Mercado has filed a CEQA appeal, but the concerns that the 
owner has expressed at public meetings are not CEQA-related concerns.

I hope you will consider the project based on its merits, including the need for affordable and 
permanent supportive housing, and deny this appeal.

Sincerely,

Adam Murray 
Executive Director

1309 EAST SEVENTH STREET • LOS ANGELES. CA 90021 • TEL: (213) 891-2880 • FAX: (2)3) 891-2888 • WWW.fNNERCITYLAW.ORG

Serving the most vulnerable in Los Angeles

http://WWW.fNNERCITYLAW.ORG


International Institute 
of Los Angeles

E. Stephen Voss, President and CEO

3845 Selig Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90031-3143 

TEL: (323) 224-3800 FAX: (323! 224-3810 
info@iflosangeles.org 
www.iilosangeles.org

Serving the community since 1914

5/15/17 - Email: cIerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of tire Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk - Sharon Dickinson, Legislative Assistant

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the Committee;

I am writing to express my support for the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge you to deny 
the appeal filed by the next door neighbor of the proposed project, El Mercado.

I am the Executive Director of International Institute of Los Angeles, a 103-year-old 
social service agency located in Boyle Heights. I have been monitoring the project as a 
member of the community, attending public meetings of the Boyle Heights 
Neighborhood Council as well as Metro's Design Review Committee. At these meetings 
I have seen the developer respond to community concerns, redesign their project, and add 
other concessions to satisfy the community. This project ended up with a 15-1 support 
from the Neighborhood Council.

I have also heard the owner of El Mercado speak in opposition to the project. I 
understand they have filed a CEQA appeal, but 1 believe the concerns they expressed at 
these public meetings arc not CEQA-related concerns.

I hope you will consider the project based on its merits, including the need for affordable 
and permanent supportive housing, and deny the appeal.

Sincerely,

z/£~
S*£-c ? L

E. Stephen Voss 
Executive Director

mailto:info@iflosangeles.org
http://www.iilosangeles.org
mailto:cIerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org
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Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

LOS
ANGELES
LGBT
CENTER

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project
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Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:{• ''OsO-

*. "m
d

On behalf of the Los Angeles LGBT Center, the world's largest provider of services to 
the LGBT community, are writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge 
the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA 
appeal filed by the Rosados. We applaud your hard work to champion Proposition 
HHH last year. Los Angeles desperately needs more affordable housing, especially for 
families.

T: 323-003 74,

!gblc

■cemer
©-•!

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will definitively help Los Angeles address 
the homeless crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be 
dedicated for veterans and their families.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects 
in the City of Los Angeles which also received mitigated negative declarations. The 
City's responsibility to support initiatives to address the overwhelming need for 
housing far outweigh any opposition to this proposal. We urge you to deny the 
appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

rl
Vc

Simon Costello, Director 
Children, Youth and Family Services

'Toey Hernandez, Policy & Mobilization Manager 
Public Policy

rrjenrz*'
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August 4, 2017
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President and CEO 
Stephanie Klasky-Gamer

Chair
Michele Breslauer Chair Jose Huizarand

children's Law center of Los Angeles Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Vice Chair 
David Doyle 

Bank of America

Treasurer 
Gary Meisel 

Private Investor

Secretary 
Daniel M. Howard, CPA

Lodgen, lacher, Goiditch, sardi, Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:
Saunders & Howard, LLP

Wayne Brander 
U.S. Bank

Karen Brodkin 
WME] IMG

Steve M. Brown 
Hoffman Brown Company

Debbie Burkart Lorena Plaza, the proposed 49 residential unit community will help Los 
Angeles address the homelessness crisis that our city is experiencing. As 
homelessness jumped a staggering 20 percent in the past year, there is much 
need for a development like Lorena Plaza. We urge you to continue the great 
momentum from last year's overwhelming support of Prop HHH in finding 
solutions to end homelessness.

C.F. .16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza development, and to urge the 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA 
appeal filed by the El Mercado, the next door neighbor of the proposed 
project.

i
National Equity Fund

Zeeda Daniele 
Fannie Mae

Deborah Kazenelson Deane 
Public Relations & Communications

Jill Koenig 
Community Lending & 
Property Management

With a 15-1 vote by the Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council, it shows strong 
community support for this well-designed development. We hope you as well 

„ . , , . as the Committee will consider this development based on its merits insteadRobyn Lattaker-iohnson r
RLi Media Management & consulting of being stymied by the opposition of a few individuals.

Bonnie Litowsky 
Transwestern

Michelle Missaghieh 
Temple Israel of Hollywood

Blair Rich 
Warner Bros. Pictures

Ross E. Winn, Esq.
Wolf, Rrfkin, Shapiro, Schulman 

& Rabkin, LLP

Gillian Wright 
Southern California Gas Company

Michael Ziering 
Diagnostic Products Corp.

LIFETIME DIRECTORS

Matthew B. Irmas 
Irmas Charitable Foundations

I urge you to deny the CEQA appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Klasky-Gamer 
Chief Executive Officer/President

Audrey Irmas 
Robert J. Irmas (1951-2015) 

Sydney M. Irmas (1925-1996) 
Trudy Louis (1914-2004) 

Rev. John Simmons (1917-2013)

7843 Lankershim Boulevard * North Hollywood, CA 91605 ■ (818) 982-4091



LITTLE TOKYO SERVICE CENTER
Positive Change for People and Places

231 E. Third Street, Suite G106, Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Tel: 213.473,3030 I Fax: 213.473.3031 I www.LTSC.org

Email: clerk.plumcommittee(g)lacity.org

August 6,2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503 — Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

On behalf of Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC), I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, 
and to urge the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed 
by Pedro and Marlene Rosado. Considering the on-going homelessness crisis in Los Angeles, this 
project is vitally important within our district and regionally.

LTSC uses a comprehensive strategy to strengthen Little Tokyo and other low-income and ethnic 
neighborhoods in LA County. To date, we have completed 949 units of affordable housing throughout 25 
development projects. As a local leader in community development, we know well the positive impact 
that projects such as this one have on their communities.

Last year, Angelenos spoke loud and clear when they passed Measure H and Proposition HHH. 
Permanent supportive housing is the best approach to our city’s homeless crisis. The proposed 49-unit 
Lorena Plaza project will reserve half of its apartments for formerly homeless individuals and families. 
Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their families along with on site resident 
services and ongoing property management. This project represents an important step towards addressing 
the most basic urgent needs of Los Angeles’ homeless population.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the City of Los 
Angeles which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal 
are not significant enough to require more than this determination. The appellant has also Consistently 
raised issues related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition. I 
urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Dean Matsubayashi 
Executive Director 
Little Tokyo Service Center

IjeighborWorks*
CHARTERED MEMBER

http://www.LTSC.org
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Email: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

August 7, 2017 i

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
do City Clerk

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the California Environmental Quality Act appeal filed 
by El Mercado.

New Directions for Veterans’ mission is to empower veterans and their families to live fulfilling 
lives, and we work with homeless veterans here in Boyle Heights and throughout the County. 
While we are not directly involved with Lorena Plaza, the proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project 
strongly supports our mission, as it will help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis that the 
City is experiencing, and half of the apartments will be dedicated for veterans and their families. 
We consider this design to be a perfect mix of veterans and non-veterans housing.

As you know, this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the City 
of Los Angeles that have also received mitigated negative declarations. The appellant has also 
consistently raised issues related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their 
true opposition. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require 
more than this determination.

We say we want to end homelessness. We say that every veteran should find their way home 
again. Now is the time to act on our words. We need to get these veterans who are on the street, 
off of the street, because more are still coming every day. I urge you to deny the appeal and allow 
the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

&
Yvette J^Kelley 
President & CEO

mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org


MAKING IT HOME
340 North Madison Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 
Tel. (323) 644-2200 
Fax (323) 297-1942 
www.epath.org

August 3, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the Committee;

On behalf of PATH, I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project. I urge the PLUM 
Committee to deny the appeal filed by El Mercado.

I am the Executive Director and Deputy CEO of PATH, a state-wide housing and services 
organization headquartered in Los Angeles. We are committed to ending homelessness by 
helping people move into permanent housing, stabilize their lives, and reintegrate into their 
communities. Through our work, we see the devastating impact that the lack of affordable 
housing has on the Los Angeles community. With the passage of unprecedented local 
initiatives, we are hopeful that Los Angeles is on its way to allocating much needed resources to 
prevent and end homelessness by increasing the supply of much needed permanent supportive 
housing. We are extremely thankful for your support of Proposition HHH and we hope you will 
continue to be a champion for more affordable housing in our city by supporting efforts like the 
Lorena Plaza project.

The voters in District 14 and throughout the city voted overwhelmingly to pass Proposition HHH. 
The Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council also supported the Lorena Plaza project by 15-1 
margin. Residents throughout Los Angeles have voiced their commitment to doing what it takes 
to end homelessness - and they recognize that housing is the solution.

We, as a community, cannot allow the opposition of a few individuals to prevent this project from 
moving forward. We strongly encourage you to deny the CEQA appeal so that A Community of 
Friends can proceed with this urgently needed project.

Sincerely,

Katie Hill 
Deputy CEO 
Executive Director

http://www.epath.org


Project New Hope
Email: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

August 4,2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

Please accept this letter as an urgent request in support of the Lorena Plaza project, 
and an appeal to the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny 
the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados,

As the Executive Director of Project New Hope, a non- profit agency that provides low- 
income housing to homeless families and individuals with disabilities, it saddens me to 
know that the opposition of a few individuals stands in the way of this new and much 
needed development.
I understand that you are familiar with this project and know that it is similar in size to 
many other affordable housing projects in the city of Los Angeles, which also mitigated 
negative declarations. The concerns brought to your attention in the CEQA appeal are not 
significant enough to require more than this determination and since the appellant 
consistently raises issues regarding the mental health status of the proposed tenants, it 
brings to light their real intent of denying housing to the most vulnerable Angelenos.

As you well know, the current homeless crisis needs to be addressed with compassion for 
all and the citizens have voted their support by approving Measures HHH and H.
To deny the Lorena Plaza project is in direct contradiction of the people who voted in Los 
Angeles.

In closing, I urge you again to please deny the appeal and allow this project to 
continue!

Sincerely,

Brigitte Tweddell 
Executive Director 
Project New Hope

1004 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90026 (213) 25Q-9481 (213) 250-9231 fax

L*J«Ih

mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org
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August 7, 2017

Chairman Jose Huizar and Members of the
Planning & Land Use Management Committee
City of Los Angeles
200 North Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: C.F. 16-0503

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the Committee,

On behalf of the Promesa Boyle Heights collaborative, we are writing this letter to express our support 
for support for the approval of the Lorena Plaza development proposed by A Community of Friends. We 
request that you deny the appeal by El Mercado and allow the project to proceed.

Promesa Boyle Heights is a collaborative of 60+ adult and young residents and 20+ schools and local 
organizations working together to realize a vision where: 1) every child has an opportunity to leam, 
grow and succeed from cradle through college and career; 2) families can live a stable, healthy and 
fulfilling life; and 3) every individual is empowered to act and create a more just and interdependent 
community. This vision was developed through a comprehensive two-year process that brought together 
4,000+ residents and allies to develop a shared vision and action plan for community change. Access to 
affordable housing and healthy environments are two core strategies within this plan.

With the ever growing affordable housing crisis and gentrification that is displacing transit dependent 
communities from transit-rich neighborhoods, the Lorena Plaza development promises to provide 
affordable housing to often underserved communities.

We strongly support the Lorena Plaza development and we urge you to stand with the community in 
support of this critical project. Should you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to reach 
me at 323-881-1769 or atdheniandez@proyectopastoral.org. Thank you again for your support and 
partnership!

Sincerely,

f i\

Deycy Hernandez 
Promesa Boyle Heights, Director

mailto:dheniandez@proyectopastoral.org


Proyecto Pastoral
' at Dolores Mission

135 North Mission Road, Los Angeles, CA 90033 
Phone (323)881-0018 Fax (323) 268-7228 

www.proyectopastoral.org

August 7, 2017
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Members:
Chairman Jose Huizar and Members of the
Planning & Land Use Management Committee
City of Los Angeles
200 North Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Brian Albert, 
Chairperson

Rosa Campos, 
Emeritus

Rob Smith, Treasurer
Re: C.F. 16-0503

Rey Rodriguez, 
Past Chairperson Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the Committee,

Members:
Lilia Acosta We would like to express Proyecto Pastoral’s support for the approval of the Lorena 

Plaza development proposed by A Community of Friends. We request that you deny 
the appeal by El Mercado and allow the project to proceed.

Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ., 
Co-Founder, Emeritus

Yolanda Brown The shortage of affordable housing in our community and the needs of our homeless 
population are issues that we confront in our community through Proyecto Pastoral’s 
work each day. Our mission is to support grassroots projects in education, leadership 
and service. Our residents want a community that is responsive to the needs of all— 
and especially the most vulnerable. We advocate for residents to connect them to 
supportive services that allow them to establish stable, healthy and fulfilling lives. We 
have supported the leadership development of our Boyle Heights residents, and we 
have heard from them the impacts of our affordable housing gap in the community. If 
you are able to eliminate the current barrier to the Lorena Plaza project, our residents 
will have increased access to supportive housing in our community, including the men 
and women served by Proyecto’s Guadalupe Homeless Project.

Rita Chairez

Rose Ann Djelmane

Fr. Ted Gabrielli, S.J.

Katey Herman

Vince Lawler

Fanny Arroyo Oliveira

Cynthia Sanchez

Laurie Smith
We hope you will consider the project based on its merits, and consider the 
tremendous need that you will address by allowing the project to continue in the 
approval process.

Esperanza Vazquez, 
Emeritus

Our CEO Cynthia Sanchez has been awarded a Durfee Foundation Sabbatical and will 
be away from the office until November. Should you have any questions in the 
meantime, please feel free to reach me at 323-881 -1769 or at
dhernandez@proyectopastoral.org. Thank you again for your support and partnership!

Sincerely,

Deycy Hernandez 
Interim Program Executive 
Director of Promesa Boyle Heights

http://www.proyectopastoral.org
mailto:dhernandez@proyectopastoral.org
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Providing help & hope.

August 3, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee;

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and 
Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal that has 
been filed. I am the Executive Director of Rainbow Services, a shelfer and support 
services organization serving victims of domestic violence, and a member of the 
Provider Alliance to End Homelessness. We applaud your hard work to champion 
Proposition HHH last year. Los Angeles desperately needs more affordable 
housing, especially for families.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project helps Los Angeles address the homeless 
crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will be dedicated for veterans 
and their families. The discriminatory public testimony should not deter the 
committee from denying the CEQA and moving this project forward to create 
more permanent housing to address the critical issue of homelessness.

The Lorena Plaza Project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects 
in the City of Los Angeles which also received mitigated negative declarations. 
The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require 
more than this determination. The appellant has also consistent raised issues 
related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true 
opposition. I urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Eastlund, LCSW 
Executive Driector

Snn Pedro, CA 90731c.c£,

..SO? -nO.54S.06ji fSr-’W.
c?



S . P .
safe place for youth

August 7, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the PLUM Committee to deny the CEQA 
appeal filed by the Rosados.

I am the Executive Director of Safe Place for Youth, a non-profit organization dedicated to engaging, 
building trust, and providing care and support to youth experiencing homelessness, so that the youth, not 
their situations, define their lives.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis the City is 
experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their families. The 2017 
Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count indicated a 23% increase from 2016 in people experiencing 
homelessness, for a total of 57,794 individuals, and, critically, a 61% increase in youth homelessness 
specifically. Further, residents of Los Angeles voted 76% in favor of Measure HHH and 67% in favor of 
Measure H; each overwhelming majorities. The need for permanent supportive housing is dire, proven, 
and sought after.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the City of Los 
Angeles which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal 
are not significant enough to require more than this determination. The appellant has also consistent 
raised issues related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition. I 
urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Alison Hurst
Executive Director and Founder

1411 Unseln ilvd. | Vgni§§, GAIQII1
310.902.2281
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Email: clerk.pl umcommittee@laeity .orgMay 9,2017

Chairperson Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) 

City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project - CEQA AppealRe:

Dear Chairperson Huizar and Members of the Committee:

I am writing to urge the PLUM Committee to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the owners of El 
Mercado against the Lorena Plaza project.

As the Executive Director of an agency that has been working to address homelessness in Los 
Angeles for 33 years, I feel strongly that the long-term solutions to homelessness must include 
the development of permanent supportive housing.

The homeless crisis is visible throughout Los Angeles, including Council District 14, where this 
project is located. In approving Measures HHH and H, the voters have demonstrated that they 
want homelessness to be significantly reduced or ended in Los Angeles. That will be possible 
only if we allow perment supportive housing projects to be developed throughout the City, 
including this project. The most recently completed Point in Time Homeless Count, which took 
place in January 2016, found 28,464 homeless in the City of Los Angeles, with 5,590 homeless 
in Council District 14.

Siting housing for the homeless is challenging, but well-designed permanent supportive housing 
with appropriate services enhances communities, as well as providing stable housing to the most 
needy among us. The developer, A Community of Friends (ACOF), has a well-earned reputation 
for producing exactly that sort of housing and providing services .to ensure that ACOF tenants 
are good neighbors. After careful analysis, the Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council came to 
agree; they voted 15-1 in support of this project.

Please deny the CEQA appeal so this urgently needed project may proceed.

«eercly,
CjyM

Krjth Schwartz 
Executive Director
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(323) 539-7570 
www.selahnhc.org 
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August 11, 2017

The Honorable Chair Jose Huizarand
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizarand Members of the PLUM Committee:

We are writing to express our sincere support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use 

Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by El Mercado.

Our organization, SELAH NHC [The Silver Lake, Echo Park, Los Feliz, Atwater Village, and Hollywood Neighborhood 
Homeless Coalition) was first born out of the successful cross-neighborhood Welcome Home Program event done 

through PATH, at their permanent supportive housing development in Silver Lake, where we helped turn a house into 

a home for a neighbor who was experiencing homelessness. We're now combining forces and voices to build a 

neighborhood-level movement to respond to homelessness in a proactive, compassionate, and effective way.

With over 150 members, we coordinate bi-monthly homelessness engagement days where neighbors connect with 

neighbors experiencing homelessness, to alleviate their suffering, and hopefully, to one day help them find a place 

they can call home.

A Community of Friends (ACOF), proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the homeless 

crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for formerly homeless veterans and their 

families. ACOF has two permanent supportive housing apartment buildings in the Silver Lake community. Both 
buildings faced community opposition before they were built. Now they are productive and truly valued members of 

the Silver Lake community.

We passionately believe that everyone deserves a home. It is unconscionable to hold up this desperately needed 
project on baseless CEQA pretexts, which were promulgated to mask illegal and discriminatory concerns, especially at 

a time when there is a massive housing crisis in Los Angeles, and coupled with a massive homeless crisis.

Angelenos turning out and overwhelmingly approving tax increases and bond measures via measures H and HHH to 

address this crisis serve as a perfectly clear statement of values.

We urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

SELAH Neighborhood Homeless Coalition

Cat Kim, East Hollywood-Los Feliz Homeless Coalition Vice President 

Darius Derakshan, Silver Lake NC Homelessness Committee Co-Chair 

Dorit Dowler-Guerrero, MPA, Director, Lilly's Place 
Janet Kim, MS, Los Feliz NC Board Member & Budget Advocate 
Nithya Raman, MCP, Silver Lake NC Homelessness Committee Co-Chair

http://www.selahnhc.org
mailto:selahnhc@gmail.com
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TRUST

May 15, 20171317 E 7* Street 
Los Angeles. CA 90021 

213.683.0522 Tel 
213.6fi3.07R1 Fax 

skidrow.org
Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) 
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room___
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
c/o City Clerk

Board of Directors

Patrick SpiKane
Chair

JDS Rea! Estate Group

Jennifer Caspar 
Vice Chair C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza,projectRE:

Simon Ha 
Secretary
Stein herg Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the City Council:

Adam Handler
Treasurer

Fricewc terfiottseCoapers LLP
I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning 
and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal 
filed by the Appellants representing El Mercado de Los Angeles ("El 
Mercado").

Jennifer Christian-Herman, PhD
Kaiser Permaneme

Sebastian Glo'wacki
US. Sank

The Lorena Plaza project will reserve half of its apartments for formerly 
homeless individuals and families, which will help Los Angeles address the 
homeless crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be 
dedicated for veterans and their families. It is my understanding that the 
proposed project has overwhelming support from the Boyle Heights 
neighborhood Council.

Paul Gregerson, MD
JVyCH Institute

Marc Hayutin
Sidiey Austin LLP

Cheryl Hayward

Rex Jones
Wefts Fargo

The proposed 49-unit project is similar to many other comparable-sized 
projects which also received a mitigated negative declaration. The issues 
identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require more 
than this determination.
I urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Max Kolomeyer
City National Bonk

Vivienne Lee
REDE

Dan Mahoney
Pacific Empire Builders

Diana Skidmore 
Crain & Associates

Sincerely, V
r

Michael Aividrez 
Chief Executive Officer

Mike Aividrez
CEO

r



SPA6 Homeless Coalition
Los Angeles Service Planning Area 6 
2814 W. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90008 
www.spa6homeless.org

caution

Email: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

August 14, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

We are writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, 3407 E. First Street, Los Angeles, 90063, and to 
urge the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by El 
Mercado.

The SPA6 Homeless Coalition, formed in 2012, unites more than thirty homeless service providers, 
faith-based organizations that work with the homeless, and city and county agencies that work with the 
homeless in the County’s Service Planning Area 6. SPA6 runs from the 10 Freeway south to include 
Compton, Paramount, and Lynwood. It has the second-largest concentration of homeless in the county 
after SPA4, which includes Skid Row. We are desperately in need here of new projects to house the 
homeless and those about to become homeless. A negative decision on this Boyle Heights property by 
the city will empower and encourage NIMBYism throughout Los Angeles County.

While the citizens of Los Angeles showed generous concern for the 58,000 homeless here by passing 
Proposition HHH to build 10,000 units of permanent supportive housing, it seems that business and 
homeowners do not want those units in their neighborhoods. We saw this in Venice, when community 
opposition prevented the reuse of a vacant senior center merely for homeless storage.

If the PLUM Committee gives in to business and homeowner opposition to low-income and homeless 
housing, the admirable and sorely needed goals of Proposition HHH will never be met. We will be 
worse off a decade hence than we are now.

1
To PLUM Committee re: Lorena Plaza Project, SPA6 Homeless Coalition, 8-14-2017

http://www.spa6homeless.org
mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org


The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the homeless crisis the City is 
experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for veterans and their families.

Testimony in opposition to the project raised objections that will face virtually every homeless housing 
project: the fear of “putting our children at risk,” that housed formerly homeless people will threaten the 
livelihood of nearby businesses such as the next door El Mercado. If those objections are given weight, 
or allowed to stand hidden behind the current appeal to CEQA, only industrial districts will remain for 
potential sites, places that are inhumane and impractical because of the lack of grocery stores and 
adequate transportation.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the City of Los 
Angeles which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal 
are not significant enough to require more than this determination. The appellant has also consistently 
raised issues related to the mental health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition. 
We urge you to deny the appeal and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Thompson 
Chair

2
To PLUM Committee re: Lorena Plaza Project, SPA6 Homeless Coalition, 8-14-2017
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o Uj The Honorable Jose Huizar 

Councilmember, District 14, and
Chair, Planning & Land Use Management Committee 

City of Los Angeles 
200 North Spring Street, Room 360 
Los Angeles, California 90012

-o
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Re: C. F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza Project

Dear Chair Huizar:

I write to express St. Joseph Center’s strong support for A Community of 
Friends’ proposed Lorena Plaza Project in Boyle Heights. I urge the Planning 
and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to move forward as swiftly as 
possible with this mixed-use development, which will provide crucial permanent 
supportive housing for very low-income and disabled residents.

Every day, St. Joseph Center staff face the challenge of finding affordable units 
for homeless individuals and families living on Los Angeles’s Westside and in 
South Los Angeles. The job becomes tougher and tougher as the numbers of 
homeless individuals rise while the stock of affordable housing in the City 
remains severely limited. We are heartened by A Community of Friends’ effort 
to address this root cause of homelessness with its Lorena Plaza Project.

In neighborhood after neighborhood in Los Angeles, nonprofits’ efforts to help 
people in poverty have met with opposition. St. Joseph Center is no stranger to 
this opposition. The CEQA appeal filed by the owners of a property adjacent to 
Lorena Plaza appears, in light of the owners’ public statements, to be no more 
than a stalling tactic that hurts our communities’ most vulnerable members.

With passage of Proposition HHH and Measure H, voters have sent a clear 
signal: they want their elected representatives and partners to find solutions to 
the problem of homelessness—not to delay them unnecessarily.

On behalf of those we serve, I ask that PLUM apply the same standards to this 
project as it has to many other affordable housing projects in the City and deny 
this CEQA appeal.

With thanks for your time and consideration,
St. Joseph Center

204 Hampton Drive 
Venice, CA 90291-3635

telephone:
310-396-6465

facsimile:
310-392-5402

vnvw.5tjosephctr.org 

Tax ID 95-3574361

LUA--

Va Lecia Adams Kellum, Ph.D. 
President & CEO



Casa
Ending Domestic Violence.
August 7, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the Rosados.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project is to help Los Angeles address the homeless 
crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated for veterans 
and their families. The Boyle Heights neighborhood council has shown overwhelming 
support of this proj ect by a margin of 15-1. Los Angeles residents want to see homelessness 
addressed and they recognize that housing is good way to start.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in the 
City of Los Angeles which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues 
identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require more than this 
determination. The appellant has also consistent raised issues related to the mental health 
status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition. I urge you to deny the appeal 
and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely, s /

/
V

Anna Conti 
Executive Director 
Su Casa ~ Ending Domestic Violence.

3640 Wood: jfi Avenue, Suite 203. Long Beach. California 9G80S • Office 562-421-6537 * Fax 562-421-8117 * t-mail info@sucasodv.org

24-Hour Hotline 562-402-4888 * wwwsucasadv.org

mailto:info@sucasodv.org
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THEPEOPLECONCERN
Because everyone should be housed, healthy and safe. 

OPCC & LAMP COMMUNITY UNITED

August 7,2017

Chairman Jose Huizar and Members of the
Planning & Land Use Management Committee
City of Los Angeles
200 North Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the Committee:

I am writing to urge your support for the Lorena Plaza project and request that the PLUM Committee 
deny the appeal filed by El Mercado,

As an organization firmly committed to housing our most vulnerable homeless residents, The People 
Concern applauds your leadership and hard work on the issue of homelessness in your District, as well 
as throughout the City of Los Angeles. We will only be able to seriously address homelessness with a 
focused effort to build more affordable housing, especially permanent supportive housing for those 
experiencing homelessness with disabilities.

The Voters of Los Angeles overwhelmingly supported Prop HHH, recognizing the tremendous need we 
have across the city to build more housing. The Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council has supported the 
specific project at Lorena Plaza by a 15-1 vote. It seems unreasonable to let the opposition raised by a 
few individuals impede the development of this much needed housing at a time when our city is 
struggling with the crisis of homelessness.

I hope you will considerthe project based on its merits, including the need for more affordable and 
permanent supportive housing, and deny this appeal.

\

John Maceri / 
''Executive Director

Downtown Office: S26 San Pedro Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013 Tel: 213.4S8.9559 Fax: 213.270.9060 www.larnpcommunlty.drg Tax ID: #95-3993742 
Westslde Office: 1453 16,h Street, Santa Monica, CA 90404 Tel: 310.264.6646 Fax:310-264.6647 www.opcc.org Tax ID: #95-6143865

http://www.larnpcommunlty.drg
http://www.opcc.org
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P.O. Box 431038, Los Angeles, CA 90043 Phone 323-786-2413 www.thesoh.org info@thesoh.org

August 5, 2017

Email: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

August 7, 2017

Chair Jose Huizarand
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza projectRE:

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land Use Management 
Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by El Mercado.

The City of Los Angeles is at a pivotal point to demonstrate its commitment to increase its affordable housing 
stock with the passage of Prop HHH by the City and Measure H by the County. Voters spoke in overwhelming 
volumes for the City and the County to do something and act courageously by investing in and supporting the 
siting of affordable housing projects.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help the City of Los Angeles realize the goal of increasing 
affordable housing, especially for those with limited resources. From our understanding, this project is of 
similar size to many other affordable housing projects in the City that have also received mitigated 
declarations. And, the issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require more than this 
determination.

A Community of Friends (ACOF) is a reputable affordable housing developer with a long history of being a good 
neighbor and creating community for all.

I urge you to align with the Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council who voted 15 -1 to support this project; and 
to deny the appeal and allow the Lorena Plaza project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Janet Denise Kelly 
Executive Director

http://www.thesoh.org
mailto:info@thesoh.org
mailto:clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org


Weingart Center 
www.weingart.org 

566 S. San Pedro Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

(213)627-9000

•*.

August 0,2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: C.F, 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza Proj ect

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

On behalf of the Weingart Center Association; I am writing to express my support of the Lorena 
Plaza project and to urge the Planning and Land Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the 
CEQA appeal filed by El Mercado.

The Weingart Center provides comprehensive human services to homeless individuals and to those 
at risk of becoming homeless giving them the skills, resources and hope they need to lead 
productive and self-sufficient lives off the streets. WCA is a unique agency that provides residential 
and community based programs, all designed to break the cycle of homelessness and poverty.

As one of the best comprehensive health and human services organization benefiting homeless 
individuals-in Downtown Los Angeles, we understand that true change is only possible when the 
root causes of homelessness are addressed and long-term solutions are applied. The proposed 
Lorena Plaza, 49-unit project will help address the. homeless crisis that our city is experiencing.

Despite the concerns presented by the CEQA appeal, the Boyle Height Neighborhood Council has 
given its approval and voted 15-1 to support the Lorenza Plaza project. The issues identified in the 
CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require more than this determination. With the passage 
of HHH and H, the residents of Los Angeles are asking the city to address chronic homelessness by 
providing more affordable housing.

I urge you to deny the CEQA appeal filed by El Mercado and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

Senator KeWnlmnrray (ret.) 
Presidents. Chief Executive Officer 
Weingart Center Association

The Weingart Center Association is a 501(c)(3) non profit agency, Tax ID #95-6054617

http://www.weingart.org
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August 7, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

RE: C,F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and Land 
Use Management Committee (PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal filed by the El Mercado, 
the next door neighbor of the proposed project.

I am the CEO at Union Rescue Mission located in the heart of the city, skid row, in 
Downtown Los Angeles. We applaud your hard work to champion Proposition HHH last 
year, a successful effort that the Inner City Law Center and other organizations also 
worked hard to pass. Los Angeles desperately needs more affordable housing, especially 
supportive housing for those experiencing homelessness with disabilities.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the homeless 
crisis the City. Half of the apartments will also be dedicated to veterans and their 
families.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing projects in 
the City of Los Angeles which also received mitigated negative declarations. The issues 
identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough to require more than this 
detennination. The appellant has also consistently raised issues related to the mental 
health status of the proposed tenants, belying their true opposition. I urge you to deny the 
appeal and allow the project to proceed,

/7Sincerely,

Andy'Ll ales 
CEO, Union Rescue Mission

545 S, San Pedro Street * Los Angeles, CA 90013 • (213) 347-6300 Fax (213) 612-0264
www.urm.org

http://www.urm.org
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August 7, 2017

The Honorable Jose Huizar, Chairman and
Members of the Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM)
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: C.F. 16-0503, the Lorena Plaza Project

Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:

I write to you today to express Union Station Homeless Services’ (USHS) strong support of 
the Lorena Plaza project, and urge the Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
(PLUM) to deny the CEQA appeal as filed by El Mercado.

As the CEO for USHS, I can tell you that the single biggest challenge to decreasing 
homelessness for adults and families is securing permanent, affordable housing. This is true 
for our clientele located here in SPA 3, and equally so throughout Los Angeles City and 
County.

The proposed49-unit Lorena Plaza project is precisely the type of initiative that the taxpayers 
of L.A. stood behind when they voted for both Proposition HHH and Measure H, and as 
such, it is imperative that we move this project forward despite the CEQA appeal. Please do 
not let discriminatory rhetoric and/or delay tactics sway your support of this important and 
timely initiative.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this appeal.

With warm regards,

John C. Brauer, M.A. 
CEO

HELPING INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES REBUILD THEIR LIVES AND END HOMELESSNESS
825 E. Orange Grove Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91104 P 626.240.4550 F 626.798.1640 www.unionstationhs.org

http://www.unionstationhs.org


UPWARD
REBUILDING

BOUND
FAMILIES

HOUSE
August 4, 2017

Chair Jose Huizar and Members of the
Planning & Land Use Management Committee (PLUM}
City of Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street, Room 360
Los Angeles, CA 90012
c/o City Clerk

Board of Directors

Renee Ordeneaux, CPA 
President

Tracy Edwards 
Vice President

Sara Lo 
Treasurer

Cathy O'Shea 
Secretary RE: C.F. 16-0503 - Lorena Plaza project

Kim Defend erf er Dear Chairman Huizar and Members of the PLUM Committee:
Rev. Patricia Farris

Ray Hofmeister 

Neema Mahdavian 

Glenda Martinez 

Cindy Maroun 

Cindy McQuade, LCSW 

Michael Song 

Jane Spiegel, MD 

Kitty Wallace 

Andrew Weissman 

Tom Wilson 

Ysette Witteveen

I am writing in support of the Lorena Plaza project, and to urge the Planning and 
Land Use Management Committee (PLUM} to deny the CEQA appeal filed by El 
Mercado.

The proposed 49-unit Lorena Plaza project will help Los Angeles address the 
homeless crisis the City is experiencing. Half of the apartments will also be 
dedicated for veterans and their families. Projects like the Lorena Plaza are a vital 
component to ending homelessness in Los Angeles and it is particularly important 
that we support the construction of this project given the rising number of 
homeless persons in Los Angeles County.

Executive Director 

Christine Mirasy- Glasco
With the passage of measures H and HHH, Los Angeles County residents have 
shown their commitment to ending homelessness; supporting the construction of 
permanent supportive housing by well-experienced developers like A Community 
of Friends will help us all meet this goal.

As you know this project is similar in size to many other affordable housing 
projects in the City of Los Angeles which also received mitigated negative 
declarations. The issues identified in the CEQA appeal are not significant enough 
to require more than this determination. Therefore, I urge you to deny the appeal 
and allow the project to proceed.

Sincerely,

C-U^xoiiVhA^c?

Christine Mirasy-Glasco 
Executive Director

em
1104 Washington Avenue, Santa Monica, CA 90403 | 310.458.7779 | www.upwardboundhouse.org

http://www.upwardboundhouse.org


Venice Community Housing Corporation
72.0 Rose Avenue, Venice, California 90291-2710 
Tel: (310) 399-4100 Fax: (310) 399-1130 
Web: www.VCHCorp.org

August 3, 2017

Counci Imember Jose Huizar 
Councilmember Marqueece Harris-Dawson 
Co unci Imember Curren Price 
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield 
Councilmember Mitch Englander
LA City Council, Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
City Hall
200 N. Spring Street 
LA, CA 90012

Dear Counci lmembers,

This letter is to urge your support at the August 8, 2017 Planning and Land Use Committee 
meeting for the Lorena Plaza project, a permanent supportive housing development proposed by 
A Community of Friends on Metro-owned land.

As you all are well aware, LA’s homelessness crisis continues to get worse and siting permanent 
supportive housing quickly and fairly is key to solving this crisis. A Community of Friends is 
one of the largest, longest-standing and most successful permanent supportive housing 
developers in our city. The combination of the urgent homelessness crisis, a well-established 
and responsible developer, publicly-owned land being repurposed, and an appropriately sized 
and designed project for Boyle Heights deserves swift approval. As public supporters of 
Proposition HHH, it is exactly projects like these that we, as housing developers and advocates, 
and voters across the City expect you to support and expedite.

In most every neighborhood, housing developers and public officials will hear opposition to 
permanent supportive housing. Responsible developers like A Community of Friends have 
incorporated community concerns into their approach and will ensure high quality housing and 
responsive management such that our developments will add value to neighborhoods. Elected 
officials must also ensure that valid community concerns are addressed, but ultimately approve 
good projects in every neighborhood despite those who remain opposed.

We look forward to working with this committee and the City as a whole to site and build 10,000 
new permanent supportive housing units over the next decade. Approval of the Lorena Plaza 
project is an important next step in this process. Please contact me with any questions or 
concerns.

Sincerely,

Becky Dennison 
Executive Director

http://www.VCHCorp.org


WOMEN
ORGANIZING

KSRESOURCES
KNOWLEDGE

* SERVICES

August 7,2017

PLUM Committee 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: C.F. 16-0503

Dear PLUM Committee Members,

Please take this letter as support for A Community of Friends’ Lorena Plaza development, a 49-unit 
Permanent Supportive Housing(PSH) project primarily for families, that also includes 10,000 square 
feet of retail. Half of the apartments will also be for veterans in additional to person with mental health 
challenges. The project is designed in-scale with the surrounding community. Please note the people 
attempting to scare the community with public testimony like “please protect our children” and “you are 
putting our children at risk" as relating to people with mental illnesses need to be ashamed of 
themselves. PSH developers like ACOF are meticulous in ensuring that persons with mental illnesses 
have both on and off-site supportive services that serve to ensure that the residents who will find their 
homes at Lorena Plaza have the best chance to succeed in their new environment.

In an environmental where homelessness is rising at an alarming rate, please stand up for people with 
mental illnesses and for veterans in need of safe, decent affordable housing so that all peoples no 
matter their disability have the right to affordable homes! ,

We ask that the PLUM Committee recommend this project for approval by the full City Council. Thank 
you for your consideration of this much needed PSH.

Sincerely,

LCl

channa grace 
President and CEO
Women Organizing Resources, Knowledge and Services.

795 N Avenue 50 | Los Angeles, CA 90042 | P 323.341.7028 | F 323.341.5815 | worksusa.org



Catherine Viloria

Subject: FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DB

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does then part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Joshua Blumenkopf using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Joshua Blumenkopf
215 S Madison Ave Pasadena, CA 91101-2874 jbliunenkopf@gmail.com

i

mailto:jbliunenkopf@gmail.com


Catherine Viloria

FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DBSubject:

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, tire people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Ryan Bostic using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Ryan Bostic 
Los Angeles, CA 90020 

rabostic@yahoo.com

l

mailto:rabostic@yahoo.com


Catherine Viloria

FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DBSubject:

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of tire adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Nicholas Bums using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Burns
2120 S Bentley Aye Apt 306 Los Angeles, CA 90025-5763 nkbums3@gmail.com

l

mailto:nkbums3@gmail.com


Catherine Viloria

FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DBSubject:

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Andy Freeland using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Andy Freeland
645 W 9th St Apt 233 Los Angeles, CA 90015-1642 andy@andyfreeland.net

l

mailto:andy@andyfreeland.net


Catherine Viloria

FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DBSubject:

-----Original Message-----
From: brentgaisford@everyactioncustom.com [mailto:brentgaisford@everyactioncustom.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 15, 201712:37 PM 
To: Catherine Viloria <cviloria@acof.org>
Subject: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DB

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge tire city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments, like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Brent Gaisford using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Brent Gaisford 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 

brentgaisford@gmaiI.com

l

mailto:brentgaisford@everyactioncustom.com
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Catherine Viloria

FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DBSubject:

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Stanley Johnson using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Stanley Johnson 
Los Angeles, CA 90016 

stan3457@hotmail.com

l

mailto:stan3457@hotmail.com


Catherine Viloria

FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DBSubject:

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across die LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, tire people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood, hr addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Matthew Luery using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Matthew Luery 

Los Angeles, CA 90027 
matthew.luery@gmail.com

l

mailto:matthew.luery@gmail.com


Google Groups

16-0503 Letter of Support

Jacob Peter Noonan
Posted in group: Clerk-PLUM-Committee

Aug 8, 2017 9:11 AM

Dear Chair Huizar and Members of the City Council PLUM Committee,

I own and live in a single family home 2 blocks from this project site and urge you to reject is appeal and expedite this 
housing project.

The project is brought forward by a seasoned local non-profit with an established reputation and portfolio of housing 
accomplishing city and region goals supporting those in most need, sustainability, social equity, and 
our city.

term resilience of

This project is value added to Boyle Heights. It is appropriate for the site. It is near a light rail station, several bus lines, and 
neighborhood serving commercial/ retail uses.

In the prior RHNA cycle, the City of LA did not come close to meeting minimum obligations for housing production. 
California housing law requires jurisdictions to remove governmental constraints to the production of housing, and CEQA 
does not apply to code compliant affordable housing projects (Gov. Code 15194). To pencil, this project needs the 
additional height and the parking concessions. These requests are legitimate and reasonable. City codes should be 
amended to allow projects like this to be code compliant and exempt for CEQA. Regardless, any potential mitigation 
necessary to ensure possible neighborhood impacts are addressed has been addressing in the mitigation monitoring plan.

After rejecting this appeal and expediting the project I would urge the City Council to further examine City codes and 
remove constraints that apply CEQA to housing projects otherwise exempt from environmental review.

I look forward to welcoming our new neighbors to the Boyle Heights community.

Again, please reject this appeal and expedite this project. Let's get shovels in the ground and new housing built!

Sincerely,

Pete Noonan

Housing Manager for City of West Hollywood



Catherine Viloria

FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DBSubject:

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Margaret Totty using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Margaret Totty
6026 3rd Ave Los Angeles, CA 90043-4204 margarettotty@yahoo.com

l
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Catherine Viloria

Subject: FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DB

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes drat these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does then part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is direcdy served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Lara Wojahn using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Lara Wojahn
12517 Mitchell Ave Los Angeles, CA 90066-4805 lara@wojahn.com

l

mailto:lara@wojahn.com


Catherine Viloria

FW: Lorena Plaza-Case DIR-2015-1998-DBSubject:

Dear Dora Gallo/

Let's build more housing for all.

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Will Wright using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely, -
Will Wright
734 E Kensington Rd Los Angeles, CA 90026-4427 wiUrobwright@gmail.com

mailto:wiUrobwright@gmail.com


Catherine Viloria

Subject: FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DB

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

Tire greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across the LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, the people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities in the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units.to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, I believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Javier Orozco using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Javier Orozco
717 S Mathews St Los Angeles, CA 90023-1312 javierorozco717@gmail.com

l
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Catherine Viloria

Subject: FW: Lorena Plaza- Case DIR-2015-1998-DB

Dear Dora Gallo,

I am writing to you to state my strong support for the proposed 49-unit affordable housing development, the 
Lorena Plaza, at 3401-3415 East First St and 116-126 South Lorena St, case DIR-2015-1998-DB. I urge the city to 
reject the appeal of the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(MMP) for this project.

The greater Los Angeles region is facing a severe housing shortage. This project will provide much needed 
dedicated affordable housing. Thousands of families across tire LA region are in need of housing 
developments like these. Abundant Housing LA believes that these housing challenges can only be addressed 
if everyone in the region does their part.

With overwhelming support for Measure HHH and Measure H, tire people of Los Angeles have made it clear 
that housing the homeless is one of the top priorities hr the region. Residents have voted to tax themselves to 
fund these badly needed housing units; now is the time to put those funds to work. This project, dedicating 
half of its units to the homeless and half to low income veterans and families, will make LA a better place.

This project is in a fantastic location for housing. It is only two blocks from the Metro Gold Line stop at 
Indiana, and is directly served by Metro bus service (Route 30/330). It provides good transit access to major 
employment centers in downtown LA, Koreatown, and Hollywood. In addition, many desirable neighborhood 
amenities like retail and restaurants are in easy walking and cycling distance.

For these reasons, 1 believe this project is a good project for Los Angeles and for the region. Again, I urge the 
city to reject the appeal of the MND and MMP, and allow this project to proceed.

Personally sent by Daniel Schreiner using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool.

Sincerely,
Daniel Schreiner
4827 Bonvue Ave Los Angeles, CA 90027-1104 dan000419@aol.com
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