
File No. 16-0603

GENERAL EXEMPTION, PUBLIC WORKS AND GANG REDUCTION COMMITTEE 
REPORT and ORDINANCE FIRST CONSIDERATION relative to the condemnation and 
acquisition of property to be used for transit facilities by the Los Angeles Department of 
Transportation (LADOT).

Recommendations for Council action, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. FIND that the information contained in the Notice of Exemption and the accompanying 
General Exemption Narrative has been reviewed and considered by Council.

2. FIND that the Notice of Exemption and the accompanying General Exemption Narrative 
adequately describe the potential impacts of the Project.

3. PRESENT and ADOPT the accompanying ORDINANCE dated June 2, 2016 finding that 
the public interest and necessity require the condemnation of property and improvements 
located at 12760 to 12776 Foothill Boulevard, Sylmar, California 91342 (parcels 2514-007
039, 2514-007-041, and 2514-007-043), for the operation and maintenance of transit 
facilities by the LADOT, a public use.

4. DIRECT appropriate City Department staff to take all actions necessary to authorize 
payment for this acquisition from Proposition A Fund No. 385, Bus Facility Purchase 
Program Account No. 94L446.

5. AUTHORIZE the City Attorney’s Office to make the necessary deposit of probable just 
compensation and seek an order from the Court to obtain pre-judgment possession of the 
property.

6. AUTHORIZE the Department of General Services to continue attempting to acquire title to 
the property in fee simple absolute through a negotiated purchase and, if successful, to 
execute all documents necessary to accomplish the transfer of this interest to the City of 
Los Angeles.

Fiscal Impact Statement: None submitted by the City Attorney. Neither the City Administrative 
Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

SUMMARY

Accompanying a report to Council dated January 27, 2016, the City Attorney presents Ordinance 
relative to the condemnation and acquisition of property to be used for transit facilities by 
LADOT. The property is approximately 219,296 square feet and consists of two one-story 
buildings, a compressed natural gas fueling station, parking areas, one 20,000-gallon 
underground storage tank and four above ground storage tanks. It is currently used as a bus 
maintenance facility for LADOT DASH and Commuter Express buses. Once condemned, the 
use of the property will not change according to the City Attorney. The property will become a 
City-owned transit facility instead of a privately owned transit facility. On May 13, 2016, an offer in



the amount of $16,226,440 was made to the property owner. The Department of General 
Services has been negotiating with the property owner for the last two years. Prior offers to 
purchase the property have all been rejected.

The City Attorney goes on to report that LADOT has an ongoing bus facility purchase program 
designed to replace existing contractor-leased facilities with City-owned facilities. Condemning 
this property is anticipated to save the City nearly $444,000 per year in lease costs. Assuming 
lease cost increases of 4% per year, acquisition of the property will pay for itself in approximately 
20 years, with the City realizing ongoing annual lease savings thereafter. A City-owned and 
contractor-operated transit maintenance facility in the San Fernando Valley also reduces non
revenue generating vehicle mileage by the City's transit fleet, thereby reducing fuel consumption, 
vehicle maintenance, and depreciation costs. The Environmental Management Group has 
determined that this project is exempt pursuant to Article 11, Section 1, of the City's environmental 
guidelines because the project consists of an ownership transfer and continuation of the existing 
use. No significant effects on the environment have been identified.

At its meeting held August 8 2016, the Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee 
recommended that Council approve Ordinance and the City Attorney recommendations as 
amended to incorporate a correction of the account title from which funds will be drawn to 
purchase the property, as reflected above.

MEMBER VOTE 
BUSCAINO: YES 
MARTINEZ: YES 
PRICE: YES
O'FARRELL: YES 
RYU: YES
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