
HEALTH, EDUCATION, NEIGHBORHOOD, 
PARKS, ARTS a RIVER

MOTION

Roundup is the brand name of a glyphosate-based herbicide originally produced by 
Monsanto, which was recently acquired by Bayer. Glyphosate is the most widely used herbicide 
in the United States -- and one of the most controversial. The World Health Organization’s 
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) deemed Roundup a probable carcinogen
in 2015. The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment lists glyphosate as a 
known human carcinogen under the state's Proposition 65. Recently, a UC San Diego study 
linked the weed killer to a rise in liver disease among humans.

In 2016, Motion (Bonin - Koretz) instructed the Department of Recreation and Parks 
(RAP) to report on the use of Roundup in City parks and on alternatives that would better 
protect public health (C.F. 16-0651). In 2017, RAP reported on Its safety protocols and risk 
mitigation measures when applying Roundup. In addition, RAP further limited exposure to 
Roundup by no longer applying to unwanted vegetation within 100 feet of children’s play areas, 
recreation centers and dog parks. In light of more recent health findings, it is imperative that 
stronger restrictions be imposed.

Recently, the use of the herbicide has been the subject of considerable and frequent 
litigation. Several cases in California were recently filed against Monsanto, the parent company 
for Roundup, claiming that Roundup causes cancer. In three cases in the past year, the courts 
found in favor of the plaintiffs and ordered Monsanto to pay damages, in one case, the plaintiffs 
were awarded $2,055 billion in damages, which was reported as the largest award in any 
personal injury case and the eighth largest in U.S. history, it is increasingly clear that the use of 
Roundup and glyphosate by the city departments puts the city at risk of litigation and liability.

It is prudent and appropriate for the City to take additional efforts to ban the use of 
Roundup and glyphosate Citywide at all parks and facilities.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Department of Recreation and 
Parks to take immediate action to prohibit the use of Roundup at all City parks and facilities, and 
report on alternative products or vegetation management methods, that better protect public 
health and the potential costs.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council request that the Port of Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles World Airports, and Department of Water & Power report on whether they use 
Roundup on any properties and facilities, and request said departments cease its use.
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