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March 8, 2016

Councilmember Paul Koretz 
200 North Spring Street, Suite 440 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear City Councilmember Koretz:

I am writing in support of the proposal brought forward to you by UCLA to include 
the name, “Geffen Square” to the segment of Le Conte Avenue and Westwood 
Boulevard. This naming would recognize the enormous contributions of Mr. 
David Geffen in support of UCLA and the Westwood community.

As you are well aware, David Geffen has provided some of the most significant 
philanthropic support in the nation through his activities related to gifts to UCLA, 
which also benefit the Westwood community. Early on, he established the Geffen 
Theater, which has brought previously unrealized cultural opportunity to the West 
Los Angeles and to Westwood Village, in particular. His game-changing gift to 
the UCLA School of Medicine has provided scholarships allowing one third of the 
medical students to attend for free, resulting in an enormous increase in the 
quality of the graduates from the medical school and the opportunity for talented 
individuals who would otherwise not have the financial means to attend medical 
school to do just that. Most recently, David Geffen provided the funding to build 
“Geffen Academy.” This school, to be located on Kinross Avenue in Westwood, 
will provide high-quality education to the children of faculty at UCLA as well as to 
the general public on the Westside, particularly in Westwood.

For all these reasons, adding the name, “Geffen Square” to the segment of Le 
Conte Avenue between the Geffen Theater and the soon-to-be-completed Geffen 
Hall (At Tiverton Avenue) is, in my opinion, appropriate and warranted. To 
celebrate someone who has provided long-standing support to our community is 
something that we should publically recognize.

Thank you for considering this proposal.

Sincerely,

Steven C. Gordon
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