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Mr. Royal Suk-kyu Yang was bom on May 23, 1937 in the City of Jung-eup, North Cholla 
Province in the Republic of Korea to a farming family of humble means. In 1953, at the age of 
16, seeking to attain the levels of education beyond primary school, Mr. Yang left home and 
arrived in Seoul (the capital city) to attend ‘Ko-myung’ Junior High School and subsequently 
‘Surabul’ Senior High School for the Performing Arts, all-the-while working as an ‘errand boy’ 
at a local Inn to earn necessary school and living expenses and to secure a place to eat and sleep.

After high school, Mr. Yang was accepted to the prestigious Han-yang University Law 
School in 1960 and was accorded a law degree four years later with honors upon finishing the 
required course work for graduation. Shortly after serving in the ROK military, Mr. Yang 
brought his family to the United States in 1969 with only few hundred dollars to his name but 
with unshakable faith and determination that with hard work and by investing his money wisely, 
he will undoubtedly succeed and secure a promising future for his family in the newly adopted 
country.

Upon arrival, Mr. Yang immediately set out to provide for his family by working two jobs 
simultaneously, namely as a hotel laundry-man and then as a janitor in the evenings, for the next 
three (3) years. With amassed savings through thrifty living, Mr. Yang started his own business 
operating a small wig shop at the location of Soto Street and Brooklyn Avenue in East Los 
Angeles. In 1974, Mr. Yang established ‘Royal Market’ at 1147 Western Avenue to address the 
ethnic grocery needs of the nascent but emerging Korean-American community along Vermont 
and Western Avenues and Olympic Boulevard.

Aside from his reputation as a savvy business man, Mr. Yang is perhaps better and more 
widely known in Korean American community of Southern California as a long-standing 
community leader who has dedicated his entire 46 years since coming to the U.S. on improving 
the lives and to assist in the assimilation process of newly-arriving Koreans seniors. It could be 
said that, even to this day, his most ardent and persistent passion is to work with Korean- 
American seniors in easing their transition process in the new country.

It is widely held that the present-day Koreatown in Los Angeles did not take shape and come 
together as a cohesive force until 1972 - the year in which Koreatown Development Association 
was first officially formed. In 1970, as the vice-president of the organizing committee, Mr. Yang 
played an important and integral role in the inaugural formation of ‘The Korean-American 
Chamber of Commerce of Los Angeles’.

Mr. Yang’s early passion for lending his many talents to the Koreatown community and its 
progress and development took successively greater turn by serving as the founding Chairman of 
the Board of Director and as the Second President of the Koreatown Development Association in 
1972 and 1973 respectively.
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The Korean American Federation of Los Angeles County is considered to be the de facto 
umbrella organization for Korean America community of Southern California. It is the only 
organization where there is countywide voting process to elect the president and its board of 
directors. Mr. Yang served in the capacity of Chairman of the Board of Directors for this 
organization for two successive years starting in 1978.

To this end, Mr. Yang established a school for Korean American seniors called “L.A. 
Peoples College” and began teaching Korean seniors English as Second language and U.S. 
Citizenship classes. Over the years, “L.A. Peoples College” has been successful in assisting and 
preparing over 6,500 Korean American seniors to pass the required citizenship examination in 
order for them to gain the full status as the naturalized citizens of the United States.

L.A. Peoples College, in addition to holding ESL and Citizenship classes, also sponsored 
Annual Harvest Moon Festival and Celebration for the Korean Seniors for over twenty (20) 
years. This festival and the attendant celebration have been attended by between 2,000 to 3,000 
seniors each time to commemorate this time-honored Korean Holiday for giving thanks for a 
good harvest.

The Royal Cultural Foundation which was created and headed by Mr. Yang also got involved 
in providing scholarships for the deserving college students throughout the region and overseas. 
The Scholarship fund, which began relatively small with an annual scholarship giveaway of just 
a few thousand dollars, grew to giving out $100,000 annually to deserving students both in 
Southern California and in Korea.

Mr. Yang has to date received more than one hundred commendations from all levels of 
government in the U.S. for his outstanding work and exemplary dedication to the causes of 
helping Korean American seniors to live better and more productive lives. In addition, he had 
been recognized and commended by four (4) different presidents of the Republic of Korea for his 
outstanding work with overseas Korean diaspora.

In 2007, Mr. Yang was presented with the “Dong-bak Jang” medal, which is equivalent to 
the “Presidential Medal of Freedom” in the U.S. for his many accomplishments and outstanding 
overseas community service by the government of South Korea. Today, Mr. Yang is universally 
recognized and accepted in the Korean American communities throughout the country as a 
pioneering leader and one of the most successful business men who has exemplified and capably 
demonstrated the very ideals of social responsibility and charity.

Mr. Yang is a devout Christian and a founding member and senior elder at 1,500 member 
strong Nasung Presbyterian Church in El Sereno Community of Los Angeles since 1976. Mr. 
Yang, in recognition of his abiding dedication to and in material support of Christian charity and 
missionary work, was accorded an honorary degree of Doctor of Philosophy by Los Angeles 
Bible College and Seminary in May of 1974.



I THEREFORE MOVE that the intersection at Olympic Boulevard and Western Avenue 
be named as “Royal Suk-kyu Yang Square,” and that the Department of Transportation be 
directed to erect permanent ceremonial sign(s) to this effect at this location.
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