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Resolution (Krekorian - et al.) in support of the Safety for All Act of 2016SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Revised Resolution to include in the City’s 
2015-2016 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for the Safety for All Act of 2016, which would 
enact gun control reforms related to the possession of high-capacity magazines, ammunition sales, 
reports of stolen firearms and other gun control reforms.

SUMMARY
On June 24,2016, a Resolution (Krekorian - et al.) was introduced in support of the Safety for All 
Act of 2016. The Resolution states that California has been at the forefront in adopting effective, 
commonsense gun safety laws, but that there are still loopholes in California’s laws that allow for 
too many dangerous individuals to obtain firearms. The Resolution states that the Safety for All 
Act of 2016, a ballot initiative introduced by Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom, contains a 
package of reforms that would protect families and communities from gun violence.

The Resolution states that this initiative would strengthen oversight of firearm dealers by requiring 
background checks on employees and requiring them to report lost or stolen ammunition or 
firearms to law enforcement. The Resolution further states that the initiative would require 
ammunition sellers to be licensed and require background checks on individuals purchasing 
ammunition. The Resolution also states that the initiative would ban possession of high-capacity 
magazines, and implement a clear process for specific types of convicted criminals to turn over 
their firearms, among other gun control reforms. The Resolution, therefore, seeks an official 
position of the City of Los Angeles to support the Safety for All Act of 2016.

BACKGROUND
The Safety for All Act of 2016 ballot initiative qualified for the November 2016 ballot on June 23, 
2016. The initiative would strengthen gun control measures in the state of California by enacting 
a number of reforms. The initiative would:

1. Require an individual to report the loss or theft of a firearm he or she owns or possesses to 
law enforcement within five days of discovering their firearm is missing;

2. Require licensed firearms dealers to post warnings related to the use and storage of firearms 
in a conspicuous location in their licensed premises;

3. Require the California Department of Justice to submit pertinent details of individuals 
denied a purchase of a firearm to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System;

4. Prohibit the possession of high-capacity magazines, which can hold more than ten rounds 
of ammunition;
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Require firearms vendors to report the loss or theft of any firearm or ammunition from the 
vendor’s place of business within 48 hours of discovering the loss;
Require ammunition vendors to obtain a license to sell ammunition;
Require ammunition sales to be conducted by or processed through a licensed ammunition 
vendor;
Require individuals who are seeking to purchase ammunition to submit to a background 
check and obtain a permit to purchase ammunition from the California Department of 
Justice;
Establish new procedures for enforcing laws prohibiting firearm possession by felons and 
violent criminals; and 

10. Prohibit persons convicted of stealing a firearm from possessing firearms.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Of particular note, the Safety for All Act of 2016 would treat the sale of ammunition in a similar 
manner to the sale of firearms, and would ban the possession of high-capacity magazines capable 
of holding more than ten rounds. While the sale, purchase, importation or manufacture of these 
magazines is illegal in the state, possession is not. These types of magazines have been used in 
numerous mass shootings across the country, and enable a shooter to fire off a large number of 
rounds before reloading. The City of Los Angeles adopted an ordinance banning possession of 
high-capacity magazines on August 8, 2015. This initiative is in line with policies previously 
supported by the City of Los Angeles.

This initiative is supported by various gun control advocacy groups, as well as local jurisdictions, 
law enforcement agencies and elected officials. Advocates state that this initiative ensures that 
California continues leading the way on implementing gun control measures designed to keep the 
public safe from the threat of gun crimes.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
Police Department 
City Attorney’s Office

Joshua W. Drake 
Analyst
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Attachments: 1, Resolution (Krekorian - et al.)
2. Revised Resolution
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency 
must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the 
Mayor; and

WHEREAS, more than 117,000 Americans were killed or injured by guns in 2013, including nearly 
7,500 minors, and 8,935 Californians; and

WHEREAS, there have been at least 160 school shootings in America since the massacre at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in December 2012; and

WHEREAS, California has been at the forefront in adopting effective, common sense gun safety 
laws to save lives and increase public safety, but the state still has loopholes in its laws that allow too many 
dangerous individuals to obtain firearms and commit acts of violence; and

WHEREAS, California Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom introduced a 2016 ballot measure 
known as the "Safety for All Act of 2016," which is a package of common sense reforms to protect our 
families and communities from gun violence; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would help keep ammunition from falling into dangerous hands by 
requiring ammunition sellers to be licensed, to conduct background checks on purchasers and employees, 
and to report records of ammunition sales and lost or stolen ammunition to law enforcement; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would strengthen oversight of firearm dealers by requiring them to 
conduct employee background checks and report lost or stolen ammunition, as well as firearms; and

WHEREAS, similar to the ban enacted by the City of Los Angeles in 2015, this initiative would 
help protect our city from mass shootings by making it illegal to possess the kinds of military-style, large- 
capacity ammunition magazines that enable mass killings; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would help enforce existing gun laws by implementing a clear process 
for those convicted of a felony or other firearm-prohibiting crime to relinquish their firearms after 
conviction; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would help law enforcement break up gun trafficking rings and return 
lost or stolen firearms to their lawful owners by requiring individuals to notify law enforcement if their 
firearm has been lost or stolen; and

WHEREAS, the initiative would ensure that California law enforcement shares crucial data with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Background Check System; and

WHEREAS, recent public polls show the vast majority of Californians support all of these 
proposals to close loopholes and strengthen our state’s gun safety laws; and

WHEREAS, it is essential for the public safety of the people of Los Angeles to support effective 
and reasonable reforms to protect our community from gun violence;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2015 - 2016 State Legislative Program 
SUPPORT for the Safety for All Act of 2016, a ballot initiative which would strengthen gun-control 
measures in California.
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RESOLUTION

Safety for All Act of 2016

WHEREAS, more than 117,000 Americans were killed or injured by guns in 2013, including 
nearly 7,500 minors, and 8,935 Californians; and

WHEREAS, there have been at least 160 school shootings in America since the massacre at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in December 2012; and

WHEREAS, California has been at the forefront in adopting effective, common sense gun 
safety laws to save lives and increase public safety, but the state still has loopholes in its 
laws that allow too many dangerous individuals to obtain firearms and commit acts of 
violence; and

WHEREAS, California Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom introduced a 2016 ballot 
measure known as the "Safety for All Act of 2016,” which is a package of common sense 
reforms to protect our families and communities from gun violence; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would help keep ammunition from falling into dangerous hands 
by requiring ammunition sellers to be licensed, to conduct background checks on 
purchasers and employees, and to report records of ammunition sales and lost or stolen 
ammunition to law enforcement; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would strengthen oversight of firearm dealers by requiring them 
to conduct employee background checks and report lost or stolen ammunition, as well as 
firearms; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would help protect our city from mass shootings by making it 
illegal to possess the kinds of militaiy-style, large-capacity ammunition magazines that 
enable mass killings, and that the City of Los Angeles banned in 2015; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would help enforce existing gun laws by implementing a clear 
process for those convicted of a felony or other firearm-prohibiting crime to relinquish 
their firearms after conviction; and

WHEREAS, this initiative would help law enforcement break up gun trafficking rings and 
return lost or stolen firearms to their lawful owners by requiring individuals to notify law 
enforcement if their firearm has been lost or stolen; and

WHEREAS, the initiative would ensure that California law enforcement shares crucial data 
with the FBI's Background Check System; and

WHEREAS, recent public polls show the vast majority of Californians support all of these 
proposals to close loopholes and strengthen our state's gun safety laws; and



WHEREAS, it is essential for the public safety of the people of Los Angeles to support 
effective and reasonable reforms to protect our community from gun violence;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby supports the "Safety for All Act' 
ballot initiative.

Presented by:
PAUL KREKORIAN 
Councilmember, 2nd District

Seconded by:
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