
September 26, 2016,
[t>- 08^5

To: Board of Public Works, ,
Commissioner Kevin James, President Commissioner Mike Davjfes, President Commissioner
Heather Repenning, Vice President Commissioner Joel Jacinto

From: Lia Renee, Stakeholder Lia@pilarus.com 

Re: Sanitary Sewer in Easement at 283 Trino Way

Dear Commissioners,
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In June 2016. the sanitaiy sewer pipe at 283 Trino Way was verified as broken, and offset in more than 
8 different places over its entire length. Bureau of engineering employees, and their representatives repeatedly 
and falsely stated that the pipe was not leaking. When confronted with evidence that the pipe was in fact 
leaking, the BOE employees misrepresented that the leak only occurred when BOE employees or 
representatives stepped on the already broken pipe during their excavation.

Evidence shows that water/sewage exited the pipe prior to the City’s excavation. There are still broken 
areas under the untouched earth on 283 Trino Way where the City can obtain evidence to show that the pipe is 
and was leaking water/sewage into the earth of the Coastal Bluff. An approximate length of time the pipe has 
been leaking and the cause of the many breaks is necessary in order to provide information for stability of the 
bluff, public streets, other public infrastructure such as sewer pipes, water mains, and other persons' properties.

BOE also falsely stated that there were no roots in the pipe, and only admitted that there were roots in 
the pipe when confronted with video evidence.

Additionally, during the City’s excavation to a depth of about 12 feet below the surface of the coastal 
bluff, liquid seepage was found to be coming from the northerly sidewall of the City ’s excavation, in an area 
above and to the right of the pipe. The inspectors’ reports omit this observation. In a meeting with Commission 
President Kevin James, Mr. Elvin Yeck denied this seepage, and denied my reporting of this observation.

It is unconscionable, dangerous, and dereliction of duty that the City is not attempting to do all possible 
to identify and obtain the source of the seepage into the City’s excavation pit on the coastal bluff, and that the 
City is not and has not installed a temporary by-pass pipe for the impacted properties to use, especially since the 
City has had video evidence of the City’s broken sewer pipe since June 17, 2016

Relevant facts for water below ground include: On 8-23-2016, the City sent me a map showing that this 
area of Ademo Way is a watercourse/drainage course (see attached); In September 2013, seepage and static 
water was found in a boring hole at 324 Ademo Way east and north of the City’s recent sewer excavation pit, in 
an area where the next upslope pipes would be in and north of Ademo Way; Ademo Way has significant new 
cracks that have occurred since slurry on 2015; “Aligatoring” cracks, which could show that there is water 
underneath Ademo Way have appeared and are not being investigated; in 2008 it was found that 325 Ademo 
Way regularly had 10” to 12” of standing water in its back yard; in 2008 it was found that 325 Ademo Way had 
to have a pump in its basement to remove water (I learned these issues in 2008 when I was in escrow on 325 
Aderno, I terminated the escrow due to the finding of w ater on the 325 Ademo property).

The appearance is that the City of Los Angeles is participating in a scheme to deny the existence of 
water and sewage located under ground so that the City does not have to take responsibility, and so that the City 
does not have to mitigate the problems and fix the problems, which the City is required to do by law.
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Request for:

• Immediate Installation of a temporary bypass pipe for 334 Ademo Way, 324 Ademo Way, 273 Trino 
Way

• Immediate sewer cap for 283 Trino Way, no sewer cap permit exists for 283 Trino Way
• Obtain plans for sewer pipe repairs to be signed by Geotechnical Engineer
• Replace broken pipes
• Install water-monitoring holes in Ademo Way upslope from Trino Way to ascertain water level, volume 

of water movement. This is also necessary to ascertain if the water is causing slope instability, which 
caused the 283 Trino pipe to be broken more than 8 times.

o Evidence shows that water exists under Ademo Way
o This is critical because the mainline sewer in Trino Way services hundreds of residences.

• Correct all false addresses, easements, online sewer pipe markings, and misrepresentations.

• Implement CA GOV 65858 until all facts/ records are made public, all issues, including public 
sanitary sewer pipes, are identified, are addressed and mitigated.

Note:
The owners of 324 Ademo Way have asked me to relay to you (because they are too elderly to come here 
themselves) that the document that you asked them to sign titled “Right of Entry, Emergency Sewer Repair 
Program” is open ended, not clear, and does not protect them. Further, that the City’s easement on 283 Trino 
Way is easily accessible with an entrance at 283 Trino Way, and that 283 Trino Way is presently an empty lot 
with no construction on it, and has areas that are relatively flat to do any necessary work that the City needs to 
perform. There is no burden on any one living at 283 Trino Way because no residence exists at 283 Trino Way 
therefore it is unreasonable that the City does not use 283 Trino Way for its project.

Sincerely, 

Lia Renee

Lia Renee
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