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Dear Council members:

Recently, a colleague of mine at another university encouraged me to write a letter on behalf 
of the Little Tokyo Historical Society’s proposal to obtain a “Historic-Cultural Monument” designation 
for the Japanese Hospital located in the Boyle Heights district of Los Angeles.

Having recently reviewed some of the available research about the history of the Japanese 
Hospital—along with the wonderful essay and photos available on the Los Angeles Conservancy’s 
web site— < https://www.laconservancv.org/locations/iapanese-hospital > —I strongly urge the PLUM 
Council to support such a designation. The Japanese Hospital site, along with the issues 
that it both entails and represents, is fully worth preservation; I have no doubt that awarding a 
“Historic-Cultural Monument” designation to this august building would be a huge step toward 
putting its history/significance on the record for future generations of Angelinos.

To wit: for the past couple of years I have been working on a chapter for a new book, edited 
by Professor Franklin Odo, for the National Park Services’ Asian American Pacific Islander 
Heritage Initiative . Here is the link that describes each chapter in this forthcoming publication, for 
your reference: < https://www.nps.gov/AAPI/contents.html >

The point is that the National Park Service is presently (and seriously) engaged in a nation-wide 
effort to identify and preserve significant buildings and other physical manifestations of A/PI history and 
endeavor in the U.S.A. I submit that recognizing the Japanese Hospital building along the lines that 
have been advocated by the Little Tokyo Historical Society would be totally consistent with the 
current mission of the National Park Service.

Lane Ryo Hirabayashl, PH.D.
Professor, and Aratam-Bndowed Chair 
Asian American Studies Department
UCLA
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