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Re: Council File no. 16-0901

Dear Ms. Wolcott

I am writing in support of designating the former Japanese Hospital building in Boyle 
Heights a Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM). The Japanese Hospital is one cf many 
buildings in Boyle Heights that holds great historical significance. Yet, if designated, it 
would only be the sixth—of the more than 1,100 HCM designations that the City of Los 
Angeles has made—that outwardly reflects the ricn history and contributions of the 
Japanese American community in the region, which established roots in 1884 in Little 
Tokyo.

The hospital illuminates an ethnic community's attempt to create a health care facility as 
a means to combat rac’al discrimination that barred Japanese immigrants from receiving 
care at most health facilities in early twentieth-century Los Angeles. In 1926, five 
Japanese immigrant doctors attempted to incorporate the Japanese Hospital on property 
they acquired at First and Fickett Streets. The California Secretary of State denied their 
application for incorporation. When the physicians contested the decision, the case went 
to the California State Supreme Court and ultimately to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1928. 
Both courts ruled in favor of the doctors and the hospital opened in 1929. The health 
care facility in Boyle Heights has served a diverse group of Angelenos ever since.

The legal struggles for incorporation reveal that the story of the Japanese Hospital 
embodies the city’s cultural heritage criteria since it is directly tied to important events in 
the main currents of national, state, and local history.

The Little Tokyo Historical Society hopes the Planning and Land Use Management 
committee members share our appreciation for the significance of the Japanese Hospital 
in conveying the larger history of our city and region, and that they support including the 
building in the list of HCM landmarks

Sincerely,

Michael G Okamura 
President
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