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Hello Michael Okamura, Sharon Dickinson & Paul Habib,

Would you please submit my public comment below for the Planning and Land Use Management Committee, Public 
Hearing Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2016, Agenda Item #8 (Council File 16-0901)?

If you cannot submit it on my behalf, would you please inform me how I may be able provide my comments to the 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for this agenda item?

Thank you for your help. Please let me know if you have questions.

Regards,

James N. Okumura

★ **'*'* ID I iRII/v D A 1 1 / *****Public Comment Below
■****"*********'*•**********'*****■***

Date: September 25, 2016

To: City of Los Angeles, Planning and Land Use Management Committee
Board of Public Works 
Edward R. Roybal Hearing Room 350 
200 North Spring Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

From: James N. Okumura 
P.O. Box 559
Point Reyes Station, CA 94956

Re: Council File 16-0901: 101 South Fickett Street / Japanese Hospital / Cultural-Historical Monument
Public Hearing Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2016, Agenda Item #8

Dear City of Los Angeles, Planning and Land Use Management Committee Members, Huizar, Harris-Dawson, Cedillo, 
Englander, Price, and Staff,

As I am unable to personally attend this public hearing, I hope you will pardon my writing to you from my home in 
Northern California supporting the City of Los Angeles' Cultural Heritage Commission's effort to designate the Japanese 
Hospital located at 101 S. Fickett Street in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

In this day and age where our country seems increasingly divided and at odds with one another, the story behind this 
hospital teaches us what our parents did, and what we and our children can do when we have the courage to act and do 
what is right. We need more stories like this now. And these stories need a physical tangible element to help back them 
up and make them real, in this case the hospital building.

I happened to be born in this Japanese Hospital in September 1958, the same year the Los Angeles chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects’ (AIA) Historic Building Committee and the City’s Municipal Art Commission began work 
on an ordinance to create a citizens board to survey, identify and protect historic sites throughout the city. Three years
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earlier, in 1955, my father was honorably discharged from the U.S. Air Force after having served in Tokyo, Japan during 
the Korean Conflict, where he met my mother, were married and returned to Los Angeles. The Japanese Hospital with its 
doctors, nurses and staff, served my family well, among many things, helping my mother, who could speak little English 
then, with prenatal care, postnatal care and my own birth.

Over a decade earlier, during World War Two, my father, his parents and siblings were unjustly incarcerated in multiple 
War Relocation Authority and Department of Justice 'camps', one of them being in Jerome, Arkansas. While there, they 
were neighbors to Dr. Daishiro Kuroiwa, one of the co-founders of the Japanese Hospital, and his family who resided in 
the adjacent barracks. My father and aunts were good friends with the Kuroiwa daughters and were aii beneficiaries of 
Dr. Kuroiwa’s work.

In 2014, while I was talking with a Marin Airporter bus driver on a ride from San Francisco International Airport, the 
Japanese Hospital came up during the course of conversation. Turns out he, Jim Stoup (he's not of Japanese ancestry), 
was born at the Japanese Hospital while it was administered by Seventh-day Adventist's at White Memorial Hospital 
during World War Two, in the Japanese / Japanese American absence. Jim and I know about the hospital's story and 
significance, but we don't know how many others know the story, or will know about it in the future.

As an alumni of both USC and UCLA, I believe preserving the physical element of an important national legacy, which a 
fellow Trojan, James Marion Wright, bestowed upon our city, will continually be relevant and important to our city's 
future. I lived my first 48 years in the Greater Los Angeles Area, and will always consider myself a 'Native Angeleno' and 
an 'East L.A. Homeboy'. I have always believed that to know where you are going, you need to know your present, and 
to know your present you need to know your past. The older I get, the more I know this to be true.

I encourage the Committee to designate the Japanese Hospital as a Historic-Cultural Monument, and encourage all 
interested parties to responsibly work together in joint stewardship to continue the legacy begun by our parents, in 
serving the medical needs of our community, so our children can continue serving the medical needs of future 
generations, of all ages and backgrounds.
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Respectfully Yours,

James N. Okumura
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