
PUBLIC WORKS & GANG REDUCTIOiMOTION

Harvest Tabernacle Bible Church (Harvest) was officially established on October 17, 1976 
by Bishop Dr. Donald R. Cook, Sr., who continues to serve as Pastor/Organizer. Initial services 
for Harvest were held in the Alba Center, which is a facility located at the Pueblo Del Rio Public 
Housing Development. The community supported the presence of Harvest, as there were no 
churches in or near Pueblo Del Rio. Harvest subsequently acquired property for its current location 
at 1746 East 55th Street.

Bishop Cook attended John C. Fremont High School and was inducted into the school’s 
Hall of Fame in 1994 for his accomplishments in track and field. He earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Religion and Psychology from Pepperdine University. He continued his studies at Eula Wesley 
University in Louisiana, and earned a Master of Arts degree in Religious Studies and a Ph.D. in 
Counseling. He received his ministerial license from the Church of God in Christ and an honorary 
Doctorate of Divinity from the Los Angeles Bible College and Seminary. He was also awarded an 
honorary Doctorate of Divinity from Bible Believers College and Seminary located in Hawthorne.

Under Bishop Cook’s leadership, Harvest has become a key focal point for residents in the 
community. The residents of the City of Los Angeles have benefitted from Harvest’s presence 
through various ministries, including support for the blind and the sick. Students have attended 
various colleges and universities using funds provided by Harvest. Harvest has also made financial 
contributions to support the efforts of local schools and civic groups.

It is appropriate that the City approve a square dedication in recognition of Bishop Cook’s 
commitment to the City of Los Angeles, and to coincide with the 40th anniversary of his tenure as 
Pastor/Organizer of Harvest.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the intersection of East 55th Street and Holmes Avenue be 
named as “Bishop Dr. Donald R. Cook, Sr. Square.”

I FURTHER MOVE that that the following language be included in the naming plaque: 
In honor of his ongoing commitment to his congregation and the City of Los Angeles.”

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Transportation be directed to erect permanent 
ceremonial sign(s) to this effect at or suitably near this location.
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