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Vote Trading is a Crime and It's Ruining Los Angeles

CORRUPTION REPORT- Each week CityWatch has more articles that 
could be categorized as "Organized Crime is Ruining Las Angeles.” The 
technical name of the vehicle which the Mayor and City Council use in 
their destruction of Los Angeles is called “Accounting Control Fraud." 
The biggest problem with Accounting Control Fraud is that the name 
puts everyone except certified public accountants to sleep. An 
alternate name is Criminal Accounting.

Many readers will remember Enron whose wunderkind, CEO Ken Lay, was the toast of Dallas until he made toast 
of Enron through massive frauds. Los Angeles has its own wunderkind in Eric Garcetti. Garcetti’s mastery of 
Criminal Accounting is prodigious.

The characteristic feature of Criminal Accounting is that the company or the city itself is the target of the fraud 
which is orchestrated by the executives. In a city, the insiders are the mayor and city council. Rather than using a 
Ponzi scheme to dupe individuals out of their money, the mayor and city council steal money from their own city 
and divert tax dollars to their buddies.

A city like Los Angeles is no different from a company like Enron; it can be bilked into ruin by transferring the 
city's wealth to a handful of thieves.

Organized Crime in the DTLA Hotel Market —In 2013, the City commissioned PKR Consulting to study how to 
divert city revenues to a few friends of the Mayor and City Council. PKR Consulting (which is now CBRE Group] 
specializes in helping the hotel industry become more profitable. Habitually, the City retains consultants which 
cater to the desires of a particular industry in order to obtain "independent” studies identifying which private 
person(s) should receive huge gifts of public money. Here's what the lobbyists for the hotel industry found.

Hotels were doing exceedingly well in Los Angeles with the DTLA hotels showing an 80% occupancy rate. In an 
economy which is not dominated by organized crime, one expects ample investment money to flow into that 
portion of the economy which is doing very well. Since the DTLA hotels were doing fantastically well, no 
subsidies were necessary. Yet, PKR Consulting found that the City should give new hotels hundreds of millions of 
dollars in tax rebates. We hasten to add that providing a silly opinion is not a criminal act.

When a city solicits foolishness and then relies on the silliness in order to divert tax dollars into the pockets of its 
cronies, the city itself is the criminal enterprise.

The Legal Function of a City-People form governments in order to provide public services. I cannot construct 
the streets, nor can I build the water system, nor can I maintain the parks. The function of city government is not 
to make the friends of the mayor and city councilmembers wealthier by diverting tax dollars into their pockets. 
Yet, that has been happening for over a decade in Los Angeles and it is the reason that Los Angeles is rapidly 
becoming a "failed city.” -»
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Readers of CityWatch will remember the criminal appraisal fraud with the CRA project at 1601 N. Vine, i.e. 
Cesspool on Vine. In that case, the City obtained an appraisal of the property for $4 million, but the developer 
obtained an appraisal in the same month for $5.4 million. In recommending that the City pay his buddy an extra 
$1.4 million for the property, Garcetti withheld from the City Council the lower $4 million appraisal. Thus, 
nobody questioned the $5.4 million purchase price.

Later, Garcetti arranged for the City to sell back the same piece of property to the developer for only $835,000. In 
addition to the $4,564,000 which the developer made on these exchanges, he did not have to make any mortgage 
payments on the property for the time during which the City "owned" 1601 N. Vine. Now that’s organized crime, 
LA style.

Organized Crime Favors Its Own while Harming Everyone Else—When a hotel gets to keep between 40 to 
100 percent of all the hotel taxes for 30 or 40 years, it has a great advantage over its competitors. Just look at 
aTrivago.com advertisement. Hotel rooms are booked on the basis of price and any hotel that doesn’t have to pay 
taxes has a competitive advantage over hotels that must pay the hotel tax.

Is there anyone so naive as to think that these hundreds of millions of dollars in gifts by the mayor and city 
council do not result in money flowing into the political campaigns of the mayor and councilmembers?

The economic malarkey fed to the City by the mayor and city council is astounding. The public thinks that it 
benefits them to give their tax dollars to billionaires because the billionaires' businesses are doing fantastically 
well. The hotels have over 80% occupancy rate, and therefore, we need to give them hundreds of millions of tax 
dollars!

With criminal accounting, the crooks devise a bunch of false and misleading studies to deceive people into 
thinking that the city is making sound investments when in reality the city treasury is being looted. The 
foregoing has illustrated a couple penny-ante scams showing City Hall's use of Criminal Accounting. But it gets 
worse.

The Sophisticated Organized Crime Syndicate that Rules LA -When Judge Goodman ruled in January 2014 
that Garcetti’s Hollywood's Community Plan 2012 Update had knowingly used fatally flawed data, Judge 
Goodman did not go farther to describe how the entire criminal enterprise operated. Judge Goodman stopped 
short because the lawsuit was a civil lawsuit, and thus, he had no power to advance into criminal matters. 
Nonetheless, his ruling did reveal the widespread criminality.

When one intentionally makes materially false representations of fact on which the deceiver expects other 
people to rely, that is criminal fraud.

The Subways are an Example of Criminal Fraud-But let's look a little deeper into how this massive fraud 
works. The history of Metro subways shows how a multi-million dollar criminal scam becomes a multi-billion 
dollar criminal enterprise. Subways and trolleys are not inherently criminal, but in the hands of sophisticated 
fraudsters, any public agency can become a criminal enterprise.

In the CityWatch article on July 28, 2016, "Expo Line Expansion Fails to Make Up for LA Transit Loss.” by Wendell 
Cox, we see how Organized Crime has manipulated Metro to divert money away from bus services (which 
actually benefit Angelenos] toward subways and fixed-rail transit which benefit developers. Mr. Cox’s article 
links to an extraordinarily important analysis by Thomas Rubin showing how Metro's decisions have devastated 
bus service. When one understands how organized crime operates, one can see the rationale behind many of 
Metro’s current decisions.

Here's the essence of the complex criminal scam to divert tax dollars away from public services in order to 
benefit the friends of Garcetti and the City Council. Once a subway or fixed rail system has a station at a 
particular development project, that mass transit will never deviate one inch from that location to service 
another project. The purpose of LA’s subways and trolleys is not to provide better public transportation but to 
maximize the value of certain private projects over other real estate projects. -»■
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When there is a subway station in the basement of a high rise, that project has a huge competitive advantage 
over all projects which do not have their own subway station.

We are not saying that the mayor's office and the city council are stupid; we are saying that they constitute a 
sophisticated Organized Crime Syndicate. LA is not dominated by criminals from outside City Hall. Los Angeles 
City Hall itself is The Crime Syndicate. The city operates in violation of Penal Code, § 86 which criminalizes all 
Vote Trading Agreements at any city council. Thus, by definition, Los Angeles City Council is an organized 
criminal enterprise. (The RICO statute does not apply to city councils.]

The fact that law enforcement turns a blind eye does not mean that Los Angeles City Hall has not morphed into 
an Organized Crime Syndicate. The Duck Test reveals its criminality. Are the mayor and the city council looting 
the public treasury to benefit their friends? Yes.

The Lynchpin of the Criminal Enterprise-City Hall's criminal enterprise operates through a Vote Trading 
Agreement where each councilmember is required to support each other’s individual criminal scam. Although 
Penal Code § 86 criminalizes Vote Trading, law enforcement and judges all turn their blind eyes, while Organized 
Crime grows stronger each day.
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The housing wars a-ro becoming dangerous for citizens 

would you want this thug in your back yard?

http://bit.ly/2bfVJ6l August 13, 2016 Zwartz Talk, Garcetti Goons Attack Valley Village, by 
Scott Zwartz
1 « v Reply Share ■
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£*£>P vVait, you mean Los Angeles isn't a Livable/Sustainable City? But but that's what 
Garcetti told Time that it was....

SZwartz

The newest thing in the Garcetti war on poor Angelenos can be termed "Garcetti Goons 
A couple friends ran; into some today. If you use legal means to prevent the destruction of 
poor people s homes, apparently yea can expect to be hass'ed and intimidated by the 
Garcetti Goons. And, wo thought there was only white collar crime, i guess Garcetti*s 
Commissioner Dier king's desire to destroy poor people's homes in Valley Village so that 
his employer Metro can make more money by crowding more people closer to bus lines 
wasn't proceeding fast enough, so now they ve got goons staking out the place to 
intimidate citizens. They re diminutive putzes who drive around in a new small black BMW 
with paper plates.

if you live in housing threatened by Garcetti Goons, take a photo and call the police.
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Garcetti Goons Attack Valley Village
by Scott Swartz August 13, 2016

Below is video of a guy we caught in the act of being himself, a Garcetti Goon. This is just a 
snippet how Garcetti manufactures homelessness for his photo-ops

As Garcetti’s Commissioner Dierking told everyone in July 2016 at the South Valley Area Planning Commission, 
Garcetti wants to tear down as many rent controlled units near bus lines in order to create much higher residential 
projects. The purpose is to make Metro buses more profitable.

Notice how the goon has already broken into the apartment to the left and has removed the screen door and he has 
some pliers in his left hand. He’s eyeing the video camera and looks right into it. This Garcetti Goon is a candidate for 
world’s dumbest thief. He knows he’s starring into the video camera and he has to realize that it is recording him.

Garcetti’s continuing to destroy poor people’s homes is inconsistent with Garcetti’s claims that he wants to help poor 
people secure decent housing. If Garcetti wants to help poor people, the appearance of Garcetti Goons to intimidate 
poor people, to vandalize their property, to threaten them with guns and to harass people who visit them is a strange 
type of help.

The Goon is destroying the video camera so that he can later burglarize the place. This can be anyone’s backyard 
when they’re not home. If you’ve got a camera showing construction of an unlawful McMansion, don’t be surprised 
when a Garcetti goon comes over your back fence and rips out your video equipment. Maybe Garcetti Goons freelance 
on the side. There are a lot of nice homes in the Valley and as long as goons roam free, it’s doubtful anyone else is safe. 
This one arrested on July 26th but with $35,000.00 bail, he was back on the street. So where does a goon like this get 
$35,000.00 bail or was it waived? He brags of friends in high places.

Do you feel the name “Garcetti Goon” is to pejorative? When the resident called the police, the police said it was a 
civil matter. Really? Someone’s tearing down your security camera is a “civil matter.” Then, the guy comes around 
and tells the residents he got friends in high places. Well, at least he’s a truthful goon.

But, in reality, that’s just more intimidation to make residents feel helpless. That’s how Garcetti works. It is classic 
developer intimidation to force poor people out of their homes.

Let’s remember, billions of dollars are at stake. Garcetti needs as many people to be homeless as possible in order to 
con voters into voting for his $1.2 BILLION bond for building affordable housing on the November ballot. We know 
the money will actually go for the luxury units in Hollywood just as Garcetti stole all the Promise Zone money from the 
minorities communities and gave it to his developer buddies in Hollywood. Now, you see some of the Garcetti Goons 
behind the destruction of affordable housing.

We just found this snippet on another video camera. He is wiggling through a window. You cannot see the window 
itself, you you can tell what he’s doing. It’s nice to know that Garcetti’s got your home “protected” while you’re picking 
up the girls from dance class.

Let’s see what the goon looks like a closer closer.

All rent controlled homes are not blighted. Some are very nice places where often the elderly on fixed income live or 
people on disability. They keep their apartments clean and neat and hope to live out their years in decent 
surroundings — until Garcetti wants their modest apartment complex.

Why do these lovely places have to be destroyed? This is one of the places that Garcetti is destroying in Valley Village. 
Why? Is there no decency left at City Hall?
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In the San Fernando Valley, in a middle-class enclave
known as Valley Village, residents are under siege by
developers who destroy affordable housing units in
order to build small-lot subdivision condominiums and
other luxury housing — a troubling pattern thats
happening across Los Angeles in both working- and
middle-class neighborhoods.

When one visits Valley Village, which sits east of
Sherman Oaks, the vacant lots of torn down residential
buildings look eerily similar to Venice, where
developers are also sending in demolition crews to
make way for luxury projects at an extraordinary rate.

Whether its Valley Village or Venice, the same result
takes place — working- and middle-class residents are
shoved out of their affordable units and often find
themselves forced away from their longtime neighborhoods. At the same time, developers make millions in profits.

The most recent example is a Valley Village block at Hermitage Avenue and Weddington Street, which is represented
by L.A. City Councilman Paul Krekorian of District 2. The intersection became a major news story when adeveloper
demolished the former home of Marilyn Monroe days before the city of L.A. was set to decide upon its historical
status

Now only a cyclone fence stands at the property. Another cyclone fence surrounds a large empty lot where
residential units once stood down the street

Then there’s Urban-Blox. a development firm based in L.A. It wants to demolish a number of affordable residential
buildings across the street from the former home of Marilyn Monroe. Its where longtime Valley Village resident Jen
Getz lives.

All it takes is one project, says Getz, and there goes the neighborhood. Its a domino effect.

She adds, We feel we re completely under siege. Valley Village is under attack.

Urban-Blox wants to replace the affordable dwellings with 26 small-lot subdivision condominiums, which will go for at
least $600,000 each. That’s too much money for Getz and her neighbors, but the developer may end up with a
minimum of $15.6 million in condo sales.

Urban-Blox also wants the city of L.A. to hand over a public street so the developer can link two properties and build
the 26 condos and make huge bucks off the project. Its a crazy transaction made worse since street parking is
limited in the neighborhood, and, so far, it appears city officials are not seeking any form of compensation for the
street
“It’s criminal whats going on, says Getz, whos been fighting the project with the help of community activist Rick
Abrams and others

The city is no longer an independent arbiter, says Abrams, whos undertaken land-use battles in Hollywood. They
lie and deceive on the behalf of the developer.
The South Valley Area Planning Commission recently approved Urban-Blox’s project, including giving the public
street to the developer. Now it’ll work its way through L.A. City Hall Krekorian officially supports the project.

There are peoples lives at stake, says Getz. We re not little dots on a map.
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H e rm i tage / W e d dingt o n Project:
Squatters Threatening Neighbors, Lawsuits Filed, City Hall Snoozes

THIS IS WHAT I KNOW- Back in May, I wrote about theHermitage/Weddington project proposed by 
Urban-Blox. A structure built in the 1930s would be replaced with a small lot subdivision of 26 condos 
with an expected purchase price of $600,000 each. The project had been granted a density bonus and 
would have environmental impact, as well as eliminating existing rent control, according to Save Valley 
Village.

Since I first started covering grassroots activism, I’ve listened to homeowners, tenants and neighbors express 
their frustration, anger and disappointment that their neighborhoods were being taken over by often 
unscrupulous developers with accomplices in City Council and on the Planning Commission.

I’ve heard neighbors blind-sided by slipshod planning approvals that have permitted an adjacent house to be 
demolished without the next door neighbors consent, exposing neighbors to asbestos and knocking down 
trees on their properties. Houses at the cusp of receiving Historic-Cultural Monument Status have been 
destroyed; tenants with disabilities and those on fixed incomes have been evicted from their longtime homes 
to make space for more expensive condos. Properties have been demolished under a loophole that allows 
“renovation” to mean stripping a property to a single board and some nails.

Although all of these scenarios are mind-boggling, none of these situations quite reaches the level of shock 
value as the scenario a tenant shared with me this week.

The story features lawsuits to determine properly7 rights, plans to privatize what is now a public street, a 
handful of squatters who are believed by neighbors to be involved in criminal activity, drug dealing and 
stealing utilities.

An activist shared with me that council members have ignored thousands upon thousands of pages of 
evidence on planned projects, as well as the legalities of giving away a public street to a developer. The street 
issue has elicited the attention and support of State Assembly Member Patty Lopez who has written a letter 
on the activists’ behalf, although the property is not in her district.

Let’s start at the beginning. In 1934, Clinton Lathrop, Sr. and Jean Lathrop 
purchased the land on which the property at 5303 V2 Hermitage sits. (Photo 
left.) This property now contains four residential units.

Upon their parents’ deaths, Sydney Edwards and now deceased Clinton 
Edwards each owned half interest in the property. Sydney’s interest is now 
held in The Edwards Living Trust. Upon Clinton’s death, his interest has 
been held by his wife, Marta Lathrop, who currently holds one-half 
ownership of the interest.



The sole remaining paying tenant of the property, Jennifer Getz, has been living at the property for over 20 
years and claims she entered into a property management agreement with Clinton in 2009. Getz is currently 
in litigation over what she says was the expectation of first right of purchase, should the owners decide to sell 
the property, per the property management agreement. Instead, the property was sold to Urban-Blox, the 
developer that plans to demolish the structures as part of a larger 26-unit small lot subdivision.

UB Valley Village, LLC (Raffi Shirinian, co-founder and principal of Urban-Blox) filed a suit on September 7 
against Sydney Edwards (Trustee of the Edwards Living Trust), Marta Lathrop and “Doe’s” 1 through 20 for 
Specific Performance for Breach of Contract to Sell Real Property' and Damages. The suit states that the 
escrow was to close within 15 days after Getz has been evicted and removed from the property but on 
September 1, 2016, the defendants had communicated their intention to offer Getz the option to purchase 
the property. That case is in litigation.

(Neither Urban Blox nor Mr. Shirinian responded to my request for comment.)

If this scenario weren’t eye-opening enough, a posse of squatters has moved into the property. My source 
says, “We’ve done everything we can to get them off the property and are upset that it’s not working. A larger 
group joined the original two squatters, unloading trucks on September 2. They’ve been terrorizing and 
threatening the neighbors. Law enforcement has said this was a civil matter.”

(I confirmed with a spokesperson from LAPD North Hollywood Division that the eviction of squatters is a 
civil matter. The spokesperson also confirmed the property was currently in litigation.)

On September 29, Sydney Edwards and the trustees of the Edwards Living Trust filed a forcible detainer suit 
against the squatters, who include Brandon Lee Gregg, Sean M. Mahavik and “Does” 1-10. In 2014, Mahavik 
was indicted on drug trafficking charges, possession to distribute a Class B Drug and trafficking in 
methamphetamine in Massachusetts, where he was allegedly connected with a Cape Cod meth lab.

According to my source and a Los Angeles Times neighborhood crime mapping app, there has been an 
increase in violent and property crimes in the neighborhood. “The squatters are already going through the 
eviction processsays my source. “We are not expecting LAPD to remove them, as that must go through 
the court system. What we DO expect is accountability for the drugs, the vandalism, the break-ins, the 
damage and harassment to members of the community. Just because they are squatters doesn’t mean, 
they get to break all the other laws. The entire community has been compromised for no other reason.

“At some point, someone does have to stop this. It’s completely unacceptable. It’s not unreasonable for a 
constituent to ask a council person to follow the guidelines that have been clearly outlined,” said my 
source. “Nobody seems to understand how permanent these decisions are. Removing a public street 
changes the grid and the layout of a community that was planned by plannei's who knew what they were 
doing. Councilmembers are silent. There’s not a word, despite so many people contacting them. Nobody is 
stopping the developers. The council people are giving these people an inch and they’re literally taking it all 
the way.”

What’s next? The two cases are in litigation and the PLUM Committee/City Council will have a final 
appeals hearing on October 25. Two of the South Valley Planning Commissioners (Maher and Beatty) have 
voted to uphold the appeal to stop the Urban-Blox development.

My source is appealing to as many concerned citizens as possible to attend the hearing. 
We’ll keep you posted.
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v f Xfv Ho y s"t. Jiiis is 2 new level entirely. Retaliation is more aggressive than ever out this is 
just way be ow the belt. There is so much to say aoout this but i am literally without 
words
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f am horrified by ail of this. I live on Wedding ton near the cut de sac and I have photos and 
security footage ot two of the squatters marching around with weapons - rifles, actuality, I 
can t imagine them going quietly when the sheriff's marshals come round to lock them 
out. That will happen when they are finally taker to court.
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This article is both eye opening and mind blow ng at the same time. Another example ot 
the corrupt on and lack of protection for the citizens ot Los Angeles. An entire community 
has been left vulnerable and unprotected by the pol ce and council office which s a clear 
message to us that we are voiceless and left to our own devices. Everyone in power either 
passes the buck or simply chooses to ignore the pleas for help from law abiding citizens 
who tear for their safety. No enforcement, no respect for the laws, no ethics exists 
anymore.
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anonymous days ago

Yep, if s Mr. Cocnran and the south valley planning corn-miss on again! Cd2 mob bosses 
and all the works! What a damn shame the next round is I fuizar and the crooked PLUM. 
No one m CD2 represents the non-campaign con-ors.
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J i /* Surpr singly enough. Commissioner Matner and Commissioner Beatty actually 

voted to uphold toe appeal, it very well cot-c have gone in the appellants favor if 
Commissioner L> erking, who works for Metro voted on the merits ot the evidence. 
But then you have Commiss oner Janny Kim. who works for SoCal Edison who s 
excuse for rot supporting the appeal was off the charts ridiculous and made no 
sense..
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Janny Kim ate her way through the two council hearings I attended. She 
wasn t listening to a thing that was going on.
1 ^ Reply Share ■

Dr. Jake S.' ^ AJ Llewellyn 4 days ago
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yeo11 lad a total munch fsst right through the proceedings!
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Your elected officials at their finest
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Penny - day • ago

The Applicants actually said they start at $750,000. Which if course means another project 
ali tor nothing. 8 INCHES APART f ROM EACH OTHER71 How that is even legal is beyond 
rre.
We need to support these residents as best we can. Every renter out there needs to know 
this cc-uld oe you tomorrow going through all ot this..
I hooe everyone goes to bang cn PLUM Committees door on this one.

Reply Share

anonymous

Janny kirn quit the SVpc. It has 4 members now. I he two ladies recently voted down a 
project. But since only 3 peop'e were present the 2-1 vote means the oro ect stili gets 
approved!
1 • - Reply Share

I am Sam -* and .■ no is 2 ay.

Seriously? Sne just quit? Interesting timing...Or maybe she didn't like everyone 
calling her on what sne did and does.
Charter bi>2. states the ARC must have b members. Tnat of course when to low ng 
the Charter Code and laws..
Either way - whether it was Dierking oi Cochran, they both are bought and paid tor 
and would never be caught dead upholding an appea.
So how can they even oe permitted to vote on projects when they don t even meet 
the legal requirements!: UGH!

STW. how do you know she quit?
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At a meet ng recently it was told she won t be conning because she has 
resigned. I ne quorum was only 3 that cay. An appelant won" 2-1 but the 
charter says it s a LOSS BECAUSE A BARE QUORUM MUSI VO TE 3-0 to 
sustain an appea! As for the charter—these b member commissions are 
allowed to move forward with less than b! As long as 3 are present for each 
meeting. What crooks!
1 ^ ■** Reply Share >
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Ugh. Charter Code mentions that tor Council and the Ethics 
Cor mission.. I couidn t find anywhere that says what tn* ARC says 
they can vote with less than 5.

Unless Mathers and Beatty are at every hearing they will always oe 
outvoted by Cochrin and Dierking,
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oh no....I am glad she quit though., she had zero interest in the community. She not 
only motor-boated her way through a sandwich, a bag of chips, an apple, and a 
yogurt, she then started doing eg lifts in her chair and: rolled her eyes when people 
stood up to speak.
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This is absolutely crazy! Wi I AT ARE THL POLICE DO MG??? NOTt IJNG???? 
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LA Politics: Mother to Ail Kinds of Crime and Corruption

CORRUPTION WATCH-The word "crime" is one of those terms which we use all the time without taking 
the time to think about it too deeply. According to Merriam-Webster, crime means: (1) a gross violation 
of law, (2) a grave offense especially against morality, (3) something reprehensible, foolish, or 
disgraceful.

The Los Angeles City Council's behavior satisfies all definitions of a crime. It operates in violation of 
Penal Code 86 which forbids vote trading among members of a city council. Its actions are morality 
offensive especially when it comes to the theft of billions of tax dollars and the destruction of poor 
people’s homes. Finally, its behavior is reprehensible, foolish and disgraceful.

Yet, these words fail to convey the great harm which the 'criminal' Los Angeles City Council has brought 
upon us.

Let's take a deeper look at how a city council which is a criminal enterprise destroys a great city - one 
injustice at a time.

Case in point is one tiny section of Valley Village, a place so small and so out of the way, that the vast 
majority of Angelenos do not even know that it exists. Zooming in closer, we see a most remarkable 
intersection at Hermitage and Weddington - or, at least, what is left of it. On the southeast corner once 
sat a modest home (demolition photo above) where Marilyn Monroe lived during the end of WWII.

Rather than allowing the modest structure be moved, Mayor Eric Garcetti and Councilman Paul Krekorian 
wanted the home destroyed. So a couple days before a Cultural Heritage Commission hearing, Marilyn’s 
home was demolished (just as Garcetti demolished the facade of the Spaghetti Factory in Hollywood in 
defiance of a court order.)

From a neighborhood standpoint, the properties on the westside of Hermitage across from Marilyn’s home 
were significant in their own right. Directly opposite from Marilyn’s home was a beautiful Spanish-style 
apartment and to the north of Weddington was one of Valley Village’s most unique properties.

Because Valley Village was a mixture of these unique low density places in an area where mega-apartments 
were encroaching, the Valley Village Specific Plan was enacted in order to preserve the character.

The fascinating aspect of these Valley Village properties at 5621 to 5303 Hermitage is that they had an extra 
measure of protection from being destroyed. Weddington Avenue runs V2 block westward between the 
beautiful Spanish style apartment home at 5621 Hermitage and unique grouping of cottages at 5303 
Hermitage.

With the state owned street separating the two parcels, neither parcel was large enough to attract attention 
of developers who increasingly want to construct larger projects. In a city run by criminals, however, laws are 
impotent. Councilmember Krekorian and Mayor Garcetti see nothing wrong with giving the street to the 
developer so that Urban Box will have an extra-large area on which to construct its project - after destroying 
all the rent-controlled units and throwing the elderly and disabled on the streets.



Criminals, however, do not care who owns 
property. It can be you, it can be me, or it can 
even be the State of California. When a 
criminal syndicate operates with the force of 
law, they take whatever they need. And, 
everyone else better shut up or else.

In Los Angeles, greed rules and decency is in 
exile. If a developer wants to destroy your 
home, no law will stop him. Los Angeles City 
Council is a criminal enterprise where every 
unlawful demolition, where every unlawful gift 

of public property, where every corrupt commission decision always receives unanimous approval.

We need to be very clear about this: in Los Angeles, the law counts for nothing, for zero, por nada. The 
criminal vote trading pact requires that each councilmember give unanimous approval without any regard to 
lies, deception, physical intimidation, vandalism or theft of public funds. There is no crime significant 
enough for a councilmember to refuse to go along. The criminal regime at City Hall is strict: not even 
allowing a single protest vote against the destruction of Marilyn Monroe’s home.

Yet, the District Attorney finds nothing nefarious is afoot when all projects unanimously receive “Yes” votes. 
The odds of flipping a coin too times and getting too heads is 1/1.2676506 x 1030. Okay, so you don’t even 
know how to name that number because it is so large. We are talking about 15 coins being simultaneously 
flipped and getting all heads. Oh yeah, we’re supposed to believe that number, whatever it may be, is not the 
product of a vote trading agreement.

The Rise of the Garcetti Goons

After some goons tried to intimidate an attorney who had come to the property at 5303 Hermitage prior to 
the August 11, 2016 South Valley Area Planning Commission meeting, the attorney complained to the 
Commission. He wrote to Councilmember Krekorian and to Mayor Garcetti that the intimidation had to 
stop. Neither of them bothered to reply.
Silence in the face of an accusation is an adopted admission. There is a rule of law that says when someone is 
accused of bad behavior and they say nothing, their silence is a sign that the charge is true.

Dear Councilmember Krekorian and Mayor Garcetti:
The intimation and threats in connection with your desire to demolish the rent controlled units at 5303 
Hermitage in Valley Village must cease and desist immediately. Brandishing firearms, tampering with the 
gas lines and having thugs try to intimidate the tenant’s attorney has brought the City’s “war” on poor 
people’s homes to a new low. As I told the South Valley Area Planning Commission yesterday, this criminal 
behavior has to stop. Furthermore, no police officer should ever tell a person who has been assaulted with 
afire arm that he will arrest her if she calls 911 for protection. We expect this criminal behavior to cease 
and desist forthwith.— Richard MacNaughton, Attorney at Law, State Bar 77258.

When the city council becomes a criminal enterprise, we all live in a lawless society. And when white collar 
criminality at City Council becomes physical intimidation, it threatens of intolerable violence at the home 
owner level.



Let’s remember that this Valley Village instance is not the first situation involving Garcetti, development and 
criminals. Garcetti’s fundraiser, Juri Ripinsky, spent two years incarcerated in Federal prison at 
Leavenworth for real estate and bank fraud. Yet, Garcetti got unanimous approval from the City Council for 
Ripinsky to have the lucrative Paseo Project at the old Sears site in Hollywood. Two years at Leavenworth 
and he gets a multi-million dollar real estate project!

Just like the poor people who are desperately trying to save Valley Village, all Angelenos face a criminal 
enterprise. When criminals with absolute immunity want something, they just take it. And, people wonder 
why employers and the middle class are leaving Los Angeles.
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Melanie

Ah yes! Another RAFFI SHIRINIAN lawsuit in the making. DAVID DUEL, REBECCA DUEL 
and STEVE NAZEMI. Getting suoa left and right. They can't seem to do anything right 
anywhere, Raffi's greed is catching up with him.

Armen

As to the Planning Commission - Janny Kim works for socai edison. Dierking works foriT*. :
Metro. Cochran is an attorney. Mayor appointed Mr. Abrams. What do you expect.
1 " v Reply Share ■
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Justus?

LAFH has announced there is no more housing They cannot help anyone who has been 
eweted. For every demolition there is an eviction. For every eviction the odds are they will 
end up homeless. Way to go Krekorian. You have created your legacy.
1 a v Reply • Share-

JO
All the wrecked, corrupt cities are run by liberate: Detroit, Chicago, Baltimore. How's that 
working out for you voters? I supported conservatives that were running against my 
councilman and they didn’t have a chance due to most LA City and CA residents being 
liberal De-ms. Stop voting for same o!e same ole and maybe you’fi get a change. Chock 
out hitp://tfansparentca!ifornia.c... to see the outrageous pensions that are wrecking the 
city and state. Pensions ► retiree benefits were 3% of the City's budget 10 years ago and 
now they are 20 % and rising fast as the boomers are retiring. These CC and mayor 
politicians gave away lavish pensions in exchange for unions' campaign donations. I 
wonder why you arc- not outraged by lavish pensions? 1 bog you to look at that pension 
website. Also read articles on penstontsunami.com



jo
You know they all vote (actions) unanimously for just about everything: they 
are oil corrupt, I don’t care what you call them. I call them all corrupt liberals 
becaise they gave away lavish unsustainable pensions - retiree benefits to 
the unions who supported their campaigns. Pensions are what wrecked 
Detroit. San Bernardino etc. and that line item is now wrecking Chicago 
and LA. Check out http://transparentcaiifomia.c... to see just how lavish the 
pensions are in CA: if you are not outraged, you should be. Lavish pensions 
and extremely high taxes are what wrecked Greece. Also, read about 
pensions wrecking at es across the country at pensiontsunami.com

The City Erred???

We are more scared of the city being run my Armenian mafia than Democrats r oht 
now.

jo

Common denominator is Democrat, not Armenian. Lavish give-aways to 
unions: http://iransparentca!iforniax... and pensiontsunami.com

; . SZwart2

L I Labels mean nothing and can be very harmful to people. Should we pretend 
that the Italians arc behind this mob rule at City Hail because Garcetti's 
great grand father came from Italy? Such labels do not help. If you want to 
be an American, then follow the Declaration of Independence and treat 
each man Independently based on his/her actions.

www.citvwatchla.com/index.php/the-Ia-beat/ii672-la-politics-mother-to-all-kinds-of-crime-and-corniption

http://transparentcaiifomia.c
http://iransparentca!iforniax
http://www.citvwatchla.com/index.php/the-Ia-beat/ii672-la-politics-mother-to-all-kinds-of-crime-and-corniption
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Save Valley Village: 'Councilman Krekorian Only Represents TJiose
Who Agree With Him'

THIS IS WHAT I KNOW-The rumble between pro-development interests and those who support 
neighborhood integrity takes a possible new turn with members of the Coalition to Preserve LA stating 
although they have enough signatures to qualify for the March 2017 ballot, they'd be willing to 
withdraw the initiative if Mayor Garcetti would agree to an alternative plan. As written, the measure 
would place a temporary ban on projects outside the existing zoning and land use rules for the area. If 
Garcetti does not agree with the group’s terms, it's All Systems Go for the petition, per Jill Stewart, the 
Coalition's campaign director.

Most of you probably know the scenario; developers who often have a cozy relationship with City 
Council members typically plead their case for general plan amendments from the city to move these 
mammoth projects forward.

“That’s a wake-up call for the City Council,” Stewart told reporters. “No more mischief, no more backroom 
meetings with developers during a two-year period. Take all that wasted time you’ve spent creating a luxury 
housing glut in Los Angeles and instead, do your job, create a plan for LA that involves the public.”

The Coalition sent a letter to Garcetti, signed by several dozen reps of grassroots groups, businesses, HOA’s, 
and celebs including Leonardo DiCaprio, Kirsten Dunst, Chris Pine, Joaquin Phoenix, Chloe Sevigny, and 
Garrett Hedlund. The new proposal in front of Garcetti would ban “ex parte” meetings between council 
members and developers, would make the process of updating the General Plan move more transparent and 
would reduce “spot zoning,” now standard practice. Developers and lobbyists would also be banned from 
hand-selecting the consultants responsible for Environmental Impact Reports (EIR’s.)

Arguments in favor of streamlining development point to “affordable housing” but more typically, the 
projects maximize profits for developers, setting aside the minimal required affordable units. Existing 
tenants are often tossed aside to make room for shiny new development projects and that include small lot 
subdivisions in areas throughout the city.

• •

One area particularly hit by the rush to develop has been in Council District 2, represented by Council 
Member Paul Krekorian. The activists of Save Valley Village are frustrated with Krekorian who they say 
consistently ignores their interests.

Case in point, a duplex on Tujunga that houses section 8 and HUD tenants —developer Apik Minnossian is 
seeking approval of eight units in three-story terraced buildings, along with 16 parking spaces. Neighbors say 
the building does not fit the criteria for a “small lot subdivision and is not in keeping with the integrity of the 
neighborhood.”

“We’re seeing a disturbing trend of deep complicity from Councilman Krekorian’s office and his Planning 
and Land Use Commissioner Karo Torossian who signed off on it in direct opposition to the Neighborhood 
Council’s Land Use Commission recommendations,” said an activist. ->



I’ve been in talks with the Save Valley Village activists and other concerned with development in their 
neighborhood for several months, sitting in on living room meetings and engaging in phone conversations. 
Hearing the personal stories of those impacted by the takeover of their streets has been compelling, taking 
the issue to a new level.

The proposed Tujunga project would impact the tenants of the existing building. The aunt of an existing 
tenant wrote this email:

“My nephew lives in the triplex at 4531 Tujunga. He is on social security disability income. If these triplexes 
get demolished there is nothing comparable in the whole LA County for him to go. There is no affordable 
housing available. I have been researching and I don’t see any affordable housing available. I am very much 
afraid my nephew will be homeless not to mention the other tenants.

The city keeps letting the developers demolish all the affordable housing without replacing comparable units. 
It’s creating our homeless epidemic. I don’t know where my nephew will live. HUD and Housing nonprofits 
have 4 year waiting lists. It’s insane. Please, please reconsider and not allow more people to become
homeless.”

Activists say they want Krekorian to put a “Q” provision on the Tujunga block that would limit buildings to 
31 feet and to match the architectural integrity or look of the neighborhood. “General and community plans 
are very specific about new construction conforming to height, aesthetics, and density of the 
neighborhoods,” said a spokesperson for the neighborhood, which is 95 percent single-story. Instead of 
serving the interests of developers, the group is asking Krekorian to take into account property values, 
privacy, environmental impact, and other issues that impact neighbors.

It’s easy to forget at the end of the day that the surge in development and the City Council’s rather lax 
approval process affects people’s lives, whether those displaced from affordable housing or neighbors who 
wish to maintain their property values and quality of life. Under the current conditions, development is not 
adding affordable housing as much as lining the already deep pockets of developers who may continue their 
cozy, symbiotic relationship with council members without some oversight.

www.d1ywatchla.a)in/index.php/the-la-bnat./ti67S-savp-valley-'villagp.-rf)iin(,.ilman-krekorian-nnly-rf.prfisents-fHose-who-agrt»<»-wit1i-him
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It's Time to End LA's Secret Meetings:

What Do City Council Members and LA's County Supervisors Have to Hide?

THE BROWN ACT IS WRONG- According to the Congressional Research Service, the U.S. House of Representatives has 
met behind closed doors four times during the past 186 years—in 1979,1980,1983, and 2008. That’s about one 
closed session per half-century. By contrast, the LA City Council and the LA County Board of Supervisors average 
about one closed session per week.

Since August 1st, the City Council has placed nineteen items on its closed-session agenda. This coming week the 
Board of Supervisors will meet behind closed doors three times in a 24 hour period. Why all the secrecy?

Congress managed to keep its debate open during both World Wars. All it takes to send our local leaders into the 
bunker is an update from their real estate agent. Why? Because the Brown Act permits them to do so?

The tmth is that the Brown Act is wrong to allow for any exceptions to California’s open meeting requirements. 
The sky will not fall if ‘pending litigation’ or ‘real estate acquisitions’ or any of the other issues deemed top-secret 
by the Brown Act are discussed during open sessions of the City Council or County Board of Supervisors. On the 
contrary, doing away with closed-session meetings will strike a blow to those who would abuse the public’s trust.

Into closed-session is the first place the LA City Council scurried in 2012 upon learning from HUD that scores of 
developers under the City’s purview were defrauding taxpayers, by taking federal money designated for the 
inclusion in affordable housing projects of apartments for people with disabilities, and then willfully neglecting to 
build those apartments.
Disabled residents reported going to apartment buildings that were advertised as accessible, according to the LA 
Times, only to find they weren’t. HUD warned the Council that it had ten days to agree to voluntaxy corrective 
compliance or face possible federal enforcement action.

Rather than comply with HUD’s directive, the City Council embarked on a four year legal misadventure which 
entailed four major lawsuits, including the one recently settled by the city for $200 million ($20 million of which 
is going to the plaintiffs attorneys). All this in addition to at least $6 million in legal bills paid to the white-shoe 
law firm of Byrne and Nixon, not to mention the in-house costs to the City Attorney’s office.

This entire horror story played-out in a series of closed-session meetings which denied the public its right to 
weigh in on the matter.
Would most Angelenos have wanted the City Council to comply with the original directive from HUD instead of 
fighting it in court? Would they have considered that the prudent and ethical thing to do? It’s not for us to say, 
but it wasn’t for the City Council to say either back in 2012. By going into closed-session and deciding what they 
thought was best for the public, the City Council cheated Angelenos.

What’s more, it wasn’t just one set of closed-session meetings by which the Council waged its legal war. As we will 
discuss in a future article, the Council used a series of underhanded tricks to conceal the huge amounts of money 
it was pouring into its legal battle. Instead of keeping all actions of the Council in the matter in one Council file, 
they dispersed it into at least five separate files—all under different names, making it virtually impossible for the 
public to know what was going on.

It’s time to put an end to closed-session meetings.

http://citywatchla.com/index.php/the-la-beat/11747-it-s-time-to-end-la-s-secret-meetings-what-do-city-council-members-and-la-s-county-
supervisors-have-to-hide

http://citywatchla.com/index.php/the-la-beat/11747-it-s-time-to-end-la-s-secret-meetings-what-do-city-council-members-and-la-s-county-


Valley Village: Corruption Out of Control... Lopez Meeting Vetoed

CORRUPTION WATCH-Power corrupts, and corruption destroys, but corruption breeds something worse - a 
grandiose sense of hubris. The attitude that "I can do whatever I want and screw you" describes Valley Village’s 
Councilmember Krekorian.

Councilmember Krekorian’s hubris is not misplaced. He is the absolute ruler of Council District 2 where there 
are no laws. Rather it operates at the whim of the councilmember. If you want to destroy historic homes? No 
problem, someone in CD 2 will ring up City Planning's Office of Historic Preservation and you can be certain the 
historic home will be bulldozed.

Concerned about the loss of affordable housing in established neighborhoods? No matter who you are, Krekorian 
ignores you. Assemblywoman Patty Lopez, who district is contiguous to Valley Village and who therefore will be 
directly impacted with a rise of homelessness in this area, requested that the City Planning Department take the 
time and effort to meet with her so that the housing crisis will not worsen. With Krekorian's blessing, Garcetti’s 
Commission rejected out of hand Assemblywoman Lopez’ request for a meeting.

Assemblywoman Lopez’ focus on the needless loss of affordable housing is allegedly 
shared by the Mayor, Councilmember Krekorian and the LA City Council in general which 
declared homelessness to be a crisis. That is all propaganda PR for the March 2017 re
elections. All the units which Raffi Shirinian’s Urban Blox will destroy are rent-controlled 
units and none of the new units are affordable. However, the behind-fiie-scenes secret 
dealings with politicos to push through Raffi Shirinian’s Urban Blox destruction of 
affordable homes is more nefarious.

The Theft of State Property

The long established rule in California is that city streets belong to all the people of the State. “It is settled 
that the public streets of a municipality belong to the people of the State,” it is stated in Keller vs. City of 
Oakland (1921 Calif Supreme Court) 54 Cal.App. 169.

Krekorian and his cohort Raffi Shirinian recognize that Shirinian’s destruction of poor people’s homes 
requires the theft of state property. According to City documents, Shirinian’s entire project is 42,342 square 
feet and about 14,070 square feet (33% of the land) is being stolen from the State of California. Weddington 
does not even belong to the City of Los Angeles and certainly it is not the personal property of 
Councilmember Krekorian, even though he treats it as such.

Weddington Street (photo left) sits between Shirinian’s south side of 
Weddington and the parcel to the north. Weddington Street is 60 feet wide. 
That means that without Krekorian’s ripping out all of Weddington Street’s 
14,070 square feet and giving all that land to his buddy Raffi Shirinian, there 
is no viable project.

Instead, Raffi Shirinian has a small parcel south of Weddington and a small 
parcel north of Weddington which are unconnected to each other. Neither 

parcel is large enough to support the cost of destroying the nine homes of the poor and disabled people now 
at stake, but with Krekorian’s gift of the connecting State property, Raffi Shirinian now has enough acreage 
to construct his 26 high-end homes. -*■



Giving Away State Property Makes Money for Corrupt Politicos

It has become quite the rage for councilmembers to give away city streets to their friends and 
campaign donors. (More about how that works later.) The target can be any dead-end street or cul 
de sac. A councilman like O’Farrell declares that the street is no longer necessary and 
councilmember’s friends get to incorporate what used to be a public street into their property. This 
ploy is favored by the wealthy who want to live in illegal gated communities. Because gating off a 
public street is unlawful, the councilman simply gives the entire dead-end street and — like magic — 
the landowners now have a private driveway where there used to be a public street.

But Weddington Street is used all the time as a street. The residents have showed how it is being 
used by the neighborhood children as a play area - and as a dead-end street, it lacks the dangers of a 
through street. It provides on-street parking for about fourteen cars. After this project is 
constructed, none of these current residents will have any place to park; there will be no play area 
for children. The street also serves the function of providing open space in a residential 
neighborhood. In fact, any city that cared one whit about the quality of life of its citizens could make 
the intersection of Weddington and Hermitage much safer by installing a modest roundabout.

A roundabout is a circle often filled with flowers which is placed in the middle of an intersection so 
that cars cannot speed directly down the street, but rather, when they come to the roundabout, they 
must slow down and drive counter-clockwise around the circular garden.

We Know that this is Corruptionism

We know that this gift of Weddington Street to Raffi Shirinian is slow-motion corruption which 
could be stopped dead in its tracks - except for the overwhelming hubris that the unanimous vote 
trading pact has created in city councilmembers like Krekorian. Krekorian knows that no 
councilmember will mention the fact that there is no basis - other than cronyism - to give Raffi 
Shirinian 14,000 sq feet of state land. Rather, the City Council will unanimously approve this 
additional bit of corruptionism.

Judges are very familiar with how this delayed compensation-bribery system functions. While on 
the bench, many judges are very nice to insurance companies, real estate developers, and other 
business interests. Then when they retire on fat pensions, the judges go to work as arbitrators and 
mediators for insurance companies, real estate developers and large “downtown” law firms. These 
ex-judges can pull in $750 an hour. How does anyone tie their bizarre rulings on the bench with the 
generous compensation which they receive after their “retirement?” There is no way.

There is no way to trace future campaign contributions to Krekorian or to his deputy Karo Toussian, 
who is running for Council District 7, to this deal with Raffi Shirinian or to the deal whereby 
Krekorian needlessly destroyed Marilyn Monroe’s home.

The Los Angeles City Council's Unlawful Vote Trading Pact Makes Los Angeles Safe for Criminals

This gift of state land to Raffi Shirinian is the result of LA City Council’s unlawful vote trading pact. 
Each councilmember agrees to vote YES for every construction project no matter how corrupt, and 
in return, each councilmember is guaranteed the same “respect.” This type of “respect” is also 
known as “omerta.” In other words, “I won’t talk about your illicit deals if you don’t speak about 
mine.”

www, citvwatchla.com /index.php/the-la-beat/iiVQCi-vallev-village-corruption-out-of-control-lopez-meeting-vetoed
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L.A.'s Small Lot Homes: 
Destroying Low-Rent Housing

COURTESY OF RAFFI SHIRINIAN
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Silver Lake
•.......... • .

URBAN-BLOX + BEACHWOOD CANYON

January 2015 VTT-72899-SL-2A (Council File #14-1746) - Urban-Blox Beachwood Canyon project- 
Community files an appeal after Urban-IBox’s adamant refusal to work with their board and PLUM 
Committee.
“This appeal has been filed because we, as citizens of Los Angeles, believe that the Project will 
not contribute to a ‘healthy and sustainable neighborhood’, will not provide the neighborhood with 
a ‘distinct sense of place’, and will do nothing to improve the quality of life for the residents of the 
neighborhood. All City Planning Department projects, large or small, should conform to these 
standards.”

URBAN-BLOX + SILVERLAKE

December 29, 2014
Councilmember Mitch O'Farrell - On August 13th the SLNC Urban Design and Preservation Committee

VOted down supporting Raffi Shirinian and Urban Biox's proposed development at 846-856 
Coronado St.

The quaint 1905 bungalow at 852 N. Coronado is the only home 35-year-old Rachel Arias has ever 
known. She grew up there, and is raising her son James there. She thought she would live there her 
entire life, but a developer has changed that, leaving Rachel and her parents scrambling to find housing 
- a search complicated by the fact James, age 4, is severely disabled, confined to a wheelchair, and 
must stay in the same basic geographical area to ensure continuity of medical services.

The Arias’ are just one of the many families falling victim to the Small Lot Ordinance, the legislation that 
some consider the solution to the so-called ",housing crisis". This ordinance allows single lots to be 
broken up into many lots, decreases or eliminates yard space, and allows developers to build to the 
edges of each tiny lot. It also encourages developers to build high, skinny units, often 3 or 4 stories, a 
style of architecture that some see as ‘‘agism by design” since the elderly and people with families find 
the vertical aspect difficult or, in Rachel's case, impossible. One developer offered that these units are 
inappropriate for families or the elderly because of the lack of yards and the abundance of stairs. The 
Small Lot Guidelines tout the importance of neighborhood compatibility, yet why have so many 
incompatible Small Lot projects sprouted up all over Los Angeles? The answer lies in an ordinance 
loophole, one line on page 5, that allows an advisory agency the right to approve a project regardless of 
whether it adheres to the guidelines.
This in effect means that the guidelines do not need to be followed in order for a project to be approved. 
It also leaves the community with no recourse to fight inappropriate developments in their 
neighborhoods. If the City Council voted to remove this one sentence, LA development would radically 
change. It would turn the guidelines into actual guidelines, and developers would be required to submit 
designs accordingly.
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On Aug. 28, 2014 Rachel invoked the Ellis Act, which entitles her to live in her home for one more 
year. At that time, her bungalow and 4 other affordable homes will be demolished to make 
way for 11 new units on these two lots; they will be the largest and most expensive homes 
on the smallest lots of any residential corner of Silver Lake, towering over existing 
buildings half their size.
Hundreds of people within a 500’ radius signed a petition to protest the inappropriateness 
of the project, pointing out the utter lack of compatibility to the existing neighborhood.
A letter was also submitted to the the Advisory Agency, informing Jae Kim that the 
developer had falsified rents in order to meet Housing Department requirements that say a 
tenant must be able to find similar rents in the area before demolition is approved. The 
developer, Raffi Shirinian of Urban Blox, claimed that the 4 occupied units were all paying 
around $1500, making it seem likely that Rachel’s family could find similar housing in the 
neighborhood. None of the tenants paid over $600. At the subsequent hearing, the project 
was approved.

The community wants to know why was this information was ignored.
The story of Rachel and her son has sparked an outcry;

////////////

Are you seeing a pattern?
This is just a glimpse into Raffi Shirinian’s world and the business conduct of Urban-Blox.
They have relations with Planners who are assigned to review their projects, such as the one 
before you.
They have relations with the district Councilmember, who continues to offer his undying support to 
his fellow contributors and has remained silent to his voters.
Urban-Blox HAS NO PLANS TO BUILD ANYTHING. THIS IS WHAT THEY DO AND UP UNTIL 
NOW YOU HAVE PERMITTED IT.
By not upholding this appeal, you increase homelessness, you remove housing you, erase 
history, you give the community a big empty lot which will be loitered upon and filled with 
trash. You have then significantly reduced the quality of EVERYONES LIVES.

By not upholding this appeal the public is forced to file unnecessary and avoidable lawsuits.
2 Area Planning Commissioners voted IN FAVOR of this appeal. The others refused to look at 
evidence and did what they always do. Had they reviewed the record, findings would have been 
made that indisputably support the appeal.

PLUM COMMITTEE MEMBERS -1 RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU to uphold this appeal.
What is it you think is going to happen by playing by the rules?

Travis
Vantage Ave. Valley Village
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10/24/2016 City of Los Angeles Mail - 8150 Sunset Blvd (Lytton Savings/Chase Bank Historic Resource), Case No. VTT-72370-CN-1A; CHC-2016-2522-HCM

LA
- CEECS

a
Sharon Dickinson <sharon.dickinson@lacity.org>

8150 Sunset Blvd (Lytton Savings/Chase Bank Historic Resource), Case No. VTT- 
72370-CN-1A; CHC-2016-2522-HCM
1 message

jason figliozzi <j.figliozzi@gmail.com> Mon, Oct 24, 2016 at 1:45 PM
To: william.lamborn@lacity.org, councilmember.huizar@lacity.org, councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org, 
councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org, councilmember.englander@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org 
Cc: councilmember.ryu@lacity.org, sharon.dickinson@lacity.org, afine@laconservancy.org

Hi,

I'm contacting you all concerning the future of the Lytton Savings building at 8150 Sunset Blvd. Due to it's historical 
significance to not only architecture, but to the city of Los Angeles, we need to preserve this structure. Getting rid of 
these cultural and historical landmarks is leading to the demise of where this city came from and prevents us and our 
children from learning about it all. Please help save this structure from nonsensical demolition and consider the bullet 
points below:

• Lytton Savings is historic and meets the HCM designation criteria.
• Two distinct preservation alternatives have been evaluated, but no substantial evidence or analysis has 

been provided by the City or applicant to demonstrate why adaptive reuse of Lytton Savings would be 
infeasible.

• The preservation alternatives would meet the majority of the proposed project’s objectives, as well as 
reduce environmental impacts.

• A win-win outcome that would retain the building is possible; it would allow a substantially similar project 
that would not violate the California Environmental Protection Act (CEQA) to move forward.

Sincerely,

Jason Figliozzi

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e0c49b70e2&view=pt&search=inbox&th=157f8715be8ac8e1&siml=157f8715be8ac8e1 1/1

mailto:sharon.dickinson@lacity.org
mailto:j.figliozzi@gmail.com
mailto:william.lamborn@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.huizar@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.englander@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.price@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.ryu@lacity.org
mailto:sharon.dickinson@lacity.org
mailto:afine@laconservancy.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e0c49b70e2&view=pt&search=inbox&th=157f8715be8ac8e1&siml=157f8715be8ac8e1


10/24/2016

L LA
CEECS

City of Los Angeles Mail - No on 8150 sunset
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No on 8150 sunset
1 message

Adilman, Glenn <Glenn_Adilman@spe.sony.com> Mon, Oct 24, 2016 at 8:59 AM
To: "Sharon.Dickinson@lacity.org" <Sharon.Dickinson@lacity.org>

Glenn Adilman 
1400 n ogden dr 
LA 90046
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Thank you,

Alisa Schlesinger 

concerned Los Angeles voter
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Sharon Dickinson <sharon.dickinson@lacity.org>

Incorporate Lytton Savings into New Project - VTT-72370-CN-1A; CHC-2016-2522- 
HCM
1 message

John H. Welborne <john@welborne.net> Mon, Oct 24, 2016 at 11:02 AM
To: councilmember.huizar@lacity.org
Cc: councilmember.ryu@lacity.org, sharon.dickinson@lacity.org 

Jose:

There is every opportunity for a "win-win" solution that keeps historic modernist architecture while overlaying some 
contemporary Gehry architecture on the rest of the property on Sunset Boulevard in CD4. I support the Cultural Heritage 
Commission's recommendation that the Lytton Savings building be preserved as an Historic Cultural Monument.

Thanks.

-- John

cc: Hon. David Ryu
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LA Sharon Dickinson <sharon.dickinson@lacity.org>

Incorporate Lytton Savings into New Project --VTT-72370-CN-2A; CHC-2016-2522 
HCM; CPC-2013-2551 -MCUP-DB-SPR-1A

John H. Welborne <john@welborne.net> Mon, Oct 24, 2016 at 11:20 AM
To: councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org
Cc: councilmember.ryu@lacity.org, sharon.dickinson@lacity.org, william.lamborn@lacity.org 

Councilmember Harris-Dawson:

There is every opportunity for a "win-win" solution that keeps historic modernist architecture while overlaying some 
contemporary Gehry architecture on the rest of the property on Sunset Boulevard in CD4. I support the Cultural Heritage 
Commission's recommendation that the Lytton Savinas building be preserved as an Historic Cultural Monument.

VTT-72370-CN-2A:

-- Please approve appeals of the Vesting Tentative Tract decision and deny the Tract unless changes are made 
consistent with the views of the City Council Office.

CPC-2013-2551-MCUP-DB-SPR-1 A:

-- Please approve appeals of the EIR and MCUP for the proposed project, and do not approve either until changes are 
made consistent with the views of the City Council Office.

CHC-2016-2522-HCM

— Please SUPPORT the HCM nomination at your meeting on October 25, and do not continue the matter until November 
22.

Thanks.

- John H. Welborne 
Council District 4

cc: Hon. David Ryu
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8150 Sunset Blvd (Lytton Savings/Chase Bank Historic Resource), Case No. VTT- 
72370-CN-1A; CHC-2016-2522-HCM
1 message

Blake McCormick <blakemccormick@mac.com> Mon, Oct 24, 2016 at 11:24 AM
To: councilmember.huizar@lacity.org, councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org, councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org, 
councilmember.englander@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org, william.lamborn@lacity.org 
Cc: councilmember.ryu@lacity.org, sharon.dickinson@lacity.org, afine@laconservancy.org

Gentlepeople:

I will not be able to attend tomorrow’s PLUM Committee meeting, but I am writing in support of designating the Lytton 
Savings building as an Historic Cultural Monument.

I write as both a member of the Los Angeles Conservancy, but also a resident of the Harvard Heights HPOZ.

Please act appropriate and award HCM status to the Lytton Savings building..

Having the development move forward and incorporating Lytton Savings into it is a win-win outcome all around.

Thank you for your consideration.

Blake McCormick
blakemccormick@mac.com
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8150 Sunset Blvd (Lytton Savings/Chase Bank Historic Resource), Case No. VTT 
72370-CN-1A; CHC-2016-2522-HCM
1 message

Jennifer Aos <jennifer@aosdesigns.com> Mon, Oct 24, 2016 at 12:11 PM
To: councilmember.huizar@lacity.org, councilmemberharris-dawson@lacity.org, councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org, 
councilmember.englander@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org 
Cc: sharon.dickinson@lacity.org, councilmember.ryu@lacity.org, afine@laconservancy.org

Please preserve LA's history! As an interior designer who also studied architecture, I am concerned about 
the demolition of so many historical buildings. While it may not be a John Lautner home in Bel Air, it does 
contribute to LA's unique mixture of history and eclectic styles. In the future, I think the destruction of these 
historical buildings would be seen as a mistake. We don’t want LA to end up looking like Irvine.

Below are some key points to consider....
1-jpg

• Lytton Savings is historic and meets the HCM designation criteria.
• Two distinct preservation alternatives have been evaluated, but no substantial evidence or analysis has 

been provided by the City or applicant to demonstrate why adaptive reuse of Lytton Savings would be 
infeasible or inviable.

• The preservation alternatives would meet the majority of the proposed project’s objectives, as well as 
reduce environmental impacts.

• A win-win outcome that would retain the building is possible; it would allow a substantially similar project 
that would not violate the California Environmental Protection Act (CEQA) to move forward.

Best Regards,

Jennifer Aos
Anatomy Of Style
Interior Design
213-219-0174
jennifer@aosdesigns.com
www.aosdesigns.com
www.houzz.com
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8150 Sunset Blvd (Lytton Savings/Chase Bank Historic Resource), Case No. VTT-723
1 message

TBRASETH@aol.com <TBRASETH@aol.com> Mon, Oct 24, 2016 at 12:15 PM
To: councilmember.huizar@lacity.org, councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org, councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org, 
councilmember.englander@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org, william.lambom@lacity.org, 
councilmember.ryu@lacity.org, sharon.dickinson@lacity.org 
Cc: afine@laconservancy.org

I live in Laurel Canyon and not only do I drive by this building several times a day, I take great pleasure in banking there, 
admiring it's dramatic roof-line and stained glass walls.

I have no love for the mall that surrounds it - and I am NOT opposed to re-development of this property. But I am sick 
and tired of our city losing every building of any interest, historical value, and human scale to be replaced by over-sized, 
bland, unfriendly, impenetrable, fortress-like glass boxes. Sunset Boulevard is already at risk of losing whatever 
character that made it a special part of our city.

OVER-DEVELOPMENT WITH NO REGARD FOR PRESERVATION HAS DESTROYED OUR CITY.

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE -- SAVE THIS BUILDING!I! Please require the developers of this
property to integrate it into their new plans. It will be an asset to their project - as it has been as asset to the 
streetscape, the neighborhood and the city as a whole.

Timothy Braseth
8033 Sunset Boulevard .397 
Los Angeles. CA 90046 USA 
1.310.720.9994 
tbraseth@aol.com
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