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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS REPORT relative to legal efforts the City 
can take to protect the immigrant community from any new or renewed federal actions that would 
expand deportations or result in discriminatory practices against immigrants, regardless of their 
legal status.

Recommendations for Council action, pursuant to Motion (Cedillo - Huizar- Wesson):

1. REQUEST the City Attorney to report relative to what legal efforts the City can take to 
protect the immigrant community from any new or renewed federal actions that would 
expand deportations or result in discriminatory practices against immigrants, regardless of 
their legal status.

2. DIRECT the City Administrative Officer (CAO) and the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA), 
with the assistance of the Economic Workforce Development Department and any other 
necessary City Department, to report relative to the potential economic impacts of 
deportations on the City's economy and local programs that support immigrants and their 
children, regardless of their legal status; and, recommendations for protecting City 
programs from the negative impacts of federal actions that target immigrants.

Fiscal I mpact Statement: Neither the CAO nor the CLA has completed a financial analysis of this 
report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

SUMMARY

On November 22, 2016, Council introduced Motion relative to efforts the City can take to protect 
the immigrant community from any new or renewed federal actions that would expand 
deportations or result in discriminatory practices against immigrants. Motion states that the City of 
Los Angeles has a vested interest in understanding the ramifications a Trump presidency will 
have on the City, in particular, Mr. Trump's immigration and deportation policies of undocumented 
immigrants.

Motion goes on to state that while Mr. Trump recently stated that he intends to focus solely on 
criminal immigrants, his rhetoric as a presidential candidate made little distinction between 
criminal and law-abiding immigrants, calling Mexican immigrants and others from South America 
and Latin America coming to the United States criminals and rapists.

The County of Los Angeles is home to 1 million of the estimated 11 million undocumented 
immigrants living in the United States. These immigrants are intertwined in all levels of life here in 
Los Angeles - including social, civic and economic. Motion movers believe that the deportation of 
any sizable percentage of that community would have a devastating impact on immigrants, their 
children, as well as the City’s economy.

Motion further states that s recent 2016 study by The National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering and Medicine report on immigration found that overall immigration enlarges the 
United States economy while leaving the native population slightly better off on average, but the



greatest beneficiaries of immigration are the immigrants themselves as they avail themselves of 
opportunities not available to them in their home countries. A 2014 University of Southern 
California / California Immigration Policy Center study found that undocumented immigrants 
make up nearly 10% of the state of California’s workforce and contribute $130 billion annually to 
its gross domestic product.

Motion movers state that in a nation founded by immigrants, living in a City of immigrants, we 
respect, honor and protect immigrants to the fullest extent of the law. The City of Los Angeles 
could not function without them. Motion movers recommend that Council request the City 
Attorney, as well as the CLA and CAO, report back on actions the City can take to protect its 
immigrant residents. Council referred Motion to the Ad Hoc Committee on Immigrant Affairs for 
consideration.

At its special meeting held January 25, 2017, the Ad Hoc Committee on Immigrant Affairs 
recommended that Council approve Motion.

Respectfully Submitted,

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS
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