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Ellsworth (E.J.) Jackson, philanthropist extraordinaire, was bom in in Cleveland, Ohio on 
May 23, 1950. As a teenager he relocated to Los Angeles, California where he attended Manual 
Arts High School. E.J. was a sturdy youth who both enjoyed and excelled in the sport of 
football. As captain of the “All-Star” football team, he was named “All-City” middle linebacker 
in 1969. After graduation from high school, he attended several colleges including Los Angeles 
City College. New Mexico State College and Long Beach State College where he continued to 
display his football talents on the field.

After college days, E.J. began working as a private investigator and it was at the time he 
noticed many people in the community had difficulty obtaining limousine service, particularly 
those in South Central Los Angeles, Watts and Compton. This young entrepreneur recognized 
his niche-affordable limousine service for residents living in this underserved community. So in 
1978 with the assistance of his mother, E.J. purchased his first “Jackson Limousine.” As time 
passed E.J. continued to build his business and added more limousines to his fleet. His drive to 
provide quality service was instilled into all his drivers and staff. He knew the excellence in 
service would set him above his competitors and it did.

E.J.’s sense of service went beyond his limousine endeavor. His eyes were opened to the 
needs of his patrons as he served them. He began to do his part and beyond his part, by giving 
away turkeys before Thanksgiving one year. This blessing to the community grew annually. 
After 30 years, the turkey dinner giveaway had become as large as the man’s heart who initiated 
it. E.J. Jackson and the E.J. Jackson foundation would feed more than 10,000 people at these 
giveaways. Mr. Jackson’s generosity was extended to the homeless, the Ladera Little League 
and to the many he gave employment to who were not given that opportunity.

Mr. E.J. Jackson, successful community business owner and family man whose 
Foundation’s mission was to “feed as many hungry families, senior citizens, handicapped 
individuals and veterans’ throughout the year as possible. He was truly the epitome of 
generosity and his imprint on the Los Angeles community will never be erased.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the intersection of Slauson Avenue and Hillcrest Drive be 
named “Ellsworth ‘E.J.’ Jackson Square” and that the Department of Transportation be directed 
to erect permanent ceremonial sign(s) to this affect at this location.
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