
File No. 16-1413-S1

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to authorizing the Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation (LADOT) to charge late fees and replacement costs for 
SmartBoot devices.

Recommendation for Council action, pursuant to Motion (Martinez - Price):

REQUEST the City Attorney to prepare and present an ordinance amending Los Angeles 
Municipal Code Section 80.77.2 to authorize the LADOT to charge a $25 per day late fee and a 
$500 replacement cost relative to SmartBoot devices, which are used to immobilize vehicles, 
upon receiving verification of their scofflaw status.

Fiscal Impart Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst 
has completed a financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

SUMMARY

On May 1,2018, Council considered Motion (Martinez - Price) relative to authorizing LADOT to 
charge late fees and replacement costs for SmartBoot devices. Motion states that on August 1, 
2017, LADOT implemented the full deployment of a pilot program using the Paylock SmartBoot, 
which immobilizes vehicles when a traffic officer is alerted of their scofflaw status. The 
SmartBoot is a new technology that allows a driver to release the device after they call the posted 
800-number, receive an access code, and remotely pay their outstanding parking citations. A 
motorist is considered a scofflaw when they have five or more unpaid parking citations and is 
therefore determined to be boot eligible pursuant to California Vehicle Code Section 2265 l(i).

Motion goes on to state that after self-removal of the device, drivers are instructed to return the 
SmartBoot to one of the four facilities located throughout the City. To insure prompt return of 
SmartBoots, Motion movers believe it is critical that the City be able to charge a late fee and a 
replacement cost for those who do not return the device promptly or return the device in 
damaged condition. Motion recommends that Council request the City Attorney prepare an 
ordinance authorizing LADOT to charge late fees and replacement costs. Council referred 
Motion to the Transportation Committee for consideration.

At its meeting held May 23, 2018, the Transportation Committee recommended that Council 
approve Motion’s recommendation.

Respectfully Submitted,
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