
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, a study in the Journal of Health Affairs found that 26 California hospitals with 
emergency rooms (ERs) closed from 1999 to 2010, and another 22 closed their ERs but remained 
open; and

WHEREAS, ER closures force emergency responders to travel longer distances to transport 
patients to an available ER, which may cause negative health impacts for patients in need of 
emergency treatment; and

WHEREAS, approximately 25 percent of hospital admissions between 1999 and 2010 occurred 
near an emergency department closure, and these admissions had a 5 percent higher chance of 
inpatient mortality (10 percent for patients under 65); and

WHEREAS, among heart attack patients, those who were from a region that lost an ER were 15 
percent more likely to die in the hospital; among patients who had a stroke, those affected by an ER 
closure were 10 percent more likely to die in the hospital; and

WHEREAS, African Americans, Latinos, women, adults under the age of 65, and those who are 
uninsured and on Medicaid were more likely to have experienced the loss of an ER in their 
community; and

WHEREAS, pending in the Legislature is SB 687 (Skinner) which would require any nonprofit 
that operates or controls a health facility to write notice to and obtain consent of the Attorney General 
prior to a reduction or elimination of the level of emergency services; and

WHEREAS, SB 687 would also require that a public hearing be held to enable the community 
to provide input on the impact of the closure; and

WHEREAS, SB 687 would help ensure that the harmful ripple effects of ER closures can be
minimized;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-18 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for SB 687 (Skinner), which would require any non-profit that operates or 
controls a health facility to provide notice to, and obtain the consent of, the Attorney General prior to 
a reduction or elimination of the level of emergency services.
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