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SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Include in the City’s 2017-2018 State Legislative Program, 
SUPPORT of AB 1206 (Bocanegra) that would add and repeal California Vehicle Code Section 
22659.6 to authorize the City of Los Angeles to conduct a 24-month pilot program in which law 
enforcement officers may impound a vehicle used in the commission, or attempted commission, 
of pimping, pandering, or solicitation of prostitution; offer a diversion program to prostitutes cited 
or arrested in the course of the pilot program; and require the City to prepare a report to the State 
Legislature with data related to the pilot program within 6 months of completing the program.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Martinez - Harris-Dawson), introduced on March 31,2017, seeks to support AB 1206 
(Bocanegra) that would have amended California Vehicle Code Section 22659.5 (VC Section 
22659.5) to allow for the seizure and impoundment of a motor vehicle when it is used in the 
commission or attempted commission of an action that violates the California Penal Code sections 
related to prostitution, even if the owner or operator of the vehicle has not had a prior conviction 
for the same offense within the past three years. The Resolution indicates that the City of Los 
Angeles adopted an ordinance (see Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 41.70) that is 
substantially similar to state law, and which also includes the three-year requirement. The 
Resolution states that in many cases those who solicit prostitutes may not always be convicted for 
their crimes, and therefore are not subject to the penalties in the City’s Ordinance. The Resolution 
seeks an official position of the City of Los Angeles to support AB 1206 that would amend VC 
Section 22659.5 to delete the requirement that the owner or operator of the vehicle have a prior 
conviction for the same offense within the past three years and therefore allow local agencies to 
enact an ordinance that allows for the seizure or impoundment of a vehicle whenever it is used in 
the commission or attempted commission of an act that violates the California Penal Code sections 
related to prostitution, pimping, pandering, and solicitation.

BACKGROUND
Currently, VC Section 22659.51 allows cities and counties to adopt an ordinance declaring a motor 
vehicle to be a public nuisance subject to seizure and an impoundment period of up to 30 days 
when the vehicle is used in the commission or attempted commission of an act that violates the

1 VC Section 22659.5 was amended in 2009. Prior to the amending this section, VC Section 22659.5 only authorized 
cities and counties to adopt a five-year pilot program for declaring motor vehicles used in prostitution and related 
offenses to be a nuisance.



California Penal Code sections related to prostitution, and other crimes. This Section states that 
the ordinances would only apply to vehicles owned or operated by a person who has a prior 
conviction for the same offense within the past three years (three-year requirement). Existing State 
law also specifically prescribes the notification requirements when a vehicle has been seized and 
impounded and any applicable fees.

In 2013, the City amended Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 41.70 to comply with 
the provisions of VC Section 22659.52. However, in O’Connell v. City of Stockton, the California 
Supreme Court invalidated a similar ordinance in the City of Stockton. The Court determined that 
local governments could not confiscate the vehicles of drivers arrested on suspicion of buying 
drugs or soliciting prostitutes because prostitution was a matter of “statewide concern” that the 
State Legislature addressed through various provisions within California’s Penal and Vehicle 
Codes. Furthermore, this “[left] no room for further regulation at the local level.” The City of 
Stockton’s ordinance was preempted by State law, which also invalidated similar ordinances of 
other local agencies, including LAMC Section 41.70.

AB 1206 was introduced on February 17, 2017 and would have deleted the three-year requirement 
from VC Section 22659.6. However, the bill was amended by the author on April 19, 2017 to 
instead add and repeal VC 22659.6 and would authorize the City of Los Angeles to conduct a 24- 
month pilot program in which law enforcement officers may impound a vehicle used in the 
commission, or attempted commission, of pimping, pandering, or solicitation of prostitution. If the 
City elects to implement the pilot program, the bill only authorizes the impoundment of a vehicle 
if the individual committing, or attempting to commit, a crime under this provision is the sole 
owner of the vehicle. The bill further states that if the individual is not the sole owner, then the 
owner(s) of the vehicle will be provided with an opportunity to take possession of the vehicle. 
Furthermore, the City must reimburse the individual for the costs associated with towing and 
impounding the vehicle if he or she is found not guilty of the crime for which the vehicle was 
impounded.

In addition, AB 1206 requires the City to offer a diversion program to prostitutes cited or arrested 
in the course of the pilot program. It also requires the City to submit a report to the State Legislature 
within 6 months of completing the program that includes the following information:

The number of individuals cited, and the number of individuals arrested, during the pilot 
program for the commission, or attempted commission, of pimping, pandering, or 
solicitation of prostitution;
The number of vehicles impounded during the pilot program because they were used in the 
commission, or attempted commission, of a crime described above;
The number of minor victims that law enforcement encountered during the course of the 
pilot program; and
Whether the implementation of the pilot program impacted the number of citations or 
arrests for commission, or attempted commission, of pimping, pandering, or solicitation of 
prostitution.

The provisions of this bill will only remain in effect until January 1, 2022.

2 Prior to amending LAMC Section 41.70, the Ordinance allowed the City to declare a vehicle used to engage in an 
act of prostitution as a nuisance that was subject to seizure and impoundment without the three-year requirement.
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AB 1206 provides the City with a way to deter and prevent prostitution in the City by authorizing 
law enforcement to seize or impound vehicles of “Johns” or potential “Johns” even if the owner 
or operator of the vehicle has not had a prior conviction for the same offense within the past three 
years. Support of AB 1206 as amended is consistent with the City’s policies.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
None

BILL STATUS
2/17/2017
3/9/2017
4/4/2017
4/19/2017

Introduced
Referred to the Assembly Committee on Public Safety 
In committee; hearing canceled at the request of author 
Amended by author and re-referred to Committee on Public Safety

Cheryl B. Soriano 
Analyst

SMT:cbs

Attachment: AB 1206
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 19, 2017

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE---- 2017-18 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1206

Introduced by Assembly Member Bocanegra

February 17, 2017

S add and repeal Section 22659.6 ofAn act
the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1206, as amended, Bocanegra. Vehicles:.nttmnee-.abatement:
: pilot program.

Existing law authorizes a city or county to adopt an ordinance 
declaring a motor vehicle to be a public nuisance subject to seizure and 
an impoundment of up to 30 days if the vehicle is used in the 
commission or attempted commission of the crimes of pimping, 
pandering, and soliciting, or agreeing to engage in, or engaging in, any 
act of prostitution, or illegal dumping of commercial quantities of waste 
matter upon a public or private highway or road, and the owner or 
operator of the vehicle had a prior conviction for the same offense within 
the past 3 years.

This bill
authorize the seizure and impoundment of a-vehicle if the owner.or

nze the City of Los Angeles to conduct a 24-month 
pilot program in which law enforcement officers may impound a vehicle 
used in the commission, or attempted commission, of pimping, 
pandering, or solicitation of prostitution. The bill would require the 
city, if it elects to implement the pilot program, to take specified actions, 
including, among others, offering a diversion program to prostitutes
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cited or arrested in the course of the pilot program. The bill would 
require the city, within 6 months of the completion of the pilot program 
to issue a report, as specified. The bill would repeal these provisions 
on January 1, 2022.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no. 
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 22659.6 is added to the Vehicle Code, to1
2 read:

22659.6. (a) Notwithstanding any other law, the City of Los
4 Angeles may adopt an ordinance to conduct a 24-month pilot
5 program in which law enforcement officers of the city may impound
6 a vehicle used in the commission, or attempted commission, of
7 pimping in violation of Section 266h of the Penal Code, pandering
8 in violation of Section 266i of the Penal Code, or solicitation of
9 prostitution in violation ofparagraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (b) 

10 of Section 647 of the Penal Code.
(b) If the City of Los Angeles elects to implement the pilot

12 program described in subdivision (a), it shall do all of the
13 following:

(1) Offer a diversion program to prostitutes cited or arrested 
15 in the course of the pilot program.

(2) Authorize the impoundment of a vehicle only if the individual
17 committing, or attempting to commit, a crime described in
18 subdivision (a) is the sole owner of the vehicle. If that individual
19 is not the sole owner, the other owner or owners of the vehicle
20 shall be provided an opportunity to take possession of the vehicle.

(3) Reimburse an individual for the costs associated with towing
22 and impounding the vehicle if he or she is not found guilty of the
23 crime for which the vehicle was impounded or if the charge of
24 committing, or attempting to commit, the crime for which the
25 vehicle was impounded was dismissed.

(c) (1) Within six months of the completion of the pilot program
27 described in subdivision (a), the City of Los Angeles shall issue a
28 report the describes, at a minimum, all of the following:

(A) The number of individuals cited, and the number of
30 individuals arrested, during the pilot program for the commission,
31 or attempted commission, of a crime described in subdivision (a).
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