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The Los Angeles City Council 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Los Angeles City Council Members:

I read with great interest you the news of your unanimous resolution to impeach Donald Trump. I 
applaud and support your brave actions on behalf of the citizens of Los Angeles and the people of the 
United States. Los Angeles has a long-standing reputation of welcoming people of all colors and 
religions. The city has been a model for the rest of the U.S. as to how a variety of different people can live 
together to create a vibrant and amazing culture.

I support your efforts to fight Trump’s bigotry, racism, disregard for the law and his ignorance. I am 
sending a copy cf the letter I have written to several members of Congress detailing my opinion of what 
needs to be changed immediately to save our constitutional democracy. If there is anything in there you 
can use in your battle with the Trump Administration please feel free to do so.

Please remember you are no alone in this fight. The people of America stand with you.

Sincerely,

eiLi

Michael Kaiser
High School Teacher/Wrestling Coach-Retired 
1509 S.W. Market Street 
Portland, Oregon 97201 
Mkaiser063@gmail.com
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May 25*h, 2017

Letter to Congress

I am writing once again to voice my displeasure and disappointment in the way you have reacted to 
Donald Trump, his actions, his moral character and his disregard for the functioning of the U.S. 
Government. His latest high-handed act to fire FBI Director james Comey, not to mention his 
releasing classified intelligence information to a Russian diplomat, should be alarming. It should be 
a clear signal how opposed to the Constitution, transparency in government, adherence to the law 
this tyrant really is. I am asking you to expedite the appointment of a special prosecutor, to use you 
subpoena powers to obtain whatever records are needed to expose the level of corruption in the 
Trump administration and if necessary to coordinate your efforts with the State Attorney General of 
New York and his investigation into Trump’s criminal behavior. Mostly, I am asking you to stand up, 
our democracy is in grave danger

I also have a list of items that so far you have been reluctant to address for whatever reasons I can 
only guess at. However; First, I want to tell you a little story:

I wrestled competitively from age ten until I was thirty-two years old. Additionally, I coached the 
sport for thirty-two years. I love wrestling because there are no shades of gray, you win or you lose 
with nothing in between. If you lose, you cannot blame others, you are on the mat with one other 
person plus a referee and the results are plain to see. There is no hiding, no excuses, and no second 
chances on that particular day If you have lost, you have to live with it.

On our wrestling room wall wre had a saying painted with a picture of an arm raised in victory. All it 
said was," Until You Do It, It Is Nothing But Talk.” In the end my wrestlers learned one thing that I 
hope served as a life's lesson to them, i.e. talk is cheap but in the when it comes down to it, you are 
only remembered for your actions.

When Trump was elected President, like many other people, I was horrified, aghast that such an 
unthinkable thing could happen I realize that Thomas Jefferson believed that people get the 
government they deserve but if he were alive today I am sure he would not think the American 
people deserve the “Shit Show” (pardon my language] that is unfolding before their eyes.

Susan K Smith, Contributor to the Huffington Post writes:

"When then-presidential candidate Donald Trump boasted during his campaign t hat he could 
"stand in the middle of Fifth Avenue and shoot somebody" and would not lose any supporters, he 
was right.

He was speaking as bully-in-chief, a man proud of not only his wealth but confident in his whiteness 
and the rightness of his belief that white people were being harmed by the direction the country 
was going-

As the administration ignores the fact that Vladimir Putin is easing his way into the very fabric of 
American democracy, some of us shudder. As we watch the Republican Congress, and far too many 
Democrats, slide silently into line behind the president, we shudder. The good ol’ boys are closing 
ranks, and it feels like there is little anyone can do about it."



When I read the above quote, I laughed. No government official, especially the President of the 
United States would be allowed, to flaunt the laws of the land and the proper norms of civilized 
society and not be held accountable. In a land where the rule of law is the norm I thought this would 
be impossible. Yet, in the 100+ days of the Trump Administration, this is exactly what is happening.

While Trump and his cronies, seek to make the rich even richer, circumvent and ignore the law of 
the land, ruin the environment and threaten to plunge us into a nuclear war, the people we elected 
to look after our interests do nothing but talk...and ask for money.

There is not a day that goes by that my email box is not filled with pleas from the Democratic Party, 
representatives, senators, Act Blue, etc. asking for money, crying wolf about every congressional 
election that comes up. In light of this constant and unremitting begging I have to ask, what is 
Congress doing on behalf the American people? From where I sit it seems to be nothing but talking. 
Until you act, do something besides talk and ask for money I am done donating to your various 
causes. In short you have to win a few matches against an opponent who threatens America in so 
many ways. If you cannot or will not do this, I am afraid I cannot give you a "scholarship." Honestly 
you have not earned it. As an old wrestler and coach this is the only approach that works for me.

Having said that, here is my list of things that you need to address. To be honest, I have little faith 
that you will actually do something but if you do not ask the answer is always, "NO."

Spending:

You need to curtail his lavish lifestyle. You control the purse strings so you can do this. Taxpayers 
did not sign up to fund, weekend golf outings to Florida/New Jersey, and family ski vacations in 
Aspen (why do they need a vacation? They have not done anything! Why do we have to pay for 
Secret Service Protection for Trump's sons to jet around the world, making business deals that 
benefit no one but the Trump brand?

If you are not aware of how much money the Trump family is costing America, here are some "Fun 
Facts" gleaned from a variety of reliable sources. If you wrote a term paper in college, it would be 
easy to find these things out, plus more information that would make the average taxpayer in 
America vomit.

The New York Police Department estimates is costing about $500,000 a day to secure Trump 
Tower, where the first lady is still living.

Combined with the Florida trips, Trump is on pace to charge taxpayers around $25 million for his 
first month in office. If this trend continues, the bill could be more than $300 million for the first 
year.

According to the conservative group Judicial Watch, during the eight years of Obama's 
presidency, $97 million was billed to taxpayers. That averages a little more than $12 million a year. 
When protecting Obama’s Chicago home is factored in, the total was around $18 million.

I hope you find this information shocking and informative.



Stability, Intelligence, Sanity and Fitness for the Job:

Joan Smith-77ie Guardian-" Folks, we've got a huge problem on our hands. Either.

1. Based on his claims of Obama wiretapping him, Trump is more nuts than we suspected - a 
true delusional paranoid. If this was the case, we've got a president willing to put the 
prestige and power of his office behind baseless claims emanating from well-known right
wing purveyors of lies.

Which means Trump shouldn't be anywhere near the nuclear codes that could obliterate the planet, 
or near anything else that could determine the fate of America or the world.

2. The second possibility is that Trump is correct, and the Obama administration did in fact 
tap his phones, But if this was the case, before the tap could occur it’s highly likely Trump 
committed a very serious crime, including treason."

It is an alarming insight into how Trump (though, not just Trump) operates. Few politicians, no 
matter how thin-skinned, have displayed such neediness nor demanded such displays of 
unconditional love from their supporters. The trick all along has been to disguise neediness as 
empathy. When Trump talks about love to the crowds who turn out to see him, they think it’s what 
he's offering. In reality, it's what he demands from them, needing it to fuel the endorphin rush that 
keeps him going. You can see this process in action as he gets hyped up on stage, prompting a 
stream-of-consciousness outpouring of personal attacks, weird fabrications an outright lies. This 
type of behavior is dangerously narcissist and alarming especially when it is the President of the 
United States exhibiting such behavior. It is one of the classic examples of a leader who is in reality 
a dangerously delusional demagogue

GOP strategist Rick Wilson "People put in for the TV character of Donald Trump, a hyper confident 
negotiator, a wheeler-dealer mogul. The real Donald Trump is a 70-year-old man who inherited a 
bunch of money who's been bankrupt four times and who basically turned into a branding 
company.... He’s intellectually sloppy and temperamentally unsuited for the job."

Ethics:

Trump is willing to do anything to keep his job - even if that means destroying the fabric of our 
democracy.

According to Robert Reich Chancellor's Professor of Public Policy, University of California at 
Berkeley:

"America is in deep trouble. We have a president who is either a dangerous paranoid who’s making 
judgments based on right-wing crackpots, has in all likelihood committed treason, or is willing to 
sacrifice public trust in our basic institutions to further his selfish goals. He needs to make his taxes 
and business interests public."



He said he would release his taxes by March 1st. That deadline has long passed. In light of the 
growing Russia scandal these documents need to be examined to assure the public there are no 
unethical or illegal ties which at this point seems unlikely. In fact, Treasury Secretary St even 
Mnuchin declared that Trump had no plans to ever release his tax returns because," he has been 
more transparent than any president before him." To most, this statement is a blatant cover-up by 
the Trump administration and spits in the face of the American public, most of who demand 
honesty and transparency from their leaders, especially the supposed leader of the free world.

It is telling that, the state of New York’s Attorney General, Eric Schneiderman, is conducting 
multiple probes into Trump's shady business practices and questionable business associates. I 
would think it would behoove Congress to do the same.

Trump's tax proposal is the most interesting because it's a revealing illustration of Trump's self
serving White House grift, which car ries on regardless of anything else that's happening in this 
administration. It's basically a blueprint for massive profits for himself and his children.

Heather Digby Parton, writing for Salon states," Becoming president, refusing to divest yourself of 
your business or reveal your conflicts of interest and then proposing gigantic tax cuts that will 
directly benefit you and your family is actually pretty smart. It should be illegal, but it has never 
previously occurred to anyone that a president could be so shameless or that the American people 
simply wouldn't care."

There are many of us who do care and we are waiting for those who supposedly are looking out for 
our interests to act in a forceful and meaningful manner

Trump’s Sexual Deviance:

I taught high school for many years. In that role, I was responsible for the learning and well-being of 
my students. If I had made the same remarks about my female students as Trump has made about 
young women, I would have been immediately fired, had my teaching certificate revoked for life 
and more than likely would have been charged with sex abuse.

Shouldn’t the same standards that apply to an ordinary high school teacher also apply to the 
supposed leader of the free world?

Examples of Donald Trump's misogyny have been piling up for years:

In a sea of loathsome behavior, perhaps this comment from an Entertainment Tonight 1992 video 
clip when Trump was 46 years old is the most reprehensible. In the clip, you can overhear Trump 
making extremely disturbing comments about a 10-year-old girl. His unmistakable voice asks the 
girl if she’s about to ride an escalator. She answers, “Yean!” And Trump says, “I am going to be 
dating her in 10 years. Can you believe it?" A fair question to ask is this, "as a parent of a young girl 
what would you do? Would you be outraged, offended and frightened? Would you elect a person 
capable of such a comment President of the United State?"

On an appearance on The Howard Stern Show in 2005, Trump described going backstage at the 
beauty pageants while the contestants were undressed. "Before a show, I'll go backstage and 
everyone’s getting dressed, and everything else, and you know, no men are anywhere, and I’m



allowed to go in because I’m the owner of the pageant and therefore I’m inspecting it," he said. "You 
know, I'm inspecting because I want to make sure that everything is good."

"You know, they're standing there with no clothes. 'Is everybody okay?”' he continued. "And you see 
these incredible looking women, and so, I sort of get away with things like that."

In another Stern interview, Trump went on to objectify his own daughter. In a 2003, Stern 
interview, Trump said Ivanka has "got the best body." And former staffers on the set of "The 
Apprentice" told The Associated Press that Trump would often compliment women’s looks on set 
and compare them to his daughter.

He also gave radio host Howard Stern permission to call Ivanka Trump, a "piece of ass.

In 2006, He said on ABC's "The View" that if Ivanka weren’t his daughter, he’d be dating her. Trump 
doubled down on those comments in an interview with Rolling Stone in 2015. "Yeah, she's really 
something, and what a beauty, that one. If 1 weren't happily married and, ya know, 
her father..." Trump said,

People Magazine published ail account by one of its reporters who recalled Trump "pushing me 
against the wall, and forcing his tongue down my throat" during an interview session at his Mar-a- 
Lago home. The alleged attack, according to reporter Natasha Stoynoff, came as Trump’s wife 
Melania, who was then pregnant, changed into a different outfit in another room before they 
continued their joint interview. The encounter was in 2005, the same year the nowMnfamous 
encounter with Billy Bush was recorded, according to Stoynoff.

The winner of the 1996 Miss Universe competition said Donald Trump, who owned the pageant 
company until last year, body-shamed her and mocked her Latina heritage.
Alicia Machado, who won the Miss Venezuela pageant in 1995 and w'ent on to be crowned Miss 
Universe the following year, told "Inside Edition" that she faced verbal abuse from Trump "all the 
time" after she gained weight following the pageant.

He called me Miss Piggy,” she told "Inside Edition. I was very depressed.1

He also openly derided her weight in an interview with radio host Howard Stern, describing her as 
an "eating machine."

Machado said Trump also made fun of her English language skills and called her "Miss 
Housekeeping" in an apparent jab at her Venezuelan accent.

We have a president that is openly disrespectful and behaves in a predatory manner toward 
women He also seems to takes great pride in this type of behavior. Is this really the kind of person 
we want representing us on the world stage?

A Confederacy of Morons:

We are being led by morons. The following gaffes from members of Trump's staff and cabinet are 
only small examples of the idiocy that is currently rampant in the White House.



Let's start with the man at the top: Our President is always bragging about his grasp of facts and his 
superior intellectual abilities...this is a man so woefully ignorant that he thought Andrew Jackson 
was very angry about the Civil War. Trump does not know that Andrew Jackson was a racist, a slave 
owner who if alive would have supported the South, a person guilty of the mass genocide of Native 
Americans and finally had man been dead for sixteen years before the Civil War started. The man 
"leading" our country does not know the basic history of the United States, something a fifth grader 
knows!

Kellyann Conway
This is her discourse on the dangers of household appliances: “What 1 can say is there are many 
ways to surveil each other now, unfortunately,” including “microwaves that turn >nto cameras, etc.,' 
Conway told New Jersey’s The Record newspaper in an interview. “So we know that is just a fact of 
modern life.” Not content with this gem alone, Conway has also given us, “alternative facts,” The 
Bowling Green Massacre, and has let us know that Fredrick Douglass is still very much alive. If she 
were on a sitcom, these remarks would be funny. The fact that she is a highly placed White House 
staff member makes her level of ignorance troubling at best.

Ben Carson

It is inconceivable that a well-educated black man whose position as HUD Director, a job that 
impacts the lives of many black Americans could utter a statement that equates being abducted by 
slave traders, being forcibly brought to North America and sold into perpetual servitude and misery 
with a Club Med cruise: "That’s what America is about,” Carson said. “A land of dreams and 
opportunity. There were other immigrants who came here in the bottom of slave ships, worked 
even longer, even harder for less. But they too had a dream that one day their sons, daughters, 
grandsons, granddaughters, great grandsons, great granddaughters might pursue prosperity and 
happiness in this land.” This quote needs no further comment.

Betsy DeVos:

Supporters of historically black colleges and universities say US Education Secretary Betsy needs a 
history lesson after calling schools created in response to racial segregation "pioneers' of school 
choice. U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee, a California Democrat, called the statement "tone-deaf' and 
"uninformed,” noting that for many years, HBCUs weren't additional options but the "only option." 
This lack of knowledge is only one of DeVos’s many shortcomings that should disqualify her from 
leading the Department of Education. Her goal of attempting to impose Christian values via the 
educational system shows a lack of understanding about the religious makeup of this country as 
well as an appalling lack of knowledge about Constitutional principles regarding the separation of 
church and state.

She has no knowledge of public education and in fact has been a vigorous opponent of public 
schools. She attended private schools as well as sending her children to them. Her ignorance of Title 
IX and special education laws and policies would be laughable if she wasn't in charge of upholding 
the rights of children those policies were enacted to protect. You would think that a person who 
thinks it is a good idea to arm teachers in rural states in order to protect their students from grizzly 
bears would be unqualified to lead the Department of Education but apparently this is net the case.

Jeff Sessions-.



Jeff Sessions needs to go. He is liar, a bigot, a criminal, and racist. Sessions has joked about his 
support of the Ku Klux Klan and used a racial slur to describe an African-American attorney. He has 
actively worked to roll back the civil rights of people of color, women and LGBT people and surely 
will not make protecting the civil rights of racial or other minority groups a priority for the 
Department of Justice.

His latest example of outrageous fascist behavior is detailed in New York Magazine-. "A 61-year-old 
woman may land in jail because she laughed during Jeff Sessions' confirmation hearing. Desiree 
Fairooz, a Code Pink activist, was arrested in January when she laughed after hearing Senator 
Richard Shelby say that Sessions’ record of "treating all Americans equally under the law is clear 
and well-documented."

The "crimes” she is accused of carry a maximum penalty of six months in jail and a $500. The fact 
that this prosecution is moving forward should alarm and sicken anyone who treasures our First 
Amendment rights. It is one more example of a tiny little man who uses his power as a supposed 
law enforcement officer to crush political dissent and to silence those w'ho would dare call him out 
on his long record of racist bigoted, illegal behavior.

Jon Swaine and Oliver Laughland writing for The Guardian, state that:

"Opponents concluded that Sessions used his federal prosecutor's office, and the FBI agents who 
worked for him, as political weapons, according tc more than half a dozen veterans of Mobile's 
1980s legal and political circles Some alleged in court filings that the ambitious young Republican 
actually worked from a "hit list" of Democratic targets.

The decades-old concerns have been revived by Donald Trump’s appointment of Sessions as US 
Attorney General, and the mounting anxiety over his ability to remain even-handed as the nation’s 
most senior law' enforcement official."

Added to these extremely serious concerns about Sessions, is the fact that Trump's ranting about 
Obama wiretapping him is nothing more than trying to divert public attention from Sessions' 
possible ties to Russia and his collusion with other Trump associates already found to have been in 
contact with Russian agents during the election. In spite of the fact he has recused himself from the 
investigation, his dirty fingerprints are all over the firing of James Comey.

Ivanka and Jered:

We did not vote for them to be running the country. They are privileged snot nosed entitled brats 
and examples of nepotism at its w'orst. Their qualifications on trade, foreign policy, diplomacy, and 
domestic issues are virtually non-existent. Nobel Laurates and some of the most distinguished 
diplomats in history have tried to broker peace in the Middle East. What makes anyone believe that 
a person whose entrance into Harvard was purchased by his family, a man who inherited wealth 
from his criminal father and then blew a large part of it on ill-advised real estate ventures, a man 
who owned a newspaper but does not like to read, is qualified to negotiate a very difficult and 
complex issue at the highest level of international diplomacy? This notion is rendered even more 
ridiculous considering his father-in-law is threatingto move the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, a move 
which the Palestinians have said will put an end to any hope for a peaceful settlement in the West 
Bank and Gaza. His major accomplishment to date is looking ridiculous in an armored vest with his



name on it while wearing kakis and a blue blazer while appearing to be much like a first grader on a 
field trip with the "Big Boys.”

So far all Ivanka has done is hawk her jewelry collection on "60 Minutes,"attend meetings where 
she has contributed nothing and had her biand trademarked in China, suspiciously and 
simultaneously while she dined with the Chinese President at Mar-A-Logo. She is interested in one 
thing, expanding her business and being near her father so she is able to easily accomplish this task.

Jill Abramson in an op-ed column for The Guardian, writes," The notion that you are a voice for 
women should have been voided during the good ol' “grab them by the pussy” days of the 
campaign...As with almost everything in this billionaires' club administration, money explains your 
own brand marketing. You have a lot on the line: $100m in sales for your women's apparel line, 
mostly made in Asia. But sometime soon you will not be able to cover all the moral contradictions of 
your carefully sculpted pose."

Military and Diplomacy:

It is, as Paul Krugman writes, "Our current commander in chief prefers watching hours of Fox News 
and firing off a few missiles in Syria when his favorite anchors report plunging approval ratings. 
Governing by publicity stunt — cheap ploys for attention and approval, with no overarching 
strategy.

The hypocrisy of this act is self-evident. Trump once bragged to a baying audience that he would 
tell five-year old Syrian refugees to their faces that the US would not offer them safety, is now 
driven by his heart.

So now we know what it takes for an unhinged, bigoted demagogue to win liberal applause: just 
bypass the Constitution and fire some missiles."

Dan Rather pointed out," that no matter what someone's opinion on whether the airstrike was the 
correct course of action, the media’s job is to ask difficult questions, not drool over the spectacle of 
war."

It is ridiculous and sad when one ot the most respected voices in American journalism has to call 
out the media and indeed, members of Congress who have been duped by an obvious ploy on 
Trump’s part to bolster his historically low approval ratings and to distract the public from the 
corruption that is endemic in his administration.

The current situation with North Korea should alarm every sane person. The idea that Trump is 
provoking a leader who is so ego-driven, unstable and as insane as he is, should spur Congress to do 
something before we disappear into a nuclear cloud and yet you do nothing even though you have 
the power to stop the insanity before we are past a brink that we cannot back up from.

A recent N.Y. Times article paints a realistic if devastating scenario: "President Trump is scary in 
many ways, but perhaps the most frightening nightmare is of him blundering into a new Korean 
war. It would begin because the present approach of leaning on China to pressure North Korea will 
likely fail. Trump will grow angry at public snickering at the emptiness of his threats."



Kurt Campbell, a former assistant secretary of state for East Asia and now chairman of the Asia 
Group in Washington, warns, "1 do not believe there is any plausible military action that does not 
bring with it a possibility of a catastrophic outcome.”

Today, Trump is desperate. He is flailing from failure to failure in domestic policy, with dismal 
approval ratings and no clear way to increase them—except by trying to exploit the American 
public’s historic tendency to rally around a president at war. There has never been a stronger case 
for preemptively reining in a president’s ability to unilaterally launch military strikes on foreign 
countries that are not attacking us. This man is a threat to US democracy and world peace

Conclusion:

To quote Conor Fnedersdorf, writing for The Atlantic, "To allow a man of Trump's character to 
retain that power (of the presidency), after its expansion by decades of presidents who pushed it 
beyond the bounds of the Constitution, would be folly."

To many Americans, it is plain to see the emperor has no clothes, no intelligence, no knowledge of 
the world around him, and no clue. Maybe that is OK with you and you will keep pretending that the 
Trump presidency as "business as usual." That being said it is not OK with the majority of the 
American people-currently 64% of them. You have a choice, you can stand up and do something or 
you can enable a racist, bigoted, ignorant, deranged, war monger to continue to unravel the fabric of 
the Constitution and our democracy itself. Remember,..until you do it, it is nothing but talk.

Sincerely,

Michael Kaiser
High School Teacher/Wrestling Coach Retired 
1509 S.W. Market Street 
Portland, Oregon 97201

PS-1 am enclosing some links to some articles that that should alarm you, The titles should speak for 
themselves:

Donald Trump doesn’t like the "archaic" Constitution: "It’s really a bad thing for the

country" while his chief of staff is tired of the First Amendment1

http://www.salon com/2017/05/Ol/donald-trump-doesnt-like-the-archaic-constitution-its-

really-a-bad-thing-for-the-country/

'Yale Historian Timothy Snyder: "It’s pretty much inevitable" that Trump will try to stage

a coup and overthrow democracy1

http://www.salon


http://www.salon.com/2017/05/01/historian-timothv-snyder-its-pfettv-muchinevitable-that

trump-will-try-to-stage-a-coup-and-overthrow-democracy/

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/may/08/donald-trumps-ignorance-evident-by-

the-day

cc; Eric T Schnerderman, The Los Angeles City Council, Senator A1 Franken, Senator Chris Murphy, 
Senator Ron Wyden, Senator Jeff Merkley, Representative Earl Blumenauer, Representative Adam Schiff, 
Senator Elizabeth Warren, Senator Charles Schumer, Representative Nancy Pelosi, Senator Kamala 
Harris, Senator, Bernre Sanders, Representative Maxine Waters

http://www.salon.com/2017/05/01/historian-timothv-snyder-its-pfettv-muchinevitable-that
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/may/08/donald-trumps-ignorance-evident-by-

