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Resolution (Cedillo - Englander) to SUPPORT AB 1316 (Quirk).SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Cedillo - Englander) to include in the City’s 
2017-2018 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1316 (Quirk), which would amend 
California’s Health and Safety Code to require lead testing for all California’s children ages 6 
months to 6 years.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Cedillo - Englander), introduced on April 7, 2017, describes that dozens of 
California communities have reported incidences of childhood lead poisoning and that current 
regulations only require lead testing for children in government assistance programs and for 
those children who spend a significant amount of time in buildings built before 1978. Citing 
Reuters analysis, which has highlighted potential gaps in the way California gathers data on lead 
contamination in children, the Resolution calls on the City to support Assembly Bill 1316 
(Quirk), which would amend California’s Health and Safety Code to require lead testing for all 
California’s children ages 6 months to 6 years.

BACKGROUND
Existing State law requires all children to be evaluated for risk of lead poisoning by health care 
providers during each child's periodic health assessment, but it does not require that all children 
be tested for lead poisoning. While lead has been banned from gasoline and paint since the 
1970s, lead remains in the environment and is found in paint, plumbing, contaminated soil, water 
sources, lead-contaminated dust at shooting ranges, and plastic food wraps, to name a few. Lead has 
multiple toxic effects on children, and can affect intelligence and physical development. The Center 
for Disease Control estimates that 2.5 percent of small children have elevated lead levels nationwide 
and recommends that all children be screened for this toxin.

AB 1316 would take the following actions:

• Requires lead screening for all children if prescribed by a physician, an expansion of current 
law which only requires at-risk children to be screened.

• Requires that health care providers be responsible for the evaluation of all children and for 
medically necessary follow-up services.



The Physicians for Social Responsibility, which supports this bill, estimates that in California only 
20 percent of more than 3 million children ages 0-5 are screened for lead exposure. The California 
Medical Association opposes the bill, arguing that the requirements of AB 1316 would legislate the 
practice of medicine and that best practices do not currently recommend universal screening. AB 
1316 will ensure that more children are tested for lead exposure; these results will help medical 
providers provide a healthier environment for the City’s most venerable residents.
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Resolution (Cedillo - Englander)Attachment:



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, 
or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must have first been 
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, dozens of California communities currently experience recent rates of childhood lead 
poisoning that surpass those of Flint, Michigan; and

WHEREAS, once common in household paint, gasoline and plumbing, lead is a neurotoxin that causes 
irreversible health impacts, including cognitive impainnent and attention disorders in children; and

WHEREAS, blood testing data obtained by Reuters shows how lead poisoning affects even California, a 
state known for its environmental advocacy, with high rates of childhood exposure found in a swath of the Bay area 
and Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, current regulations only require lead testing for children in government assistance programs 
such as Medi-Cal and WIC, a supplemental nutrition program, as well as for kids who spend a significant amount 
of time in buildings built before 1978; however, many of California’s children still fall through the cracks of these 
programs and go untested; and

WHEREAS, Reuters analysis has highlighted potential gaps in the way California gathers data on lead 
contamination in children, such as the current screening process only tests certain children, and improved data can 
help us better identify clusters of communities to allow the State and local health departments to deliver a thorough 
and more comprehensive response; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 1316 (Quirk) would amend California’s Health and Safety Code to require 
lead testing for all California’s children ages 6 months to 6 years; and

WHEREAS, no amount of lead is safe, and this bill will help identify and reduce the effects of lead 
poisoning in the children of Los Angeles and California;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 State Legislative Program SUPPORT of AB 
1316 (Quirk) which would amend California’s Health and Safety Code to require lead testing for all California’s 
children ages 6 months to 6 years.
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