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Resolution supporting H.R. 2073 (Velasquez) relative to immigration agents wearing 
items bearing the word “police.”

SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution to include in the City’s 2017-2018
Federal Legislative Program, SUPPORT of H.R. 2073, which would amend Section 287 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to prohibit immigration officers or agents of the Department of 
Homeland Security from wearing clothing or other items bearing the word “police.”

SUMMARY
On April 25, 2017, Councilmember Gil Cedillo introduced a Resolution (Cedillo-Martinez) to 
SUPPORT H.R. 2073 which would amend Section 287 of the Immigration and Nationality Act to 
prohibit immigration officers or agents of the Department of Homeland Security from wearing clothing 
or other items bearing the word “police.”

The Resolution states that since the beginning of the current Administration, tension has escalated 
between immigrant communities and federal immigration enforcement agencies, such as Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection Agency (CBP), due to a policy 
emphasis on detaining and deporting undocumented immigrants.

The Resolution furthers states that there is media evidence of immigration enforcement officers 
identifying themselves as “police” while they conduct raids or question individuals as part of their 
enforcement duties. According to the Resolution, the anxiety of immigrants of being detained and 
deported is deterring their ability to engage any law enforcement officer for fear they may be an agent of 
ICE of CBP. The Resolution notes that the conspicuous identification of ICE or CBP agents as “police” 
can compromise the public’s ability to distinguish between local and federal officers.

The Resolution also states that the ability of ICE or CBP agents to pose as local police officers is a flaw 
in our system and instead of keeping our communities safe, this practice fuels fear, undermines trust and 
ultimately further marginalizes our immigrant neighbors.

The Resolution therefore supports H.R. 2073 because law enforcement practices that are more 
transparent to everyone can encourage more interaction with local police and increase safety for all.

BACKGROUND
On April 6, 2017, Congresswoman Velasquez introduced H.R. 2073, to prohibit immigration officers or 
agents of the Department of Homeland Security from wearing clothing or other items bearing the word 
“police.”
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In a letter dated February 23, 2017 (Attached), the City of Los Angeles urges the Department of 
Homeland Security Citizen and Immigration Services to immediately cease the practice by DHS agents 
to identify themselves as “police” officers “in the course of immigration investigations and 
enforcement.

The letter notes that for forty years, the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) and the City Attorney’s 
Office have worked to gain the trust, respect and cooperation of City residents, 
confidence makes all of Los Angeles safer, encouraging witnesses and victims of crime to come forward 
irrespective of their immigration status.”

This hard-won

The letter notes that when ICE agents targeting immigrants identify themselves only as “police” officers, 
they undermine decades of this work, eroding public safety in the City. In Los Angeles, the term 
“police” is synonymous with the Los Angeles Police Department, so for ICE agents to represent 
themselves as police misleads the public into believing they are interacting with LAPD. Council 
adoption of this resolution would be consistent with the City’s sentiment to protect the rights of 
individuals targeted by ICE.

BILL STATUS
H.R. 2073 Introduced and referred to House Committee on the Judiciary.April 6, 2017

Felipe Valladolid Chavez 
Legislative Analyst
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Resolution (Cedillo-Martinez)
H.R. 2073
City of Los Angeles Letter to DHS

1)Attachment:
2)
3)

Letter from City of Los Angeles Officials addressed to the Department of Homeland Security.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body 
or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, since the beginning of the current Administration tension has escalated 
between immigrant communities and federal immigration enforcement agencies, such as 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Patrol (CBP), due to a 
policy emphasis of detaining and deporting undocumented immigrants; and

WHEREAS* there is media evidence of immigration enforcement officers identifying 
themselves as “police” while they conduct raids or question individuals as part of their 
enforcement duties; and

WHEREAS, the anxiety of immigrants of being detained and deported is deterring their 
ability to engage any law enforcement officer for fear they may be an agent of ICE or CBP; and

WHEREAS, the conspicuous identification of ICE or CBP agents as “police” can 
compromise the public’s ability to distinguish between local and federal officers; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in Congress is a bill, H.R. 2073, to amend section 287 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, to prohibit immigration officers or agents of the Department 
of Homeland Security from wearing clothing or other items bearing the word “police”; and

WHEREAS, the ability of ICE or CBP agents to pose as local police officers is a flaw in our 
system, and instead of keeping our communities safe, this practice fuels fear, undermines trust 
and ultimately further marginalizes our immigrant neighbors; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles should support H.R. 2073 because law enforcement 
practices that are more transparent to everyone can encourage more interaction with local police 
and increase safety for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 Federal 
Legislation Program SUPPORT for H.R. 2073 to amend section 287 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to prohibit immigration officers or agents of the Department of Homeland Security 
from wearing clothing or other items bearing the word “police.”

PRESENTED BY:
IRT A. CEDILLO 
lilmember, 1st District
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session H. R. 2073

To amend section 287 of the Immigration and Nationality Act to prohibit 
immigration officers or agents of the Department of Homeland Security 
from wearing clothing or other items bearing the word “police”.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
April 6, 2017

Ms. Velazquez (for herself, Mr. Vargas, Mr. Gutierrez, Ms. Jayapal, Mr. 
Gallego, Mr. Espaillat, Mr. Grijalva, Ms. Bonamici, Ms. Lee, Mr. 
Veasey, Mr. McGovern, Mr. Correa, Ms. Moore, Mrs. Torres, Ms. 
Michelle Lujan Grisham of New Mexico, Mrs. Carolyn B. Maloney 
of New York, and Mr. Serrano) introduced the following bill; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL
To amend section 287 of the Immigration and Nationality 

Act to prohibit immigration officers or agents of the 
Department of Homeland Security from wearing clothing 
or other items bearing the word “police”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

1



2
1 SECTION 1. LIMITATION ON IMMIGRATION OFFICER UNI-

2 FORMS.

Section 287 of the Immigration and Nationality Act

4 (8 U.S.C. 1357) is amended by adding at the end the fol-

5 lowing:

3

(i) Immigration officers or agents of the Depart-

7 ment of Homeland Security, including officers and agents

8 of IJ.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and U.S.

9 Customs and Border Protection, shall not wear any cloth-

10 ing, accessories, or other items on their person bearing

11 the word ‘police’ while performing duties under the immi-

12 gration laws.”.
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February 23, 2017

Susan M. Curda 
District Director
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
300 N. Los Angeles Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Ms. Curda:

According to a Los Angeles Times report, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents operating in 
Los Angeles have identified themselves as “police” officers in the course of immigration investigations and 
enforcement. The purpose of this letter is to urge in the strongest possible terms that ICE immediately cease 
this practice in our city.

For forty years, the Los Angeles Police Department and the Los Angeles City Attorney's office have worked to 
gain the trust, respect and cooperation of all our city's residents. This hard-won confidence makes all of Los 
Angeles safer, encouraging witnesses and victims of crime to come forward irrespective of their immigration 
status. Indeed, the LAPD manual states that participation by undocumented residents in police activities 
serves to "increase the Department's ability to protect and serve the entire community." The same holds true 
for interactions between undocumented residents and the City Attorney's prosecutors.

As a result, when ICE agents targeting immigrants identify themselves only as "police" officers, they 
undermine decades of this work, eroding public safety in our city. In Los Angeles, the term "police" is 
synonymous with the Los Angeles Police Department, so for ICE agents to represent themselves as police 
misleads the public into believing they are interacting with LAPD. This is especially corrosive given that to 
advance public safety, LAPD does not initiate police action with the objective of determining a person’s 
immigration status.

In sum, decades of experience by LAPD and City Attorney prosecutors demonstrate the city we serve will be 
less safe if any member of our large and diverse immigrant population is driven underground, dissuaded from 
providing valuable information and cooperation because they fear contact with our own police force.

Especially in these turbulent and uncertain times, we urge that ICE agents operating in Los Angeles 
immediately stop representing they are “police” officers. .

Thank you.

Sincerely,

K t W/LLL
77

Herb J. Wesson
President, Los Angeles City Council

Eric Garcetti Mike Feuer 
City AttorneyMayor

Cc: John F. Kelly, Secretary, Department of Homeland Security


