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AB 25 (Nazarian) “Modified Tour Buses'SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Ryu - O’Farrell) to include in the City’s 2017-18 
State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 25 (Nazarian) that would require State inspection and 
certification of modified tour buses, as well as provide authorization for local authority oversight and 
regulation of these vehicles.

SUMMARY
Existing law requires charter-party carriers of passengers, such as tour buses, to obtain operating 
permits from the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and register with the CPUC. These 
vehicles must also undergo annual inspections by the California Highway Patrol (CHP) to ensure that 
the buses are properly maintained. Existing law also requires an operator of a tour bus to use a safety 
belt.

Many tour buses in Los Angeles operate with significant structural modifications. It is common to 
see tour companies transporting tourists with vehicles that have no roof, which often requires the 
adjustment and/or removal of safety devices, such as seat belts and frame rails. Based on a local 
news investigation in Los Angeles in late 2016, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) submitted letters to tour bus operators with modified buses highlighting the NHTSA’s 
concern for the passengers and employees and urging the companies to discontinue the use of these 
vehicles.

On December 5, 2016, Assembly Member Nazarian introduced AB 25, subsequently amended on 
March 21,2017, that would require the CHP to develop and implement a mandatory inspection and 
certification program for modified tour buses. This legislation would require a modified tour bus to 
be equipped with passenger seatbelts and that the passengers wear seat belts at all times while the 
bus is in operation. The bill would also prohibit the removal or modification of seatbelts or other 
safety equipment. ■

Additionally, AB 25 would authorize local authorities to adopt rules and regulations to restrict the 
streets upon which a modified tour bus may operate, prohibit the use of loudspeakers or public 
address systems, require the use of headphones or similar devices by passengers, and extend to a city 
attorney, the ability to recommend to the CPUC that a carrier’s operating authority be suspended, 
denied or revoked. Lastly, the bill would also extend to the Attorney General, district attorney, and 
city attorney, as applicable, the same ability granted to the CHP to recommend to the CPUC that a 
carrier’s operating authority be suspended, denied or revoked for consistent noncompliance with



vehicle code and regulations.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, existing law requires tour buses to obtain an operating permit from the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and undergo annual inspections by the California 
Highway Patrol (CHP); and

WHEREAS, some tour buses, particularly in Los Angeles, operate with significant structural 
modifications, such as the removal of roofs, seat belts, and frame rails; and

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2016, Assembly Member Nazarian introduced AB 25, 
subsequently amended on March 21, 2017, that would require the CHP to develop and implement 
a mandatory inspection and certification program for modified tour buses; and

WHEREAS, AB 25 would also authorize local authorities to adopt rules and regulations to 
restrict the streets upon which a modified tour bus may operate, prohibit the use of loudspeakers or 
public address systems, require the use of headphones or similar devices by passengers, and extend 
to a city attorney, the ability to recoimpend to the CPUC that a carrier’s operating authority be 
suspended, denied or revoked; and

WHEREAS, there are a host of safety concerns with modified tour buses and it is critical that 
the State and local jurisdictions receive authorization to regulate the operation of these vehicles;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-18 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 25 (Nazarian) that would require State inspection and 
certification of modified tour buses, as well as to authorize local authority oversight and regulation 
of these vehicles.
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