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DATE: October 10, 2017

Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations 
Committee

TO:

Council File No: 17-0002-S105 
Assignment No. 17-08-0840

Sharon M. Tsi 
Chief Legislative Analyst

FROM:

Resolution (Cedillo - Wesson) to SUPPORT H.R. 3440, the Dream Act of 2017.SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt Resolution (Cedillo - Wesson) to include in the City’s 2017-2018 Federal Legislative 
Program, SUPPORT for H.R. 3440, the Dream Act of 2017, which would allow U.S. raised 
immigrant youth to earn lawful permanent residence and American citizenship, if in compliance 
with various conditions.

SUMMARY

The Resolution (Cedillo - Wesson), introduced August 15, 2017, resolves to include in the City’s 
Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for the Dream Act of 2017, H.R. 3440, a bipartisan bill, 
to allow certain U.S. raised immigrant youth the opportunity for permanent residence and 
American citizenship. The Obama administration signed the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) into law in 2012. DACA allows the beneficiaries to work and attend school. 
The Resolution states that a number of state Attorneys General are leading an effort to pressure 
the Trump Administration to end the DACA program. The Resolution also states that the City of 
Los Angeles should support H.R. 3440, the Dream Act of 2017 because it will benefit individuals 
that are already contributing to our local economic growth.

BACKGROUND

If approved, the City’s legislative program would reflect support for H.R. 3440, the Dream Act 
of 2017. The legislation applies to a specific classification of immigrants known as Dreamers, 
individuals who have only lived in America from a very young age and know of no other country 
to call their home. The bill would allow Dreamers a path to citizenship if they have been 
continuously present in the United States for four years before enactment of the bill, they were 
younger than 18 years of age when initially brought into the country, and have graduated from 
high school or earned a GED. Other conditions considered in granting permanent residence are 
that they must be in pursuit of a higher education degree, work lawfully for three years or serve



in the military, and have not committed a felony or are not considered a threat to the United 
States.

The bill grants the Secretary of Homeland Security the authority to cancel the removal of, and 
the ability to adjust the alien status of a lawfully admitted individual for permanent residence on 
a conditional basis, as well as for an alien who is inadmissible or deportable from the United 
States, if compliance with the listed conditions is met. The bill also allows the Secretary the 
authority to require payment of a reasonable fee that is commensurate with the cost of processing 
the application. The legislation is presented as a bipartisan bill of both houses of the Congress.

BILL STATUS

9/6/17
7/26/2017

Referred to Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security
Referred to Committee on the Judiciary and Committee on Education and
Workforce.
Introduced in House7/26/17

Blayne Sutton-Wills 
Analyst
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1. Resolution
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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal 
governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the 
City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, since 2012 when President Obama signed the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) into law, the program allowed countless youth to begin living their lives in the 
open with peace; and

WHEREAS, the beneficiaries of the DACA law known as Dreamers, can work, go to 
school, and give back to their communities in the open without fear of deportation; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Attorney General is leading a nine-state effort to sue the Federal 
government if the Trump Administration does not agree to end the DACA program by 
September 5, 2017; and

WHEREAS, the Dream Act of 2017 is a bipartisan and bicameral bill to allow certain U.S. 
raised immigrant youth to earn lawful permanent residence and American citizenship; and

WHEREAS, the bill has also been introduced in the U.S. Senate to address in a 
meaningful way the issues of undocumented childhood arrivals; and

WHEREAS, the Dream Act of 2017 (HR 3440) will allow young people to earn lawful 
permanent residence if they are a longtime resident that arrived as children, graduate from high 
school or earn a GED, pursue higher education, work lawfully for three years or serve in the 
military, and have not committed a felony or other serious crime and do not pose a threat to the 
country; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles should support H.R. 3440, the Dream Act of 2017, 
because these individuals are already contributing to our local economic growth by using their 
talent and skills to be teachers, nurses, engineers, and business owners to make Los Angeles 
shine even brighter.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 Federal 
Legislation Program SUPPORT for H.R. 3440 to allow certain U.S. raised immigrant youth to 
earn lawful permanent residence and American citizenship.

PRESENTED BY;
T A. CEDILLO 

Councilmember, 13T District
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