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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to 
legislation, rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or 
federal governmental body or agency must first have been adopted in the form of a 
Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, just 8 percent of former foster youth have earned an Associate’s 
Degree or higher by age 26; in contrast, 47 percent of non-foster youth eventually earn a 
degree; and

WHEREAS, many foster youth are unable to access financial aid programs that 
make college more affordable; and

WHEREAS, a study of foster youth who attended community college in California 
found that just 50 percent received the federal Pell grant despite the fact that approximately 
85 percent of foster youth are eligible to receive a Pell grant; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in the Legislature, is SB 12 (Beall) which would 
enact various changes to State law to increase the number of foster youth who enroll in 
college; and

WHEREAS, SB 12 would direct county child welfare agencies to assist students 
during the financial aid application process; and

WHEREAS, SB 12 would also authorize the California Community College system 
to double the number of on-campus support programs from 10 community college districts 
to 20 community college districts; and

WHEREAS, we must do everything we can to ensure that foster youth are given 
the resources they need to access the State’s higher education system, and SB 12 would 
accomplish this goal by connecting foster youth with critical financial support programs;
and

WHEREAS, SB 12 is consistent with the City’s existing youth workforce 
development programs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that 
by adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-18 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for SB 12 (Beall), which would make various changes to 
State law to increase and facilitate foster youth and non-minor dependent access to 
postsecondary education.
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