
RULES, ELECTIONS INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or policies 
proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must first have been adopted in the 
form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, global climate change and its devastating physical and financial impacts have been increasing more rapidly 
than anyone expected, including as a serious risk to the City; and

WHEREAS, Governor Brown has expressed the State’s intention to exceed goals set by the Paris Accords; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Garcetti’s Sustainable City pLAn aims to improve the greenhouse gas efficiency of the City’s economy by 
55% from 2010 levels by 2025; and

WHEREAS, the negative impact of methane as a greenhouse gas is more than 25 times greater than carbon dioxide and the 
cattle industry is responsible for 39% of methane released into the atmosphere; and

WHEREAS, the cattle industry is one of the leading causes of global deforestation, a significant driver of climate change; and

WHEREAS, the expansion and maintenance of the cattle industry are not responsible land-use practices considering global 
food security needs - according to the United Nations, almost a third of the land on Earth is used to produce meat and animal 
products; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order B-37-16 aims to make water conservation in the State a way of life; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor’s Sustainable City pLAn aims to reduce per capita water use by 22.5% by 2025; and

WHEREAS, the average American consumes approximately 102,600 gallons of water from annual beef consumption alone - 
studies conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey estimate it takes approximately 1800 gallons of water to produce one pound 
of beef; and

WHEREAS, a State bill has been introduced, AB-243 (Cooper), which would create a California Beef Commission with an 
aim to “promote, maintain, and enhance the California cattle industry and the production of beef and beef products;” and

WHEREAS, in contradiction to Chapter 2.5, Section 65001 of Article 1 of the proposed California Beef Commission Law, 
there is sound scientific evidence and research showing that beef is not an indispensable part of the human diet and numerous 
studies have shown that excessive beef consumption can actually negatively impact health; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of AB-243 would directly contradict the City and State’s efforts to fight climate change, promote 
public health and conserve water.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, the City of 
Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 State Legislative Program OPPOSITION to Assembly Bill 243 (Cooper) which 
would further expand the problematic cattle industry business practices.

SECONDED BY:P TED BY:

PAUL KORETZ 
Councilmember, 5th District rwgp
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