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Resolution (Koretz - Bonin - Martinez) to Oppose AB 243 (Cooper)SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Koretz - Bonin - Martinez) to include in the City’s 
2017-2018 State Legislative Program OPPOSITION to AB 243 (Cooper) which would create a 
California Beef Commission with the aim to promote, maintain, and enhance the California cattle 
industry and the production of beef and beef products.

SUMMARY
The Resolution states that AB 243 (Cooper) would directly contradict the City and State’s efforts 
to fight climate change, promote public health and conserve water. The Resolution states that the 
establishment of a California Beef Commission would serve to undermine the success of these 
efforts.

The Resolution states that the cattle industry is responsible for 39 percent of methane released into 
the atmosphere and is a leading cause of global deforestation. Supporting the cattle industry would 
amplify its negative environmental impacts, exacerbating the current situation regarding climate 
change. The Resolution states that the State intends to exceed goals set by the Paris Climate Accord 
and that Mayor Garcetti’s Sustainable City pLAn aims to improve the greenhouse gas efficiency of 
the City’s economy by 55 percent from 2010 levels by 2025. Achieving sustainability goals set forth 
by the State and the City, would become increasingly difficult with the creation of a commission 
seeking to promote, maintain, and enhance the California cattle industry and the production of beef 
and beef products.

Regarding public health, the Resolution states that sound scientific evidence and research has shown 
that an increase in beef consumption could pose public health issues in part as a result of the 
aforementioned negative environmental impacts of the cattle industry. AB 243 does not mention 
scientific studies that have shown that excessive beef consumption can negatively impact a person’s 
health.

Regarding water conservation, the Resolution states that the average American consumes 
approximately 102,600 gallons of water from annual beef consumption alone. The City and State 
have shown a commitment to reducing water usage in California. The expansion of the California 
cattle industry would increase water consumption in an industry that is already responsible for a large



volume of water consumption.

The Resolution seeks an official position of the City to oppose the bill.

BACKGROUND
The California cattle industry poses serious climate, water, and health concerns for the State and the 
City. AB 243 proposes the creation of a California Beef Commission that would augment and 
support the work conducted by the California Beef Council. The proposed California Beef 
Commission would not, however, be subject to the existing regulations governing the activities of 
the existing California Beef Council.

One of the stated purposes of the proposed Commission would be to present facts to and negotiate 
with local, state, federal, and foreign agencies on matters that affect the California cattle industry and 
the production of beef and beef products, as well as to educate those effecting policy likely to impact 
California cattle producers or beef and beef products. This would allow the Commission to 
circumvent the lobbying restriction in place for the already existing Beef Council. This loosening 
of regulations through the creation of a Beef Commission could therefore exacerbate various 
problems that the cattle industry creates for the City and State.

Governor Brown has indicated that the State intends to exceed goals set by the Paris Climate Accord. 
One particularly relevant goal is a reduction in methane emissions. The Resolution states that the 
cattle industry is responsible for 39 percent of methane released into the atmosphere. The creation 
of a California Beef Commission, which aims to further the goals of the California cattle industry 
with fewer regulations than the already existing California Beef Council, may have a negative impact 
on reductions in methane emissions.

AB 243 states that the production, processing, manufacture, and distribution of beef and beef 
products constitute a paramount industry of this State that not only provides substantial revenues for 
the State but also furnishes essential foods that are vital to the public health and welfare. AB 243 
does not mention scientific studies that have shown that excessive beef consumption can negatively 
impact a person’s health.

The Governor’s Executive Order B-37-16, states that improving water use efficiency within the 
State’s communities and agricultural production is a major goal. The adoption of AB 243, which 
seeks to create a Commission to expand the California cattle industry, may hamper efforts to achieve 
water conservation goals set out in the Executive Order.

The creation of a California Beef Commission would pose difficulties for the City and State’s efforts 
to fight climate change, promote public health, and conserve water.

BILL STATUS
Referred to Committees on Agriculture and Judiciary.
From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-refer to 
committee. Read second time, amended, and re-referred to Committee on 
Agriculture.
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From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Committee on Judiciary. (Ayes 5. 
Noes 0.) (June 20). Re-referred to Committee on Judiciary.
From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-refer to 
committee. Read second time, amended, and re-referred to Committee on 
Judiciary.
In committee: Set, first hearing. Hearing canceled at the request of author.
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07/11/17
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