
RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, on September 7, 2017, Equifax announced that hackers had stolen sensitive 
personal information - including Social Security numbers - for as many as 143 million Americans;
and

WHEREAS, this attack highlighted that credit reporting agencies hold vast amounts of data 
on millions of Americans and lack the adequate safeguards against hackers; and

WHEREAS, this attack also highlighted another critical fact: credit reporting agencies make 
billions of dollars collecting and selling information about consumers, but consumers have little 
ability to control how their information is collected, used and secured by these agencies; and

WHEREAS, on September 15,2017, Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) and Senator Brian 
Schatz (D-Hawaii) introduced the Freedom from Equifax Exploitation (FREE) Act to give control 
over credit and personal information back to consumers; and

WHEREAS, the FREE Act starts to address credit reporting problems by giving consumers 
more control over their personal financial data and more tools to protect themselves in the wake of 
the Equifax data breach; and

WHEREAS, the FREE Act empowers consumers by:
• Creating a uniform, federal process for obtaining and lifting a credit freeze.
• Requiring credit reporting agencies to allow consumers to impose, temporarily lift, 

or permanently remove a credit freeze for free.
• Preventing the credit reporting agencies from profiting off the use of consumers’ 

information for the duration of the freeze.
• Enhancing fraud alert protections.
• Allowing consumers to get a refund on any fees credit reporting agencies charged 

them to impose a credit freeze in the wake of the Equifax breach.
• Providing the opportunity for consumers to get an additional free credit report.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for the Freedom from Equifax Exploitation (FREE) Act which 
provides heightened control by consumers over their credit and personal information collected by 
credit agencies.
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