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FROM:

Resolution (Cedillo-Wesson) to SUPPORT extension of the TPS ProgramSUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Cedillo-Wesson) to include in the City’s 2017
18 Federal Legislative Program, SUPPORT for any legislative or administrative action that 
would extend the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) program.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Cedillo-Wesson), introduced October 13, 2017, requests the Trump administration to 
extend the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) program for all foreign citizens covered by this 
program. According to the Resolution, an estimated 430,000 individuals originating from over 
10 countries are covered under the TPS program and are contributing to the cultural fabric and 
economic output of the City. The Resolution notes that the TPS program allows individuals to 
work, open bank accounts, receive driver’s licenses and live as law-abiding, contributing 
residents without fear of deportation or harassment by law enforcement agencies. The Resolution 
also notes that any TPS program extension needs to be announced 60 days before the expiration 
date of the program. Lastly, the Resolution states that if TPS is not extended it will cause 
thousands to lose their jobs and return to some of the most troubled countries on earth or face 
deportation. The Resolution therefore requests that the City support legislative or administrative 
action that would extend the TPS program.

BACKGROUND
According to the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security may designate a foreign country for TPS due to conditions in the country 
temporarily preventing the country’s nationals from returning safely, or in certain circumstances, 
where the country is unable to handle the return of its nationals adequately. Among the most 
common reasons for countries being designated for TPS include an ongoing armed conflict such 
as a civil war or an environmental disaster.

Although TPS is a temporary benefit that does not lead to lawful permanent resident status or 
provide any other legal immigration status, recipients are allowed to apply for nonimmigrant 
status, filing for an adjustment of status based on an immigrant petition, and applying for any 
other immigration benefit the individual may be eligible. There are currently 10 countries that 
are currently designated for TPS: El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, Nicaragua, Somalia,



Sudan, South Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. Once an individual is granted TPS, they must re-register 
during each re-registration period to maintain TPS benefits.
The eligibility requirements according to USCIS for TPS are as follows:

• The individual is a national of a country designated for TPS, or a person without 
nationality who last habitually resided in the designated country;

• The individual has filed during the open initiation registration or re-registration period, or 
meet the requirements for late initial filing during any extension of a country’s TPS 
designation;

• The individual has been continuously physically present (CPP) in the US since the 
effective date of the most recent designation date of their country; and

• The individual has been continuously residing (CR) in the US since the date specified for 
the Country of origin. The law allows an exception to the continuous physical presence 
and continuous residence requirements for brief, casual and innocent departments from 
the US.

On November 6, 2017, the Trump administration announced it would extend TPS for Hondurans 
and end it for Nicaraguans.

Henry Flatt 
Analyst

Attachment: 1. Resolution (Cedillo-Wesson)
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council 
with the occurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles is home to many residents originating from 
countries currently experiencing environmental catastrophe, an ongoing armed conflict, or 
another extraordinary temporary condition; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 430,000 individuals originating from over 10 countries are 
covered under the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) immigration program and are contributing 
to the cultural fabric and economic output of the City because of the aforementioned safety 
concerns regarding their country of origin; and

WHEREAS, TPS allows individuals to work, open bank accounts, receive driver’s 
licenses and live as law-abiding, contributing residents in the United States without fear of 
deportation or harassment by law enforcement agencies; and

WHEREAS, the extension of TPS needs to be announced 60 days before the expiration 
date of the program and at this moment the indications are that it will not be extended by the 
current administration; and

WHEREAS, if TPS is not extended it will cause thousands to lose their jobs and return to 
some of the most troubled countries on earth or face deportation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-18 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislative or administrative action that would extend the 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) program in order to avoid more suffering and hardship 
amongst TPS holders and their families.
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