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Transformative Climate Communities.SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Buscaino-Harris-Dawson-Martinez-Price- 
Rodriguez-Wesson) to include in the City’s 2017-2018 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for 
grant-oriented funding at continued or increased levels under the Transformative Climate 
Communities program to address needs in disadvantaged communities throughout the State.

SUMMARY
The Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) program is administered by the Strategic Growth 
Council (SGC) to fund the development and implementation of neighborhood-level transformative 
climate community plans for disadvantaged communities. The TCC program seeks to support 
projects that maximize climate, public health, environmental, workforce, and economic benefits. 
This program funds implementation grants and planning grants. The SGC will award 
approximately $140 million in competitive funding through the implementation grants for the 
implementation of neighborhood-level plans that include multiple, coordinated projects that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and achieve other community benefits.

The Resolution recommends that the City support grant-oriented funding at continued or increased 
levels under the Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) program to address needs in 
disadvantaged communities throughout the State.

BACKGROUND
The Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) program is one of nineteen State programs 
administered by fourteen State agencies, funded by Cap and Trade auctions. These programs, 
which first received appropriations in Fiscal Year 2013-2014, are collectively referred to as 
California Climate Investments (CCI). The TCC program is a new addition to CCI, and received 
its first appropriations for FY 2017-2018. The revenues from the Cap and Trade auctions are 
deposited into the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF). These programs exist to help the 
State meet the goals of AB 32 (Nunez), known as the California Global Warming Solutions Act 
of 2006 (Act). The Act is a multi-year program to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in 
California to 1990 levels by 2020.

Passed in 2012, SB 535 (de Leon) requires that at least 25 percent of the available moneys in the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund to projects that provide benefits to disadvantaged communities. 
AB 1550 (Gomez), passed in 2016, specifies that an additional 10 percent of project funds benefit



low-income households within a one-half mile radius of a disadvantaged community. This includes 
Cap and Trade auction proceeds, which fund the California Climate Investment initiative programs, 
such as the TCC.

Communities are designated as disadvantaged by the California Communities Environmental 
Health Screening Tool (CalEnviroScreen). CalEnviroScreen is a composite metric using four 
components to determine whether a given community is disadvantaged. These components include 
exposures, environmental effects, sensitive populations, and socioeconomic factors. Each of these 
have several quantitative sub-components which are used to quantify how a given population is 
impacted. Much of the City is designated as disadvantaged. The TCC program guidelines specify 
that 100 percent of its funds are required to benefit disadvantaged communities, with at least 51 
percent of its funds benefiting the top 5 percent of disadvantaged communities, as designated by 
CalEnviroScreen.

For FY 2017-2018, three implementation grants are to be funded by the SGC through the TCC 
program, using the GGRF. This is the first year that GGRF funds have been appropriated for the 
TCC program. For FY 2017-2018, one-half of the funds will be allocated for a project in the City 
of Fresno and one-fourth of the funds will be allocated for a project in the City of Los Angeles. 
The City has served as an applicant on several project proposals seeking TCC funding; one of 
these projects will receive funding after a competitive application process. The projects that the 
City is serving as a co-applicant for include: greening, active transportation, low-carbon 
transportation, energy retrofits, and affordable housing projects in Watts; an active transportation 
corridor to connect South Los Angeles to existing and planned rail stations; and a project in the 
Northeast San Fernando Valley focused on urban greening, mobility, and workforce development.

Continued funding for the TCC program would allow the City, along with other localities in the 
State, to continue to accelerate GHG emission reductions and uplift the State’s most disadvantaged 
communities.
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RULES, ELECTIONS, IHTERGOVERMMEMTAL RELAt IOWS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal 
governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution 
by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) Program is administered 
by the Strategic Growth Council (SGC) to fund the development and implementation of 
neighborhood-ievel transformative climate community plans for disadvantaged 
communities; and |

WHEREAS, the TCC Program seeks to support projects that maximize climate, public 
health, environmental, workforce, and economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the TCC Program considers whether eligible plans and projects avoid 
economic displacement of low-income disadvantaged community residents and 
businesses; and

WHEREAS, the SGC shall award grants for projects that demonstrate community 
engagement in all phases; and

WHEREAS, the TCC Program seeks to fund two types of grants - Implementation 
Grants and Planning Grants; the SGC will award approximately $140 million in 
competitive funding through the Implementation Grants for the implementation of 
neighborhood-level plans that include multiple, coordinated projects that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and achieve other community benefits; and

WHEREAS, three implementation grants will be funded through the California Climate 
Investment program using Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funds; and a minimum of half of 
the funds shall be allocated in the City of Fresno and a minimum of one-fourth of the j 
funds shall be allocated in the City of Los Angeles;

WHEREAS, The Program establishes a new framework for achieving California’s 
climate goals by concentrating significant resources to accelerate local greenhouse gas 
emission reductions and uplift the State’s most disadvantaged communities.;

WHEREAS, the City has various implementation proposals that seek to obtain a TCC 
Program grant award, with current program guidelines essentially having several 
deserving neighborhoods within Los Angeles to compete against each other;

WHEREAS, the State should recognize the significance of the TCC Program and 
provide future funding to support additional project areas with demonstrated need;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles includes in its 2017-2018 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for grant-oriented funding at continued or increased 
levels under the Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) Program to address needs 
in disadvantaged communities throughout the State. ;
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