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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or policies 
proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the 
form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, “net neutrality,” also known as “Internet freedom” or “open Internet,” is the principle that all traffic 
on the Internet should be treated equally and that Internet service providers (ISPs) cannot favor their own content over a 
competitor’s; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) established rules in 2015 to protect net neutrality 
and the public’s ability to go where you want when you want online; and

WHEREAS, the net neutrality rules prevent ISPs from engaging in practices that harm Internet openness, such as: 
(1) blocking access to lawful content, applications, services or non-harmful devices (“blocking”); (2) deliberately targeting 
some lawful Internet traffic to be delivered to users more slowly than other traffic (“throttling”); and (3) favoring some 
Internet traffic in exchange for consideration of any kind and prioritizing the content and services of their affiliates (“paid 
prioritization”); and

WHEREAS, on December 14, 2017, the FCC is expected to vote on a plan titled “Restoring Internet Freedom” 
(Plan), which would dismantle the net neutrality regulations that currently help to protect and maintain open, uninhibited 
access to lawful content online; and

WHEREAS, the Plan would only require that ISPs notify the public when it has blocked legal sites, throttled content, 
or collected fees to prioritize content, instead of clearly prohibiting these activities; and

WHEREAS, the Plan would restore the classification of broadband Internet service as an “information service’ 
rather than as a “utility,” which would make it subject to less regulation and reporting requirements; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Trade Commission, not the FCC, would be tasked with “policing” ISPs to protect 
consumers and promote competition, but those opposed to Plan indicate that this would not be sufficient; and

WHEREAS, the FCC established the current rules to allow for investment and innovation to continue to flourish 
on the Internet and prevent practices that are harmful to its openness; and

WHEREAS, the City should oppose any plan that would completely dismantle the net neutrality rules and put in 
jeopardy the regulations that seek to protect the equality of all content on the Internet;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, 
the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 Federal Legislative Program opposition to any administrative 
action, including the proposed “Restoring Internet Freedom” plan that is anticipated to be voted on by the Federal 
Communications Commission on December 14, 2017, that would eliminate the “net neutrality” rales that prohibit Internet 
service providers from: (1) blocking access to lawful content, applications, services or non-hannful devices (“blocking”); 
(2) deliberately targeting some lawful Internet traffic to be delivered to users more slowly than other traffic (“throttling); 
and (3) favoring some Internet traffic in exchange for consideration of any kind and prioritizing the content and services of 
their affiliates (“paid prioritization”).
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