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Resolution (Bonin-Ryu) to SUPPORT and/or SPONSOR legislation and/or administrative action 
concerning autonomous vehicles

SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE the attached Resolution to include SUPPORT and/or 
SPONSORSHIP of legislation and/or administrative action in the City’s 2017-2018 State Legislative Program 
and 2017-2018 Federal Legislative Program that would prioritize various policies relative to autonomous 
vehicles.

SUMMARY
The Resolution (Bonin-Ryu), introduced on January 24, 2016, states that autonomous vehicles have the 
potential to dramatically change the future of transportation and mobility by minimizing human error and 
improving traffic congestion, environmental issues, equity, and accessibility. It also states that the reality of 
autonomous vehicles on our roadways is imminent and the City should take an active role in the development of 
federal and state regulations addressing autonomous vehicles.

The Resolution seeks support and/or sponsorship of legislation and/or administrative action that would 
prioritize the following policies relative to autonomous vehicles: local government access to data, such as 
accidents and unplanned disengagements generated by these vehicles; the need for standardized operating plans 
for law enforcement personnel; development and deployment of uniform signage and signaling; equitable 
regulation of all shared use vehicles, including transit and freight vehicles; creation of licensing requirements to 
individuals with varying levels of mobility and disability; and retention of local assets such as parking and 
network pricing, by local jurisdictions.

BACKGROUND
Development and testing of autonomous vehicles has progressed rapidly over the last several years. State 
legislatures have struggled to keep pace with the advances in this technology, with the number of states 
considering legislation related to autonomous vehicles steadily increasing since 2012. As of December 2016, 
only nine states - California, Florida, Louisiana, Michigan, Nevada, North Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, and 
Virginia - and the District of Columbia had enacted legislation concerning autonomous vehicles. Additionally, 
the governors of two states have issued executive orders concerning autonomous vehicles. The New York Times 
recently noted that a study conducted by the National League of Cities revealed only six percent of the nation’s 
most populous cities have accounted for autonomous vehicles in their long-term planning.

California currently has two statutes addressing autonomous vehicles. AB 1592 (2016) authorizes the Contra 
Costa County Transportation Authority to conduct a pilot project for testing autonomous vehicles. SB 1298, 
enacted in 2012, requires the Department of the California Highway Patrol to adopt safety standards and 
performance requirements to ensure the safe operation of autonomous vehicles. Pursuant to SB 1298, the 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) developed two sets of regulations.



In 2014, the DMV approved regulations governing the testing of autonomous vehicles. The DMV is currently 
working on draft deployment regulations. Public hearings were held throughout 2016 and revised draft 
deployment regulations were released on September 30, 2016. The DMV has indicated that “[t]he revised draft 
regulations continue to ensure that the safety of the motoring public remains the DMV’s top priority and 
recognizes the potential of autonomous technology to improve safety, enhance mobility and encourage 
innovation.” According to reports released with the California DMV in 2016 documenting the number of times 
human drivers were forced to take control of the autonomous vehicles, at least eleven companies, including 
Google, Tesla, and Volkswagen, are testing autonomous vehicles on California roads.

At the federal level, the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) released the Federal Automated 
Vehicles Policy in September 2016. The policy focuses on the task of facilitating the safe introduction and 
deployment of autonomous vehicles. The policy clearly articulates that states “play an important role in 
facilitating [autonomous vehicles], ensuring they are safely deployed, and promoting their life-saving benefits.” 
Further, the policy confirms that while the National Highway Transportation Safety Administration will 
continue to exercise its regulatory authority over autonomous vehicles, states “retain their traditional 
responsibilities for vehicle licensing and registration, traffic laws and enforcement, and motor vehicle insurance 
and liability regimes.” The policy also notes that pursuant to the federal Highway Safety Act, states are charged 
with reducing traffic crashes and the resulting deaths, injuries, and property damage. Thus, states are 
encouraged to evaluate existing laws to determine whether they contain impediments to the safe testing, 
deployment, and operation of autonomous vehicles. The policy provides a framework for state policies, 
addressing many of the issues listed in the Resolution.

Further, in January 2017 the USDOT announced a new federal committee on automation. This committee is 
chaired by the Chairman and CEO of General Motors and co-chaired by Mayor Garcetti. The USDOT indicates 
the committee will work on pressing relevant matters including “the development and deployment of automated 
vehicles, and determining the needs to the department as it continues with its relevant research, policy, and 
regulations.”

LADOT was contacted regarding this resolution. The Department notes that this is a fast moving issue and it 
supports inclusion of support and/or sponsorship for the noted legislation and/or administrative action in the 
City’s 2017-2018 State and Federal legislative programs.

CONCLUSION
Currently, legislation is not keeping pace with technological advances in vehicle automation. As this technology 
advances, further regulation will be required to address, among other things, values, privacy, and safety issues 
raised by the deployment of autonomous vehicles. Thus, the Council should include support and/or sponsorship 
of legislation and/or administrative action that would prioritize numerous policies relative to autonomous 
vehicles, in the City’s 2017-2018 State Legislative Program and 2017-2018 Federal Legislative Program.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations 
or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must have been 
first adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, autonomous vehicles (AV) have the potential to dramatically change the future of 
transportation and mobility for people by minimizing human error and improving traffic congestion, 
environmental issues, equity, and accessibility; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) has released an Automated 
Vehicles Policy that highlights important areas that manufacturers and entities developing AV systems should 
address as they design, test, and deploy these vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the reality of AV on local roads and freeways is imminent, and the City should support this 
new technology and take an active role in the development of federal and state AV regulations; and

WHEREAS, USDOT recently announced the formation of an advisory committee, co-chaired by Mayor 
Garcetti, that will be focused on automation across a number of modes, including the development and 
deployment of AVs; and

WHEREAS, participation in the advisory committee provides the City an unparalleled Opportunity to 
shape the implementation of AV; and

WHEREAS, in order to protect the interests of residents and foster new mobility technology, the City 
should advocate for the development of AV policy goals in the areas of data sharing, law enforcement interaction 
plans, signage and signaling, types of vehicles, accessibility, and local retention of local assets; and

WHEREAS, federal and state regulations that include these goals will ensure that AV fulfills its great 
potential to transform personal mobility for Los Angeles residents;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that upon the adoption of 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-18 State Legislative Program and 2017-2018 
Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT and/or SPONSORSHIP of legislation and/or administrative action that 
would prioritize the following policies relative to autonomous vehicles: local government access to data, such as 
accidents and unplanned disengagements, generated by these vehicles; the need for standardized operating plans 
for law enforcement personnel; development and deployment of uniform signage and signaling; equitable 
regulation of all shared use vehicles, including transit and freight vehicles; creation of licensing requirements to 
individuals of varying levels of mobility and disability; and retention of local assets, such as parking and network 
pricing, by local jurisdictions,
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Councilmember, 11th District
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