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FROM:

Resolution (Cedillo-Huizar-Martinez-Price-Ryu) to SUPPORT SB 31 (Lara)SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Cedillo-Huizar-Martinez-Price-Ryu) to include 
in the City’s 2017-18 State Legislative Program, SUPPORT for SB 31 (Lara), the California 
Religious Freedom Act, which would prohibit state agencies from disclosing individual religious 
affiliation information to the federal government.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Cedillo-Huizar-Martinez-Price-Ryu), introduced January 27, 2017, supports SB 31, 
which would prohibit state and local law enforcement agencies from collecting personally 
identifiable information on the religious beliefs, practices, or affiliation of any individual, except 
as part of a targeted investigation, or where necessary to provide religious accommodations. The 
Resolution further states that SB 31 would prohibit state agencies from assisting any government 
program compiling a comprehensive religious affiliation database, or from making such 
databases available in connection with an investigation or enforcement under such a program. 
Lastly, the Resolution states that the bill would terminate any existing agreements that make any 
agency or department information or database available in conflict with these provisions. The 
Resolution therefore requests that the City support SB 31.

BACKGROUND
SB 31 was introduced on December 5, 2016, as part of Senator Ricardo Lara’s (D-Bell Gardens) 
“Fight for California” three-bill legislative package. SB 31 states that freedom of religion and 
protection from persecution on the basis of religion are founding ideals of our nation, and that in 
California, cultural heritage and diversity are celebrated. According to Senator Lara’s website, 
SB 31 aims to defend against an unconstitutional Muslim database by prohibiting any state 
agency or department from providing information to the federal government on an individual’s 
religious affiliation if it is to be used for the purposes of compiling a database of individuals 
based solely on religious affiliation.

SB 31 would add to section 8310.3 of the Government Code and prohibit a state or local agency 
or public employee acting under color of law from the following:



• Providing or disclosing to federal government authorities personally identifiable 
information regarding the religious beliefs, practices, or affiliation of any individual for 
the purpose of compiling a list, registry, or database of individuals based on religious 
affiliation, national origin, or ethnicity.

• Using agency money, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel to assist in creation, 
implementation, or enforcement of any government program compiling a list, registry, or 
database of personally identifiable information about individuals based on religious 
belief, practice, or affiliation, or national origin or ethnicity, for law enforcement or 
immigration purposes.

In addition, SB 31 prohibits any local or state law enforcement agency from the following:

• Collecting information on the religious belief, practice, or affiliation of any individual 
except (A) as part of a targeted investigation of an individual based on reasonable 
suspicion to believe that individual has engaged in criminal activity, and when there is a 
clear nexus between the criminal activity and the specific information collected about 
religious belief, practice, or affiliation, or (B) where necessary to provide religious 
accommodations.

• Using agency money, facilities, property, equipment or personnel to investigate, enforce, 
or assist in the investigation or enforcement of any criminal, civil, or administrative 
violation, or warrant for a violation, of any requirement that individuals register with the 
federal government or any federal agency based on religion, national origin, or ethnicity.
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i b f»RESOLUTION '
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 

rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal 
governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the 
City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, Californians overwhelmingly support our values of inclusion and 
diversity, and they will not allow personal data on individual Californians' religious beliefs to 
be used to compile an unconstitutional database; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in the California legislature is a bill, SB-31 (Lara) the 
California Religious Freedom Act, which would prohibit the disclosure to the federal 
government by state agencies the religious affiliation information of any person; and

WHEREAS, existing law prohibits a state agency from including a question regarding 
an applicant's race, sex, marital status, or religion in any application form for employment;
and

WHEREAS, SB-31 would prohibit a state or local agency or a public employee acting 
under color of law from providing or disclosing to the federal government personally 
identifiable information regarding a person’s religious affiliation beliefs, practices, or 
affiliation, when the information is sought for compiling a database of individuals based solely 
on religious affiliation, belief, practice or affiliation, national origin, or ethnicity for law 
enforcement or immigration purposes; and

WHEREAS, this bill would also prohibit a state agency from using agency resources to 
assist with any government program compiling such a database, or from making state databases 
available in connection with an investigation or enforcement under such a program; and

WHEREAS, the bill would prohibit state and local law enforcement agencies from 
collecting personally identifiable information on the religious beliefs, practices, or affiliation of 
any individual, except as part of a targeted investigation, or where necessary to provide 
religious accommodations; and

WHEREAS, the bill would also prohibit law enforcement agencies from using agency 
or department moneys, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel to investigate, enforce, or 
assist in the investigation or enforcement of any criminal, civil, or administrative violation, or 
warrant for a violation, of any requirement that individuals register with the federal 
government or any federal agency based on religion, national origin, or ethnicity; and the bill 
would terminate, to the extent of any conflict, any existing agreements that make any agency 
or department information or database available in conflict with these provisions;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 State 
Legislative Program support for SB-31 (Lara) the California Religious Freedom Act, and any 
other similar legislation, which would prohibit the disclosure to the federal government by 
state agencies the religious affiliation information of any person.
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SB-31 California Religious Freedom Act: state agencies: disclosure of religious affiliation information. (2017-2018)

Li ' Date Published: 01/24/2017 09:00 PMSHARE THIS:
AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 24, 2017

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2017-2018 REGULAR SESSION

SENATE BILL No. 31

Introduced by Senator Lara

December 05, 2016

An act to add Section 8310.3 to the Government Code, relating to state government.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 31, as amended, Lara. State..California Religious Freedom Act: state agencies: disclosure of religious
affiliation information.

Existing law prohibits a state agency from including a question regarding an applicant's race, sex, marital status, 
or religion in any application form for employment.

This bill would prohibit a state or local agency or a public employee acting under color of law from providing or 
disclosing to the federal government personally identifiable information regarding a person's religious affiliation 
beliefs, practices, or affiliation, as specified, when the information is sought for compiling a database of 
individuals based solely on religious affiliation, belief, practice or affiliation, national origin, or ethnicity for law 
enforcement or immigration purposes. The bill would also prohibit a state agency from using agency resources to 
assist with any government program compiling such a database, or from making state databases available in 
connection with an investigation or enforcement under such a program. The bill would prohibit state and local law 
enforcement agencies from collecting personally identifiable information on the religious beliefs, practices, or 
affiliation of any individual, except as part of a targeted investigation, or where necessary to provide religious 
accommodations. The bill would also prohibit law enforcement agencies from using agency or department 
moneys, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel to investigate, enforce, or assist in the investigation or 
enforcement of any criminal, civil, or administrative violation, or warrant for a violation, of any requirement that 
individuals register with the federal government or any federal agency based on religion, national origin, or 
ethnicity. The bill would also terminate, to the extent of any conflict, any existing agreements that make any 
agency or department information or database available in conflict with these provisions.

Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: eeyes Local Program: no

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:



SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(a) In California, we celebrate the rich cultural heritage and diversity of our residents.

(b) Freedom of religion and protection from persecution on the basis of religion is one-of the are founding ideals 
of our nation.

(c) California must uphold the protection of religious freedom enshrined in the United States Constitution for all 
of its people, and the state has a moral obligation to protect its citizens from religious persecution.

(d) Section 4 of Article I of the California Constitution guarantees the free exercise and enjoyment of religion 
without discrimination or preference.

SEC. 2. Section 8310.3 is added to the Government Code, to read:

8310.3. Notwithstanding (a) This section shall be known, and may be cited, as the California Religious Freedom 
Act

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a state or local agency or public employee acting under color of law shall-net 
provide not:

(1) Provide or disclose to federal government 
the religious beliefs, practices, or affiliation of any individual-that ts-request-ed for the purpose of compiling a list, 
registry, or database of individuals based-solely on religious ■affiliation; affiliation, national origin, or ethnicity.

personally identifiable information regarding

(2) Use agency money, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel to assist in creation, implementation, or 
enforcement of any government program compiling a list, registry, or database of personally identifiable 
information about individuals based on religious belief, practice, or affiliation, or national origin or ethnicity, for 
law enforcement or immigration purposes.

(3) Make personally identifiable information from agency databases available, including any databases 
maintained by private vendors contracting with the agency, to anyone or any entity for the purpose of 
investigation or enforcement under any government program compiling a list, registry, or database of individuals 
based on religious belief, practice, or affiliation, or national origin or ethnicity for law enforcement or immigration 
purposes.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, state and local law enforcement agencies shall not:

(1) Collect information on the religious belief, practice, or affiliation of any individual except (A) as part of a 
targeted investigation of an individual based on reasonable suspicion to believe that individual has engaged in 
criminal activity, and when there is a clear nexus between the criminal activity and the specific information 
collected about religious belief, practice, or affiliation, or (B) where necessary to provide religious 
accommodations.

(2) Use agency money, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel to investigate, enforce, or assist in the 
investigation or enforcement of any criminal, civil, or administrative violation, or warrant for a violation, of any 
requirement that individuals register with the federal government or any federal agency based on religion, 
national origin, or ethnicity.

(d) Any agreements in existence on the operative date of this section that make any agency or department 
information or database available in conflict with the terms of this chapter are terminated on that date to the 
extent of the conflict.

(e) Nothing in this section prohibits any state or local agency from sending to, or receiving from, any local, state, 
or federal agency, information regarding an individual's citizenship or immigration status. "Information regarding 
an individual's citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful" for purposes of this section, shall be 
interpreted consistent with Sections 1373 and 1644 of Title 8 of the United States Code.

(f) Nothing in this section is intended to prevent any state or local agency from compiling aggregate 
nonpersonally identifiable information about religious belief, practice, or affiliation, national origin or ethnicity or 
from exchanging it with other local, state, or federal agencies.


