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FROM:

Resolution to SUPPORT H.R. 816 (Calvert) Related to Animal TestingSUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Blumenfield - Koretz - Ryu - Bonin) to 
include in the City’s 2017-18 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for the Federal 
Accountability in Chemical Testing (FACT) Act, H.R. 816 (Calvert), which would improve 
reporting by federal agencies on the status of their efforts to replace inefficient, multi-million- 
dollar animal tests with faster, less costly and more effective alternative methods for assessing 
the safety of chemicals, drugs, foods, cosmetics and other substances.

SUMMARY
In 2000, Congress enacted the Interagency Coordinating Committee on the Validation of 
Alternative Methods Authorization Act of 2000 (ICCVAM). The ICCVAM requires federal 
agencies to replace animal tests with less costly and more effective alternative methods in order 
to assess the safety of foods and other substances.

Currently pending in the United States House of Representatives is H.R. 816, the Federal 
Accountability in Chemical Testing (FACT) Act. In addition to the information already required 
by ICCVAM, H.R. 816 would require federal agencies to submit information on the number of 
animals tested by each agency and for what purpose they are being tested. This measure was 
introduced by Representative Ken Calvert of California.

The Resolution recommends that the City support H.R. 816.

BACKGROUND
The White Coat Waste Project, an animal welfare group, states that the federal government 
expends approximately $15 billion per year in experiments on dogs, cats, monkeys, and other 
animals for various purposes.

Existing law requires federal agencies to minimize animal tests in favor of alternative testing 
methods, such as the use of computer models. Federal agencies are not currently required to 
report on how many animals are used in testing and for what purpose they are being tested.

H.R. 816, introduced on February 2, 2017, would require federal agencies, including the United 
States Agricultural Department, to disclose how many animals are being used in scientific testing 
and for what purpose. According to the author, this bill would help eliminate duplicative and 
inefficient animal tests by requiring the use of alternative methods to assess the safety of foods 
and other substances.



H.R. 816 is consistent with existing City policies and programs which ensure the humane 
treatment of animals.

DEPARTMENT NOTIFIED
Animal Services

BILL STATUS
Introduced
Referred to Subcommittee on Health

02/02/17
02/03/17

jW\T.a)X£
Brian Randol 
Analyst

Resolution 
Text of HR 816

Attachment: 1.
2.

-2-



SW. ElE® 11 HUm. MOSS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence 
of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, on February 2, 2017, Congressman Ken Calvert (CA-42) introduced the Federal 
Accountability in Chemical Testing (FACT) Act, H.R. 816, to improve reporting by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USD A) and other government agencies about animal testing; and

WHEREAS, the 106th Congress previously enacted the Interagency Coordinating Committee on 
the Validation of Alternative Methods (ICCVAM) Authorization Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-545) 
which requires federal agencies to identify and implement less costly and more effective alternative 
methods for assessing the safety of chemicals, drugs, foods, cosmetics and other substances, including 
refinement or replacement of animal testing, where feasible; and

WHEREAS, the ICCVAM requires biennial reporting to ensure that members of Congress 
receive information on federal agencies’ compliance with the Act; and

WHEREAS, HR 816 would further refine the information required by the ICCVAM to require 
federal agencies to also submit details on how many animals were used by each agency and for what tests;
and

WHEREAS, according to the author, a recent review by the non-profit White Coat Waste Project 
found that federal agencies continue to conduct hundreds of animal tests on cosmetics ingredients, foods, 
natural supplements, tobacco products, industrial chemicals, and drugs using mice, rats, rabbits, dogs, 
monkeys, and other animals. As such, it is critical that Congress receive the mandated reports under the 
ICCVAM to ensure that taxpayers are not funding ineffective and cruel animal experiments.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby include in its 2017-2018 Federal Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for the Federal Accountability in Chemical Testing (FACT) Act, H.R. 816 (Calvert), 
which would improve reporting by federal agencies on the status of their efforts to replace inefficient, 
multi-million-dollar animal tests with faster, less costly and more effective alternative methods for 
assessing the safety of chemicals, drugs, foods, cosmetics and other substances.
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115th CONGRESS 
1st Session H.R. 816

To amend the ICCVAM Authorization Act of 2000 to improve reporting 
about animal testing and alternative test method use by Federal agencies, 
and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
February 2, 2017

Mr. Calvert (for himself, Mr. Royce of California, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. 
Bishop of Michigan, Ms. Titus, Ms. McCollum, Mr. Marino, and Ms. 
Roylal-Allaro) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce

A BILL
To amend the ICCVAM Authorization Act of 2000 to im

prove reporting about animal testing and alternative test 
method use by Federal agencies, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Federal Accountability

5 in Chemical Testing Act” or the “FACT Act”.

6 SEC. 2. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS; PROVISION OF INFOR-

1
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7 MATION.

8 (a) Report Contents.
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1 (1) In general.—Paragraph (7) of section 

3(e) of the ICCVAM Authorization Act of 2000 (42 

U.S.C. 2851-3(e)) is amended by inserting before 

the period at the end of the paragraph the following:

to include a description of the progress on the de

velopment, validation, acceptance, and utilization of 

alternative test methods (including animal use data 

by species, number, and test type) for toxicological 

testing conducted, supported, or required by, or sub

mitted to, each Federal agency listed in subsection 

(c) during the reporting period”.

(2) Effective date.—The amendment made 

by paragraph (1) applies with respect to reports that 

are made available to the public on or after the date 

that is 90 days after the date of enactment of this 

Act.
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(b) Provision of Information.—Section 4 of the

18 ICCVAM Authorization Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 2851-4)

19 is amended by adding at the end the following:

(f) Provision of Information.—Each Federal

21 agency carrying out a program described in subsection (a),

22 or its specific regulatory unit or units, shall provide

23 ICCVAM with information needed to carry out this Act.”.
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