
RULES, ELECT® i INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONSRESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rales, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, existing law classifies various felonies as “violent felonies” for purposes of 
various provisions of the California Penal Code; and

WHEREAS, existing law imposes an additional one-year term for a felony and a three year 
term for a violent felony for each prior separate prison term served for a violent felony; and

WHEREAS, California’s definition of violent felony does not include every crime that 
many residents feel should be classified as violent, including some sex crimes; and

WHEREAS, Proposition 57, approved by the voters in November 2016, will overhaul 
criminal sentencing for individuals convicted of a non-violent felony, and allow many non-violent 
felons to leave prison or jail on parole before their sentences are complete; and

WHEREAS, AB 27 (Melendez) would update the definition of violent felony to include 
various sex crimes not currently defined as such in the California Penal Code; and

WHEREAS, AB 27 would ensure individuals who have committed rape or sexual assaults 
are not released early from prison under Proposition 57;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes In its 2017 - 2018 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 27 (Melendez), which would expand the definition of 
“violent crime” in the California Penal Code to include rape, sodomy, penetration with a foreign 
object, or oral copulation, if the victim was unconscious, incapable of giving legal consent because 
of a mental disorder or developmental disability, if the victim submitted to the act under the belief 
that the person committing the act was someone known to the victim other than the accused, or if 
the act was accomplished against the victim’s will by threatening to use the authority of a public 
official.
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MITCHELL ENGLANDER 
Councilmember, 12th District
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