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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, city attorneys of California cities with populations in excess of 750,000 have 
been entrusted to bring enforcement actions under California’s Unfair Competition Law since 1974;
and

WHEREAS, this allows greater opportunity to enforce laws related to unfair competition, 
including any unlawful, unfair, or fraudulent business act or practice and unfair, deceptive, untrue, or 
misleading advertising, such as the recent case of Wells Fargo opening unwanted credit card 
accounts for customers without their signatures; and

WHEREAS, current law, however, provides pre-litigation subpoena power only to the 
Attorney General and district attorneys, not city attorneys; and

WHEREAS, pre-litigation subpoena power is an important and necessary tool that allows 
law enforcement agencies to obtain the information necessary to make more informed litigation 
choices; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 814 (Bloom) would grant cities with a population in excess of 
750,000 with pre-litigation subpoena power; and

WHEREAS, this bill would improve efficiency in law enforcement agencies and benefit the 
already overburdened judicial system by allowing prosecutors to more effectively target the 
information that needs to be reviewed and cases that would be pursued; and

WHEREAS, in a changing national landscape, it is critical that California strengthen its 
regulatory landscape with regard to consumer protection and the ability of city attorneys to more 
effectively and efficiently enforce consumer protection laws;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT of AB 814 (Bloom) to extend pre-litigation subpoena power to city attorneys of 
cities with a population of 750,000 or more.
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