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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or policies 
proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of 
a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, California Vehicle Code Section 22659.5 permits cities and counties to adopt an ordinance declaring 
motor vehicles to be a public nuisance subject to seizure and an impoundment period of up to 30 days when the motor vehicle is 
used in the commission or attempted commission of an act that violates the California Penal Code sections related to 
prostitution, pimping, pandering, and solicitation; and

WHEREAS, California Vehicle Code Section 22659.5 only allows cities and counties to seize or impound vehicles if 
the owner or operator of the vehicle has had a prior conviction for the same offense within the past three years; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles enacted an ordinance, Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 41.70, that is 
substantially similar to the California Vehicle Code Section; and

WHEREAS, in many cases “Johns” or potential “Johns” may not be convicted for their crimes, thus police officers may 
be unable to seize or impound their vehicles despite the fact that they are committing or attempting to commit solicitation of a 
prostitute; and

WHEREAS, pending before the State Assembly is AB 1206 (Bocanegra) that would add and repeal Section 22659.6 to 
authorize the City of Los Angeles to conduct a 24-month pilot program in which law enforcement officers may impound a 
vehicle used in the commission, or attempted commission, of pimping, pandering, or solicitation of prostitution; and

WHEREAS, the bill would require the City, if it elects to implement the pilot program, to take specified actions, 
including, among others, offering a diversion program to prostitutes cited or arrested in the course of the pilot program and;

WHEREAS, this bill authorizes the impoundment of a vehicle only if the individual committing, or attempting to 
commit, a crime under this provision is the sole owner of the vehicle and if the individual is not the sole owner, then the 
owner(s) of the vehicle will be provided with an opportunity to take possession of the vehicle and the City must reimburse the 
individual for the costs associated with towing and impounding the vehicle if he or she is found not guilty of the crime for 
which the vehicle was impounded; and

WHEREAS, AB 1206 would require the City, within 6 months of completing the pilot program, to issue a report that 
would be submitted to the State Legislature that includes the following information: number of individuals cited and/or arrested; 
number of vehicles impounded during the pilot program; and number of minor victims; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of this bill would remain in effect only until January 1, 2022;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, the 
City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 State Legislative Program support of AB 1206 (Bocanegra) that would 
add and repeal California Vehicle Code Section 22659.6 to authorize the City of Los Angeles to conduct a 24-month pilot 
program (the provisions of the bill would remain in effect until January 1, 2022) in which law enforcement officers may 
impound a vehicle used in the commission, or attempted commission, of pimping, pandering, or solicitation of prostitution: 
offer a diversion program to prostitutes cited or arrested in the course of the pilot program; require the City to prepare a repnn 
to the State Legislature with data related to the pilot program within 6 months of completing the program.
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