
CLA MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 6, 2017

Honorable Members Rules, Elections, Intergovernmental Relations 
and Neighborhoods Committee

TO:

Sharon M. Tso
Chief Legislative Analyst

FROM:
Assignment No. 17-01-0009

Resolution to Sponsor Legislation to Provide Census 2020 Program SupportSUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION:
That the City Council, with the concurrence of the Mayor, include in the 2017-2018 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT or SPONSORSHIP of legislation or administrative action to establish a State 
Census 2020 program and include funding in the 2017-2018 State Budget for local and State programs 
that provide technical program support and outreach and education for Census 2020.

SUMMARY:
The U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census of the nation’s population every ten years. The next 
census will occur April 1,2020. The results of this census most significantly affect the distribution 
of billions of dollars in Federal and State funding and the allocation of seats in the House of 
Representatives. Data collected by the Census Bureau affect government and private industry 
decisions such as the siting of housing or retail stores, where to locate job development programs, 
or where population growth requires additional transit program support.

The City of Los Angeles has prioritized Census education and outreach for at least 30 years. Efforts 
in the 1990, 2000, and 2010 censuses sought to ensure that every resident in the City was counted 
by the Census Bureau. An accurate population count helps provide adequate funding and political 
representation to the City.

In preparation for the 2000 census, for example, the City of Los Angeles provided more than $1.5 
million of City funds to conduct extensive planning and preparation leading to the April 1, 2000, 
census count.

In addition, to the outreach and education efforts, City staff from multiple departments have been 
involved in extension technical programs to ensure that Census geographic boundaries were correct 
and that the Census Bureau had a comprehensive list of City addresses. The Census Bureau works 
with local jurisdictions leading up to the decennial Census on several technical programs, including 
the Block Boundary Suggestion Program and the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA). These 
programs ensure that the Census Bureau can collect and process the data it collects.

The LUCA program is one of the most significant efforts that affects the quality of the Census. A 
comprehensive list of addresses is necessary to ensure that Census enumerators can count everyone.



Leading up to the 2010 Census, the City of Los Angeles was able to identify over 700,000 new 
addresses, of which more 400,000 were accepted by the Census Bureau. The effect was that the 
City ’ s housing unit count in 2010 was one of the most complete in the nation. Preparation for LUCA 
begins in 2017 and the actual work efforts are completed in 2018.

In preparation for Census 2020, it is essential that the State of California provide resources for local 
jurisdictions as they respond immediately to the Census Bureau’s technical programs, such as 
LUCA. In addition, cities and counties will need to begin developing Complete Count Committees 
and develop outreach and education programs to ensure that everyone in California is counted.

One of the most significant limitations in the past has been that the allocation of State funds to 
conduct education and outreach programs has arrived late. It is essential that State funds be available 
so that local Complete Count programs can be fully developed and deployed well in advance of the 
April 1, 2020 count day. An effective outreach program would require staff to develop programs, 
seek contractors, design and print written materials, and develop broadcast and web programs. A 
sufficient amount of time is necessary to ensure that these materials can be prepared and distributed.

The State has the opportunity to provide leadership in coordinating and promoting effective 
responses by local governments to the Census Bureau’s technical programs.

c

Jo™ Wickham 
legislative Analyst

Attachment: Resolution



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Decennial Census (Census) is one of the most important events in the 
American political process as it determines representation of the people in Washington and 
distribution of billions of dollars in federal and State funding; and

WHEREAS, it is essential that every person is counted in the Census to ensure fair political 
representation and distribution of funding; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of millions of dollars in federal, State, and local government funds are 
distributed based on population, affecting such City and County service as transportation, housing 
and homelessness, and health care; and

WHEREAS, the next Census will occur on April 1, 2020, and the U.S. Census Bureau has 
already begun extensive planning, technical preparation, and educational programming to ensure the 
next Census is successful; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles and the State of California have historically been 
undercounted and additional education and outreach efforts are necessary to ensure that every 
resident in the City and State are counted; and

WHEREAS, the State of California provided funding to local jurisdictions leading up to the 
2010 Census to support outreach efforts that encouraged participation in the 2010 Census, but such 
funding was not available in a timely manner; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary that the State of California initiate efforts to engage local 
governments in the 2020 process and provide funding in the coming fiscal year to ensure that local 
governments and State agencies can be responsive to advance technical programs and begin to 
prepare for the public outreach necessary to ensure a successful, fair, and accurate 2020 Census;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT or SPONSORSHIP of legislation to establish a State Census 2020 program and 
include funding in the 2017-2018 State Budget for local and State programs that provide technical 
program support and outreach and education for Census 2020.


