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Resolution (Koretz - Blumenfield) in Support of AB 1199 (Nazarian)SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Koretz - Blumenfield) to include in the City’s 
2017 - 2018 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1199 (Nazarian), which would require 
the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) to develop and implement 
training for peace officers regarding encounters with dogs.

SUMMARY
On April 26, 2017, a Resolution (Koretz - Blumenfield) was introduced to support of AB 1199, 
which would require POST to develop and implement training for peace officers regarding 
encounters with dogs. The Resolution states that over recent years, peace officer training has 
grown to include specialized circumstances such as appropriate ways to interface with individuals 
having behavioral health issues and that dealing with dogs should be included in peace officer 
training.

The Resolution states that AB 1199 would require peace officers to undergo training on how to 
quickly and safely respond to unexpected situations when encountering a dog. The Resolution 
further states that this legislation will give officers the tools to protect themselves as well as the 
lives of canine family members. The Resolution, therefore, seeks an official position of the City 
of Los Angeles to support AB 1199 (Nazarian), which would require POST to develop and 
implement training for peace officers regarding encounters with dogs, including but not limited to 
training on dog behavior, tactical considerations and best practices for dealing with dogs and safe 
handling of dogs.

BACKGROUND
Under current POST training standards, peace officers receive training regarding unusual 
occurrences, including some information related to animal control problems in general. In addition 
to mandatory training, POST provides voluntary materials related to encounters with dogs. AB 
1199 would establish more significant training requirements and require POST to develop a 
mandatory training program for officer encounters with dogs. This legislation provides that the 
training should include, but is not limited to the following:

• Understanding the behavior of dogs;
• Tactical considerations and best practices during encounters involving dogs; and
• Safe handling and appropriate use of force against dogs.
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This legislation would also require law enforcement officers who complete the basic course before 
January 1, 2019 to participate in supplementary training regarding dogs on or before January 1, 
2021.

According to proponents of this legislation, the current voluntary training does not go far enough, 
and that more robust training is needed. Advocates state that peace officers encounter dogs in 
approximately 39 percent of residential locations, as well as in various other aspects of policing, 
such as traffic stops. This puts officers who may not be trained to deal with dogs into situations 
that can result in the dog being shot. Proponents believe that training on strategies and tactics for 
dealing with dogs will reduce the incidences of dogs being shot by officers, and increase safety for 
peace officers, bystanders and pets. AB 1199’s requirements would ensure that officers are trained 
and educated about how to deal with dogs, and help reduce the number of dog shootings by peace 
officers in the State. This legislation is supported by a variety of animal rights groups, as well as 
by the Los Angeles Police Protective League and the Association for Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
Police Department

BILL STATUS
Bill introduced
Referred to the Assembly Committee on Public Safety 
From committee: do pass (6-1) and re-referred to the Assembly 
Committee on Appropriations
In committee: Set, first hearing. Referred to Appropriations 
suspense file
In committee: Held under submission.
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Attachments: Resolution (Koretz - Blumenfield)
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or 
policies proposed or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must first 
have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor;
and

WHEREAS, over the years peace officer training has grown to include specialized circumstances such as 
appropriate ways to interface with individuals having behavioral health issues; and

WHEREAS, gaps in the training lead to needless deaths, and angry public outcry, so dealing with dogs 
should be included in such training; and

WHEREAS, AB 1199 (Nazarian) will provide training to California peace officers about how to both 
quickly and safely respond to unexpected situations when encountering a dog; and

WHEREAS, this invaluable training will give them the tools to protect themselves as well as the life of a 
treasured canine family member; and

WHEREAS, based on the experience of states such as Texas and Colorado, and other jurisdictions that 
have successfully mandated similar training, statistics for police-related dog deaths in California are 
expected to diminish if such training is implemented; and

WHEREAS, here in Los Angeles we are blessed to not suffer a rash of these incidents, but one is too 
many and additional training can help us move in the direction of zero not only here but everywhere in 
California.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT, with the concurrence of the Mayor, by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 State Legislative Program support 
for AB 1199.

PAUL KORETZ \J
PRESENTED BY:

Councilmember, Fifth District

SECONDED BY:
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