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Resolution (Martinez - Harris-Dawson) in Support of SB 784 (Galgiani)SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Martinez - Harris-Dawson) to include in the 
City’s 2017 - 2018 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for SB 784 (Galgiani), which would 
make it a misdemeanor for a person to intentionally distribute or disseminate any image of an 
identifiable person who may be in a state of full or partial undress, for the purpose of viewing the 
body of or the undergarments worn by that other person without that person’s consent or 
knowledge.

SUMMARY
On May 19, 2017, a Resolution (Martinez - Harris-Dawson) was introduced to support SB 784, 
which would make it a misdemeanor to distribute photos or images of another person in a partial 
or full state of undress without that person’s knowledge or consent. The Resolution states that 
under current law, it is a misdemeanor to take photographs or images of an individual when that 
person has a reasonable expectation of privacy in locations traditionally not open to view, but the 
law does not currently prohibit the distribution of those photos or images.

The Resolution states that social media is a rapidly expanding and evolving field, which has created 
new issues not addressed under current law. The Resolution further states that a major issue of 
concern related to social media is the sharing of photos or images of individuals fully or partially 
undressed without their knowledge or consent. The Resolution, therefore, seeks an official position 
of the City of Los Angeles to support SB 784 (Galgiani), which would make it a misdemeanor for 
a person to intentionally distribute or disseminate any image of an identifiable person who may be 
in a state of full or partial undress, for the purposes of viewing the body of or the undergarments 
worn by that person, without the other person’s consent or knowledge.

BACKGROUND
Under current law, it is a misdemeanor for any person who uses a concealed device to secretly 
videotape or record another person who is in a state of full or partial undress, for the purpose of 
viewing that person’s body or undergarments without consent while that person is in a bedroom, 
bathroom, changing room, fitting room, dressing room, or tanning booth, or the interior of any 
other area in which that other person has a reasonable expectation of privacy. However, current 
law does not address the distribution of these images, which has become a significant issue with 
the growth of social media over recent years.
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SB 784 would address this oversight, by making it a misdemeanor for an individual to intentionally 
distribute or disseminate any image of an identifiable person who may be in a state of Ml or partial 
undress, for the purposes of viewing the body of or the undergarments worn by that person, without 
the other person’s consent or knowledge.

This legislation is sponsored by the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office. The City Attorney states 
that SB 784 would add a critical provision to State law, and ensure that individuals who distribute 
illicit images they have taken will face additional consequences for their actions. This legislation 
is also supported by a variety of law enforcement, labor and advocacy organizations, including the 
California Police Chiefs Association, The Los Angeles Police Protective League and Crime 
Victims United of California.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
City Attorney’s Office

BILL STATUS
02/17/2017
03/09/2017
05/01/2017

Bill introduced
Referred to the Senate Committee on Public Safety
From committee: do pass as amended (7-0) and re-referred to the
Senate Committee on Appropriations
From committee: ordered to second reading pursuant to Senate 
Rule 28.8
Read third time. Passed in Senate (37-0). Ordered to the Assembly. 
In Assembly. Read first time.
Referred to the Assembly Committees on Public Safety and 
Privacy & Consumer Protection.

05/15/2017

05/22/2017
05/23/2013
06/01/2017

Joshua W. Drake 
Analyst
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Attachments: Resolution (Martinez - Harris-Dawson)
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RESOLUTIONS HU wfciiiii8tf$ BE ill ftehi i

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, social media is rapidly evolving and expanding, which has created various 
new issues that are not addressed by current state law; and

WHEREAS, one major issue that has arisen due in part to social media is the sharing of 
photos or images of individuals in various states of undress without their consent; and

WHEREAS, under current law, it is a misdemeanor to take photographs or images of an 
individual when that person has a reasonable expectation of privacy in locations traditionally not 
open to view; and

WHEREAS, while current law prohibits taking photos or images of individuals in a 
situation where they have a reasonable expectation of privacy, current law does not prohibit the 
distribution of those images or photos; and

WHEREAS, SB 784 (Galgiani) would address this issue, and make it a misdemeanor for 
an individual to distribute photos or images of another person in a partial or full state of undress 
without the other person’s consent; and

WHEREAS, SB 784 would further authorize an additional fine of $1,000 if the person 
guilty of taking the photo or video has been convicted of invading another person’s privacy by 
taking photographs surreptitiously and then distributing them; and

WHEREAS, this legislation, which is sponsored by the City Attorney, would advance the 
protection of privacy to cover new issues created by the modem social media landscape;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017 - 2018 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for SB 784 (Galgiani), which would make it a misdemeanor for a 
person to intentionally distribute or disseminate any image of an identifiable person who may he 
in a state of full or partial undress, for the purposes of viewing the body of or the undergarments 
worn by that other person, without the other person’s consent or knowledge.

PRESENTED BY:
NURY MARTINEZ 
•Ccuncilmember, 6th Distrii

SECONDED BY:NAY 1 9 2817
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