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Resolution (Blumenfield - Englander) in support of AB 1393 (Friedman)SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Blumenfield - Englander) to include in the 
City’s 2017 - 2018 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1393 (Friedman), which would 
require that a vehicle be impounded for 30 days at the owner’s expense if the registered owner is 
convicted of reckless driving or of engaging in a speed contest while operating the vehicle.

SUMMARY
AB 1393 (Friedman) would modify the Vehicle Code to allow for a vehicle to be impounded for 
30 days at the registered owner’s expense if the owner is convicted of reckless driving or of 
engaging in a speed contest while operating the vehicle. The Resolution states that street racing 
remains a significant issue within the City and that current law often allows individuals convicted 
of engaging in a speed contest or reckless driving to retrieve their vehicles from impound soon 
after the incident; such actions fail to serve as an effective deterrent.

The Resolution states that AB 1393 would enhance penalties for this type of behavior and act as a 
more effective deterrent against reckless driving or illegal street racing. The Resolution also states 
that AB 1393 would authorize local jurisdictions to issue a notice to correct any illegal mechanical 
or safety modifications to the impounded vehicle. The owner would be required to correct the 
issues within 30 days of retrieving their vehicle from the impound. The Resolution seeks an official 
position of the City to support AB 1393.

BACKGROUND
Street racing and reckless driving have been significant problems in the City for decades. Over the 
years, the Police Department (LAPD) has consistently participated in task forces with other 
jurisdictions to disrupt street racing networks and arrest individuals involved in these races. 
Despite this, such crimes continue to occur in the City.

The City Council has historically supported the impounding of vehicles to deter certain activities. 
On May 16, 2017, Council approved a Resolution (Englander - Buscaino, Council File No. 17- 
0002-S7) to support and/or sponsor legislation allowing local jurisdictions to impound, seize, 
auction, or destroy vehicles involved in serious hit-and-run crimes, street racing, exhibitions of 
speed, or reckless driving. On April 21,2017, Council approved a Resolution (Martinez - Harris- 
Dawson, Council File No. 17-0002-S44) supporting AB 1206 (Bocanegra), which would allow 
the City to conduct a pilot program in which law enforcement officers may impound a vehicle used 
in the commission or attempted commission of pimping, pandering, or solicitation of prostitution.



In 2015, Council approved a Resolution (Martinez - Buscaino, Council File No. 15-0002-S75) 
supporting legislation similar to AB 1206.

Under current law, the State of California extensively regulates vehicles on public roads, and local 
governments are preempted from enacting their own regulation of vehicles in areas where the State 
has already enacted laws. Under Vehicle Code § 23109, a police officer may impound a vehicle 
for a maximum of 30 days when a person is arrested for street racing or a speed contest. 
Furthermore, the court may impound a vehicle for a maximum of 30 days upon conviction of a 
speed contest.

This bill proposes several changes to the Vehicle Code. It would allow, but does not require, courts 
to impound a vehicle for 30 days if the vehicle’s registered owner is convicted of reckless driving 
for the first time. For any subsequent offenses, it mandates the vehicle be impounded for 30 days. 
It also allows for courts to waive this requirement in the event it will create financial hardship on 

The registered owner’s family. The bill also provides local jurisdictions an additional tool in 
combating speed racing by authorizing a locality to issue a notice to correct for a violation of a 
mechanical or safety requirement and require that the correction be made within 30 days of the 
vehicle being released from impound.

Governor Brown previously vetoed similar legislation in 2015, arguing that the bill’s mandatory 
30-day vehicle impound for any case would “supplant sound judicial discretion with robotic and 
abstract justice.” AB 1393 attempts to address the governor’s concerns by allowing a vehicle to be 
impounded 30 days for the first offense, but not requiring it. AB 1393 requires a 30 day impound 
only on the second and any subsequent offenses.

BILT STATUS
3/16/17
3/28/17

Referred to Committee on Transportation.
Passed Committee on Transportation (14-0). Referred to Committee on 
Appropriations.
Passed Committee on Appropriations (16-0). Ordered to Consent 
Calendar.
Passed Assembly (76-0). Ordered to Senate.
Referred to Committee on Transportation and Flousing and Committee on 
Public Safety.
Passed Committee on Transportation and Flousing (10-0). Re-referred to 
Committee on Public Safety.
Passed Committee on Public Safety (7-0). Re-referred to Committee on 
Appropriations.
Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
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5/18/17

6/21/17

7/12/17

8/22/17
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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, street racing and other exhibitions of speed on local streets continue to be a 
significant problem in the City of Los Angeles and other jurisdictions in California; and

WHEREAS, under current law, individuals found guilty of engaging in a speed contest or 
reckless driving can often retrieve their vehicle from impound soon after the incident; and

WHEREAS, current law does not act as an effective deterrent to this behavior, and local 
j uri sdictions are preempted by state law from enacting stricter penalties for street racing or reckless 
driving; and

WHEREAS, according to the United States Department of Justice, impounding a vehicle 
used in street racing or reckless driving is an effective tool for deterring racing, as the cost of 
retrieving a vehicle is prohibitive to many, and it limits the driver’s ability to continue racing the 
vehicle; and

WHEREAS, AB 1393 (Friedman) would enhance penalties for this type of behavior, and 
require that a vehicle be impounded for 30 days if the vehicle’s owner has been convicted of 
reckless driving or an exhibition of speed; and

WHEREAS, AB 1393 would also authorize a local jurisdiction to issue a notice to correct 
any illegal mechanical or safety modifications, such as exhaust systems or tinted windows, with 
the owner required to correct these issues within 30 days of retrieving their vehicle from impound;
and

WHEREAS, AB 1393 gives local jurisdiction a valuable tool for combating street racing 
and reckless driving;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017 - 2018 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 1393 (Friedman), which would require that a vehicle be 
impounded for 30 days at the owner’s expense if the registered owner is convicted of reckless 
driving or of engaging in a speed contest while operating the vehicle.
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