MOTION

ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT, PARKS, AND RIVEF

In 2011 Los Angeles voters authorized Measure L which provided for a restoration of services at the Los Angeles
Public Library that were cut during the recession. As part of this restoration of services, funding was allocated to
provide security services at branches. During the most recent budget deliberations, an additional $489,200 for
increased library security was appropriated, bringing the total amount to $5.4 million for security services at library
facilities.
CF 17-0036 introduced in February of 2017 sought to address the increased number of reports about serious public
safety issues at various library facilities including drug use, indecent exposure, lewd acts in front of patrons and
staff, and threats being made to staff members.
Homelessness has reached epidemic proportions while several of our public facilities have suffered the
consequences. Many residents feel that recent city policy has had the unintended consequence of giving homeless
individuals priority within our public facilities over other constituents. Homelessness is an issue that requires a
multifaceted approach from multiple agencies, and it will take some time before the resources from Measure H and
HHH can make a significant impact. However, the City should ensure that the right to clean and safe public facilities
is never neglected.
Recent reports have highlighted the severity of the situation at public libraries. Library staff, residents and patrons
deserve to have safe and clean facilities to visit. No one should have to observe individuals doing drugs, having sex,
or engaging in lewd behavior while visiting one of our public library branches. Our library staff deserve to work in
an environment where their safety is not threatened. Activities such as these discourage patrons from accessing the
facilities and reduces people’s confidence that their children will be safe visiting our public libraries. In addition, it
puts stress on employees and creates negative work environments. We must figure out a way to return the facilities
to the communities and determine how we can ensure that everyone who visits a Los Angeles Public Library facility
feels safe and secure when they are on the premises.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Los Angeles Public Library be instructed to report in conjunction with LAPD
Security Services Division to the Arts, Parks, River and Entertainment Committee with a month to month analysis
of safety and security incidents reported and observed at library facilities for 2017. This report should include a
description of protocols for addressing safety issues at public libraries, branch by branch data on incidents reported,
as well as an analysis of whether the occurrences are becoming more severe in comparison to the previous six years.
I FURTHER MOVE that LAPD Security Services Division report on how the current security deployment plan can
be enhanced to address the escalating safety concerns at library facilities.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Los Angeles Public Library and LAPD be requested to report on recommendations to
make library facilities a safe and welcoming environment that puts staff and patrons first, including but not limited
to restricting loitering on library grounds as well as installation of security measures that library staff can access in
an emergency situation.
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