
PUBLIC SAFETY
MOTION

The City of Los Angeles maintains an incredible library system, with 72 branch libraries 
in addition to the Central Library in downtown. The Library Department serves millions of 
residents each year, and is an important asset for residents of all backgrounds in the City. While 
libraries remain a safe and welcoming environment for families, students, and others, there has 
been an increasing number of reports about serious public safety issues at various Library facilities. 
These acts include drug use, indecent exposure, lewd acts in front of patrons and staff, and threats 
being made to staff members. These acts are unacceptable, and can jeopardize the safety and 
security of those who work at or visit City libraries, as well as discourage the use of Library 
facilities.

The Library Department contracts with the Police Department (LAPD) for security services 
at its facilities. LAPD utilizes a mix of sworn officers and civilian security for the Central Library 
and branch libraries. Though incidents of lewd conduct, threats of violence and other illegal 
behavior are rare, more can be done to understand the scope of the problem and to address the 
issue, in order to ensure that our libraries remain open, safe and welcoming places for all residents 
and staff.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Library Department report on serious public safety issues 
occurring at the City’s libraries. The report should include data on the locations most affected by 
these types of acts, and an analysis on whether illegal acts have become more common over the 
last few years or have remained at constant levels.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Police Department (LAPD) report on the status of security at 
the City’s libraries, and on the status of contracts between LAPD and private security companies 
to provide security services to libraries in the City. This report should also include 
recommendations on ways to enhance security for patrons and staff of the City’s libraries.
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