
AD HQQ LtY\(Yn£j\r£Lf~[Of\

MOTION
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The documented and undocumented immigrant communities are in a heightened 
state of anxiety and fear given recent presidential campaign rhetoric. Protecting the due 
process rights of undocumented residents, including undocumented parents of minors who 
are American citizens, as well as Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) qualified 
individuals is an urgent priority, A significant portion of the local immigrant community may 
face civil detention or removal proceedings in immigration courts across the county. There 
is an urgent need that qualified legal representation be available to ensure fair treatment 
and due process. The leadership of the City of Los Angeles along with State and local 
governments, and philanthropic organizations recognize the urgent need to address the 
lack of quality legal representation. The recent announcement of the creation of a Los 
Angeles Justice Fund is an example of the forward thinking policy of our civic leadership

Through a partnership with the City of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles, the 
California Community Foundation, the Weingart Foundation, and the California 
Endowment, the Los Angeles Justice Fund will eventually provide up to $10 million dollars 
to fund quick legal representation via non-profit legal service organizations to 
undocumented individuals and families facing removal proceedings in Los Angeles 
County. The goal is for the City and County of Los Angeles to fund $5 million dollars and 
the philanthropic organizations to match this with an additional $5 million.

The demand for qualified immigrant legal services far outpaces the supply. The City 
of Los Angeles is committed to demonstrating that fair treatment and due process are at 
the core of all dealings on behalf of the immigrant community. Legal and immigrant service 
experts agree that individuals facing civil detention proceedings were five times more likely 
to have a successful outcome than those without legal representation. It is vital that the 
City identifies the most feasible way to fund this endeavor. The City Council seeks to work 
closely with the Mayor, City Attorney and departments to identify the source of funds and 
to provide recommendations on implementation to quickly and efficiently support the 
proposed Los Angeles Justice Fund, as administered by the California Community 
Foundation.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the City Administrative Officer 
(CAO), with assistance of the Office of the City Attorney, to identify and report in 30 days, 
on a $2 million City of Los Angeles contribution to the California Community Foundation for 
the proposed Los Angeles Justice Fund to provide qualified legal representation to 
immigrants at risk effacing deportation or removal proceedings who are otherwise unable 
to afford or access legal services.

I FURTHER MOVE that the report include recommendations for a source(s) of 
funds, draft terms of the agreement, City Controller instructions, and any other necessary 
instructions to effectuate the intent of this motion.
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GILBERT A. CEDILLO 
Councjlmember, 1st District
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