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To: The Honorable Members of the City Council

From: Richard H. Llewellyn, Jr., Interim City Administrative Officer

Reference: CLARIFICATON ON ELIGIBILITY LANGUAGE RELATED TO THE APPROVAL 
OF $2 MILLION FOR THE LOS ANGELES JUSTICE FUND IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, THE COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES, AND OTHER PHILANTROPIC ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE 
LEGAL SERVICES FUNDING FOR IMMIGRANTS

Subject: LOS ANGLES JUSTICE FUND

SUMMARY

On June 19, 2017 the Budget and Finance Committee considered the City Administrative 
Officer’s (CAO) report on the Los Angeles Justice Fund (LAJF). The Committee requested that 
the CAO, with the assistance of the City Attorney, report back to the City Council clarifying the 
criminal history exclusion language in the report. We believe that the recommendation below 
addresses the Committee’s request for an affirmative finding to a meritorious claim from a 
potential LAJF beneficiary that would justify the disregard of the exclusion language. In addition, 
we were asked to clarify and/or reconfirm the program reporting requirements and the question of 
legal liability to the City.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the City Council, subject to the approval of the Mayor:

1. AMEND the report language related to program eligibility based on criminal history to read 
as follows:

“Funds provided under a contract awarded pursuant to this section may not be used to 
provide legal services to an individual who has a final conviction for a violent felony, as 
defined in subdivision (c) of Section 667.5 of the Penal Code, and or a final conviction for 
Human Trafficking, Child Abuse, Domestic Violence, and/or Pimping. Except, if the legal 
services provider 1) determines that an individual with a final conviction for a crime listed
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above has a potentially meritorious claim for immigration relief or defense from removal, 
and 2) makes an affirmative finding of such potentially meritorious claim, then, the provider 
may allow that otherwise excluded person to access the services provided by the Los 
Angeles Justice Fund. This affirmative finding must be documented in writing and included 
as part of the program reporting requirements.”

2. AMEND the oversight and reporting section to include the following data in the program’s 
performance reports: fund expenditure breakdown on eligible and priority beneficiaries; 
client profiles; and program performance and results;

3. RECONFIRM that the City is not providing legal services under this program but rather 
providing funding to allow the California Community Foundation to contract with qualified 
legal services providers; and

4. RECONFIRM that no implication can be drawn that the City is undertaking any fiduciary 
duty or due care to the clients, any attorney client privilege, work product privilege, nor any 
of the trappings of representation arise, or can implicitly be assumed to arise from the fact 
that there is a Charter 1022 exemption.


