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SECTION 1. INTRODUCTION

On the evening of November 29, 2017, reports began coming into City data centers about odors 
and a possible gas leak at the intersection of Pico Boulevard and Overland Avenue. Many 
residents were alarmed and wanted information. Investigation revealed that the source of the 
smell was a spill of odorant. On December 5, 2017, the Los Angeles City Council issued a motion 
in response to the spill. The motion instructed the Petroleum Administrator to work with 
various City departments and outside governmental agencies to identify the size and cause of 
the spill, the chemicals involved in the odorant and the potential health impacts, ways to 
enclose the system to prevent future spills and for the Emergency Management Department to 
establish effective and reliable public emergency information communication methods and 
tools. There was also a request to look into the feasibility of fenceline monitoring at drill sites.

A. Background

The Rancho Park Drill Site is located at 10460 West Pico Boulevard. The site, operated by the 
Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corporation, is located above the Cheviot Hills Oil Field within the City- 
owned golf course. The site generates between ~$128,000 to $294,000 in gross revenue to the 
City each year with an average of $200,629.68.

Figure 1. Gross Annual Revenue Rancho Park

Gross Annual Revenue 
Recreation and Parks Received from

Year

Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corporation
$294,111.222014
$134,599.382015
$128,106.362016
$158,890.572017
$210,279.74*2018
$277,790.83*2019

$1,203,778.10*Total
*= Calculated, later part of 2018 and 2019 checks are grouped together

For more revenue details see Attachment 1: Revenue from the Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corporation 
to Recreation and Parks.

The Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) operates equipment at this oil and gas facility 
to odorize the natural gas produced there before it enters the natural gas pipeline system. 
Odorant is added as a safety precaution to make natural gas (methane) detectable, since 
natural gas is odorless and colorless but dangerous being both explosive and flammable. The 
odorant used in this case is Mercaptan which has been used since the 1880s to give methane
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the distinct rotten egg odor. Two other drill site facilities, the Hillcrest Country Club and the 
West Pico Drill sites send gas to Rancho Park to be odorized (see Attachment 2: National 
Pipeline Safety Map - Rancho Park).

Figure 2. National Pipeline Safety Map - Rancho Park
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Drill sites in the Los Angeles area produce oil as well as natural gas and most sell the natural gas 
to SoCalGas, the primary operator of natural gas transmission facilities within the City of Los 
Angeles. The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) regulates the transmission of natural 
gas under the State guidelines set forth by General Order 112D.

B. The Incident

Around 9 pm on November 29, 2017, Council District 5 (CD5) residents surrounding the Rancho 
Park golf course began complaining of a strong and noxious odor. Reports of the source of the 
odor were confusing as the smell spread across a four-square mile area in West Los Angeles.

Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corporation crews found that the odor originated from behind a fenced 
and locked area containing Southern California Gas (SoCalGas) odorant tank equipment located 
on the Rancho Park Drill Site.

According to a California Office of Emergency Services (CALOES) report, SoCalGas investigated 
and found the source of the smell was "a pump failure on an odorant tank, which caused the 
material to release into a secondary containment unit." SoCalGas halted the release, conducted
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temporary repairs and waited for the smell to dissipate. SoCalGas has reported publicly that the 
odorant is harmless. Even so, residents near the spill have complained about nausea and 
headaches. Nearby schools closed (Overland Elementary) or kept their students inside out of an 
abundance of caution. Three schools, Temple Isaiah Preschool, Le Lycee Francais de Los Angeles 
and St. Timothy School, are located within a 1,500-foot radius of the facility (see Figure 3. Also 
see Attachment 3: Rancho Park Drill Site Map). Schools and day care facilities are recognized as 
sensitive receptors. These are areas where the occupants are more susceptible to the adverse 
effects of exposure to toxic chemicals and other pollutants and extra care must be taken. In 
addition, concerns were raised for the health of first responders and workers cleaning up the 
spill.

Figure 3. Rancho Park Drill Site Map
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Additionally, affected CD5 residents have expressed concern that, particularly in an age of 
Twitter and instant information, there was no effective way to find out information about what 
was going on in real time and to know when the situation was resolved.

4



SECTION 2. INCIDENT INVESTIGATION

On Wednesday November 29, 2017, around 9:10 pm reports began coming in about a possible 
gas leak at the intersection of Pico Boulevard and Overland Avenue. The Southern California 
Gas Company (SoCalGas) sent crews to investigate and the Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) 
also responded. Local residents were advised to close their doors and windows until the source 
could be identified. Cheviot Hills, Rancho Park and Palms were among the areas where the odor 
was strong. There was a large amount of confusion and concern related to the odor and many 
residents were alarmed and wanted information.

On November 30, 2017, SoCalGas determined that the strong gas odor that was detected 
across a large portion of the Westside for hours was not a gas leak but resulted from a spill of a 
gas odorant from a tank at Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corp (HBOC), at 10460 West Pico Boulevard. The 
cause of the leak was due to a pump failure on the odorant tank. The following is a 
reconstructed chain of events.

A. Incident Timeline:

• 11-29-2017 20:20 (8:20 pm): Notification made to California Office of Emergency Services 
(CALOES)- "Reporting Party (RP) states, spill was due to a pump failure on an odorant tank, 
which caused the material to release into a secondary containment unit. This is a continuous 
release with no estimated time of stopping" (See Attachment 4: CALOES Reports)

• 11-29-2017 21:00 (9:00 pm): A large volume of public reports began coming in about a 
possible gas leak in the intersection of Pico Boulevard and Overland Avenue. There were an 
estimated ~200 Tweets, 1,800 messages to SoCalGas, numerous LAFD and 911 calls, and a 
new hashtag was created #Westsidegasleak

• 11-29-2017 21:10 (9:10 pm): SoCalGas crews responded to reports of area odors in the 
Cheviot Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles.

• 11-29-2017 21:10 (9:10 pm): SoCalGas also received reports of the odor from an 
independent oil and natural gas production facility, E&B Natural Resources (E&B) located in 
the same area.

• 11-29-2017 21:42 (9:42 pm): The SoCalGas Pipeline Safety & Compliance Department 
reported the incident to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) because the 
incident met the CPUC's "public attention" reporting requirement. At that time, the source 
of area odor was unconfirmed.

• 11-29-2017 23:25 (11:25 pm): The Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) issued a Tweet 
@LAFDtalk- "@LAFD has received several calls regarding the smell of gas which is suspected 
to originate in Culver City. @SoCalGas has notified us of the investigation. Please direct 
add'l questions to So Cal Gas and contact 911 of you need medical assistance."

• 11-29-2017 23:50 (11:50 pm): SoCalGas crews confirmed an odorant spill from equipment 
operated by SoCalGas at the E&B production facility. SoCalGas operates equipment at the 
oil and gas facility that odorizes the natural gas produced there before it enters SoCalGas'
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pipeline system. Because natural gas is odorless, a distinctive odor is added to it as a safety 
precaution so most people can easily notice its presence.

• 11-30-2017 0:15 (12:15 am): SoCalGas notified the California OES, the LAFD as the Certified 
Unified Program Agency (CUPA) and the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD).

• 11-30-2017 0:30 (12:30 am): SoCalGas media and public information department provided 
an update on the cause of the odors to several television stations, radio stations and 
newspapers. During these initial reports there was some confusion about where exactly, 
within the E&B facility, the odorant spill had occurred. SoCalGas reported that the odors 
were caused by a spill of odorant.

• 11-30-2017 0:43 (12:43 am): Revised Notification made to CALOES- "Per the caller: The 
release was shut off completely and they are just waiting for the odor to dissipate"

• 11-30-2017 9:00 (9:00 am): The LAFD worked to calm the public and issued an Advisory 
#Advisory; 9:00AM; West Los Angeles; #CheviotHills; The LAFD was dispatched to over 20 
"Leaking Natural Gas" incidents near the Pico & Overland area of West Los Angeles 
yesterday evening and this morning. Firefighters investigated the locations, determined 
there was no gas leak, and ensured safety. There were no patients requiring medical 
transports from these incidents. So Cal Gas determined the source of the odor at Pico & 
Overland was a spill of natural gas odorant at a third-party facility. The spill has been 
cleaned up and any residual odor is expected to dissipate soon; FS 62; Batt4; #WestBureau; 
Council District 11; Erik Scott

• 11-30-2017 11:33 (11:33 am): Revised Notification made to CALOES- "RP States: The flow of 
odorant was halted and repairs were made. The facility is offline until permanent repairs 
can be made."

• 11-30-2017 morning SoCalGas provided additional information to public agencies and the 
media clarifying that the spill appeared to originate from the SoCalGas equipment operated 
at the E&B facility. Those updates also addressed concerns about public health that were 
raised on social media.

• SoCalGas sent a Tweet on 11-30-2017 @socalgas "Cheviot Hills Update: the source of the 
odor at Pico & Overland was a spill of natural gas odorant at a third-party facility. There was 
no gas leak. The spill has been cleaned up & any residual odor is expected to dissipate 
soon." (See Attachment 5: SoCalGas Tweet)

• 12-01-2017 11:34 (11:34 am): Revised Notification made to CALOES - "Caller: One resident 
still smells the odor. Reporting Party has responded on scene but could not smell any 
odorant and concerned about the environment in the neighborhood."

• 12-04-2017: SCAQMD issued a notice of violation (P61740) to So Cal Gas Co. for Rule 402, a 
nuisance violation. Description of violation: A person shall not discharge from any source 
whatsoever such quantities of air contaminants or other materials which cause injury, 
detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, 
or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any such persons or the public, 
or which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause injury or damage to business or 
property. Equipment Description: YZ Industries natural gas odorant storage equipment.
Rule 222 (See Attachment 6: AQMD-NOV).
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The case was closed on May 18, 2018 and the status is currently "In Compliance" per the 
SCAQMD Facility INformation Detail (F.I.N.D.) system. F.I.N.D. provides non-confidential 
facility information (such as maps, addresses, equipment lists, compliance status and 
emissions) organized by links to detailed pages.

See Attachment 7: SCAQMD Operating Parameters for Rule 222 Storage of Odorants for Natural 
Gas, Propane or Oil
See Attachment 8: SCAQMD SoCalGas Permit Registration for Storage of Odorants for Natural 
Gas, Propane or Oil at Rancho Park Drill Site
See Attachment 9: YZ Systems NJEX Odorization Systems Equipment Specification 
See Attachment 10: Chevron Phillips Sales Specification: SCENTINEL *T-50

B. LA City Council Concerns

In the December 5, 2017 City Council meeting, concerns from City Council primarily focused on 
the concern that SoCalGas emergency communication had not improved since the 2015 Aliso 
Canyon incident. No council offices were called until the next day. Council comments to 
SoCalGas included "You failed miserably" and "You are still not picking up the phone" as well as 
SoCalGas having a "Lack of information, communication, responsibility and ownership". 
Admonishments included "You must change, Period".

C. Size and Cause of Spill

On November 29, 2017, approximately 1-2 gallons of liquid odorant spilled from the pump unit 
and SoCalGas's analysis points to an internal valve failure that resulted in liquid odorant 
entering the pump's exhaust system.

D. Communication Updates from SoCalGas regarding the spill and equipment repairs

SoCalGas provided information to the Council Office and OPNGAS related to the spill and 
equipment repairs.

12.7.17 SoCal Gas Update

On Wednesday, November 29, SoCalGas crews responded to reports of odors in the Cheviot Hills 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Crews found and stopped a small spill of the odorant that is added to 
natural gas as a safety precaution.

Approximately 1-2 gallons of the odorant spilled at the E&B Natural Resources facility where SoCalGas 
operates equipment that odorizes the natural gas produced there before it enters SoCalGas' pipeline 
system. The smell of that odorant is unpleasant; however, public health officials have concluded that 
odors are not associated with long-term health effects.

SoCalGas acknowledges that providing clear and accurate information is critical to minimizing public 
concerns. We also recognize the need to provide information quickly to elected and community leaders 
who the public turn to for information in situations like this. We are also examining how we can improve
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our use of social media to more quickly broadcast information, especially late at night when traditional 
media coverage is not an option.

CAUSE AND REPAIRS:

SoCalGas continues to investigate the cause of the spill. However, we suspect it was an 
equipment failure on a pump system that led to the spill.
SoCalGas crews isolated the pump system from the odorant tank to prevent further leaks.
A third-party environmental company cleaned up the odorant and the clean-up was completed 
by approximately 11:30am on Thursday Nov. 30.
Out of an abundance of caution, SoCalGas crews collected a sample of the material for further 
analysis to confirm it contained only the odorant commonly used in natural gas. The results of 
that analysis are expected in the coming days.
To prevent this from happening again, SoCalGas will replace the pump system. A new system will 
take approximately 2 months to secure from the time of order. Natural gas will not flow into our 
system from this location until the repairs are made.

2.1.18 SoCal Gas Update: Cheviot Hills/Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corp (HBOC) Pump Equipment 
Replacement

From SoCal Gas:
SoCalGas is planning to replace a damaged pump unit at the HBOC oil and gas production facility in the 
Cheviot Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles. SoCalGas operates equipment at the facility, including the 
pump unit, that odorizes the natural gas produced there before it enters SoCalGas' pipeline system. 
Odorant is added as a safety precaution to make it detectable, since natural gas is odorless and colorless.

The new pump unit will have added safeguards to help prevent an incident like this from occurring in the 
future. We expect to receive the new pump from the manufacturer sometime in early April and install it 
shortly thereafter.

As an interim solution that will allow HBOC to safely resume operations, we plan to replace the damaged 
pump with a temporary unit from another facility. SoCalGas is working on a schedule to complete the 
interim replacement work. We will notify the Council, the appropriate state agencies, first responders, 
and members of the community before the replacement work begins. In addition, we will take 
precautions to minimize any odors during the work.
We do not anticipate that any odor will be noticeable to the community during this process. However, we 
encourage anyone who smells natural gas to call us immediately at 1-800-427-2200.

3.27.18 SoCal Gas Update: Cheviot Hills/HBOC Pump Equipment Replacement

From SoCal Gas:
On April 3, SoCalGas will begin a two-week project to replace and upgrade equipment at the HBOC oil 
and gas production facility in the Cheviot Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles.

SoCalGas operates equipment at the facility, including the pump unit, that odorizes the natural gas 
produced there before it enters SoCalGas' pipeline system. Odorant is added as a safety precaution to 
make it detectable, since natural gas is odorless and colorless.
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The new pump being installed is an upgraded model, containing an additional valve designed to help 
prevent odorant from escaping.

We will notify the Council, the appropriate state agencies, first responders, and members of the 
community before the replacement work begins. In addition, we will take precautions to minimize any 
odors during the work.

While we do not anticipate any odor will be noticeable to the community during this process, we 
encourage anyone who smells natural gas to call us immediately at 1-800-427-2200.

E. Prevent Future Spills

SoCalGas replaced the damaged equipment to prevent future spills. On April 3, 2018 SoCalGas 
began a two-week project to replace and upgrade equipment at the HBOC oil and gas 
production facility in the Cheviot Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles.

On April 10, 2018, SoCalGas installed the new odorant pump system. The replacement pump is 
an upgraded model, containing an additional valve designed to help prevent odorant from 
escaping in the future.

The following photos and figures provide an overview of the site and equipment involved in the 
incident obtained from a November 2017 LAFD CUPA inspection.
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Figure 4. Facility Overview Map from CUPA Business Plan
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Figure 5. Detailed Facility Site Map from CUPA Business Plan
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Figure 6. Photo of 60-gallon Odorant Tank 11-30-2017 
by Marcus Look, LAFD Industrial Hygienist
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Figure 7. Photo of Odorant Tank Enclosure 11-30-2017 
by Marcus Look, LAFD Industrial Hygienist
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See Attachment 11: Additional Site photos by Marcus Look, LAFD Industrial Hygienist
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SECTION 3. CHEMICALS INVOLVED

A. Chemicals

Since natural gas (methane) is odorless and colorless, but also explosive and flammable, the 
natural gas industry adds an odorant as a safety precaution to make it detectable. The great 
advantage of Mercaptans for industrial purposes is that they can be detected by most people in 
extremely small quantities, less than one part per million. The Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCalGas) uses two brands of gas odorant, Scentinel T-50 and CAPTAN 50, and both are 
Mercaptans. While the brand names are different, the chemical compositions are the same. The 
compositions of both are 48-52% tetrahydrothiophene and 48-52% tert-butyl mercaptan. The 
chemical abstracts service (CAS) registry numbers are like social security numbers for 
molecules. Each CAS number is unique to each molecule and if the registry number is the same, 
the molecule is the same.

• Scentinel T-50 (48-52% of each of the following)
a. t-Butyl Mercaptan 75-66-1 (aka tert-butyl mercaptan, 2-Propanethiol, 2- 

methylthiol)

Figure 8. Molecule CAS #75-66-1 
Registry Number: 75-66-1 
Formula: C^H^S

CH3
HS

H3C CH 3

b. Tetrahydrothiophene 110-01-0 (aka Thiophene, tetrahydro-)

Figure 9. Molecule CAS #110-01-0 
Registry Number: 110-01-0
Formula: C^FI^S

3 •

• CAPTAN 50 (48-52% of each of the following)
a. Tert-Butyl Mercaptan 75-66-1 (aka t-butyl mercaptan, 2-Propanethiol, 2- 

methylthiol)
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Figure 10. Molecule CAS #75-66-1 
Registry Number: 75-66-1 
Formula: C„H,jS

CH3

HS

H3C CH 3

b. Tetrahydrothiophene 110-01-0 (aka Thiophene, tetrahydro-)

Figure 11. Molecule CAS #110-01-0
Registry Number: 110-01-0
Formula: C^FI^S

S

Mercaptan is used for industrial purposes because it can be detected by most people in 
extremely small quantities, i.e. less than one part per million. This makes it an ideal additive to 
odorless gases and like natural gas, it is flammable.

B. Potential Health Impacts

Mercaptan is considered to be a moderate to strong irritant to the respiratory tract, skin and eyes 
(with burning sensation). The potential health effects of Mercaptan are listed below:

Figure 12. Summary of Mercaptan Health Impacts*

Route of Exposure Short Term Exposure Long Term Exposure
Inhalation Cough, irritation, dizziness, 

headache, nausea, 
drowsiness

Irritation

Skin Contact Irritation Dermatitis
Redness, irritation, tearingEye Contact Irritation

UnknownIngestion Nausea, vomiting
*From Safety Data Sheets and INCHEM The World Health Organization's International Programme on Chemical Safety 
(IPCS) Internationally Peer Reviewed Chemical Safety Information Tool 
(http://www.inchem.org/documents/icsc/icsc/eics0019.htm).

High exposure levels may lead to central nervous system (CNS) effects, including CNS depression, 
headache, nausea, weak pain, a sense of coldness in the extremities, unconsciousness and death. 
Overexposure may cause pulmonary edema. Repeated contact with this material to the skin may 
result in dermatitis. Inhalation may cause loss of smell. Ingestion of this material may cause 
nausea, vomiting, irritation to mouth, esophagus and stomach, potential CNS depression and 
unconsciousness.
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According to the Federal Occupational Safety Health Administration (OSHA), the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer and the National Toxicology Program, Mercaptan has no 
ingredient present at levels greater than or equal to 0.1% that is identified as a probable, possible 
or confirmed human carcinogen.

C. Mercaptan Safety Data Sheet

PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES
Mercaptan is stable at normal temperatures and pressure. Mercaptan should be kept out of 
water supplies and sewers and avoid heat, flames, sparks and other sources of ignition. 
Mercaptan is incompatible with oxidizing materials.

Scentinel T-50Captan 50
Liquid LiquidPHYSICAL STATE

ODOR Gassy water Pungent
Colorless ColorlessCOLOR
150-260.1 F (65.6-126.7 C) 145 F (63 C)BOILING POINT
<-60.0 F (<-51.1 C)FREEZING POINT:
3.25 psia @ 38 C 3.40 psi @ 38 CVAPOR PRESSURE:

VAPOR DENSITY (air=1): No data available3.1
SPECIFIC GRAVITY (water=1): No data available0.895

7.45 lbs/gal @ 15.6 C 903.5 g/lDENSITY:
100% >99%VOLATILITY
0.008 ppb (TERT-BUTYL 
MERCAPTAN)

No data availableODOR THRESHOLD

EXPOSURE LIMITS
75 ppm (recommended 8 hr(s) Time Weighted Average (TWA) (TERT-BUTYL MERCAPTAN) 
internal Occupational Exposure Limit based on acute toxicity data.)
25 ppm (recommended 8 hr(s) TWA (TETRAHYDROTHIOPHENE) internal Occupational Exposure 
Limit based on acute toxicity data.)

The hazardous ratings of Mercaptan under the Hazardous Material Identification System (HMIS) 
and National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) are listed below:

HMIS Rating (Scale 0-4)
Health =2, Fire = 3, Reactivity = 0 
NFPA Rating (Scale 0-4)
Health =2, Fire = 3, Reactivity = 0

See Attachment 12: Mercaptan -Safety Data Sheets
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SECTION 4. COMMUNICATION METHODS AND TOOLS
PUBLIC EMERGENCY MASS NOTIFICATION SYSTEMS

In the City of Los Angeles, Public Emergency Mass Notification System operation and activation 
is coordinated through the Emergency Management Department (EMD) in conjunction with the 
Los Angeles Police Department Communications Division. The EMD, in coordination with 
elected officials and other city departments, uses a variety of systems and strategies to 
disseminate emergency public information. These notification methods include:

• Social Media: Twitter (@ReadyLA, @NotifyLA), Facebook (City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Management Department) and Nextdoor

• Traditional Media (local and national media, television, radio, Channel 35)
• Department and City websites (lacity.org), LA City 3-1-1, and
• Press conferences

Additionally, EMD has the ability to use a mass notification system known as "NotifyLA". EMD 
uses the NotifyLA system to send SMS text, voice, and email alerts to members of the public 
who have registered to receive alerts.
The NotifyLA system can also send Wireless Emergency Messages (e.g. Amber Alerts) directly to 
cell phones within a geo-targeted area regardless of registration in the system. However, strict 
protocols and governance measures have been implemented to ensure the NotifyLA system 
remains as effective as possible.

System activation is limited to:
• Imminent Threat to Life or Property
• Disaster Notifications
• Evacuation Notices and/or Information
• Public Health Emergencies
• Other notifications to a defined community, as approved and deemed significant by the 

Emergency Management Department General Manager, Assistant General Manager, or 
Duty Officer.

The system will be used only when the public is being asked to take some action (e.g. evacuate, 
prepare to evacuate, shelter in place, boil tap water before drinking).

The EMD Emergency Mass Notification System Procedures are reviewed annually and after 
each use of the NotifyLA or Wireless Emergency Alerts Systems.

Nixle
Launched in 2007, Nixle provides an open communication forum that connect public safety, 
municipalities, schools, businesses and the communities they serve. Nixle enables real-time, 
two-way communication through text, email, voice messages, social media, and the Nixle 
mobile app.
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The Nixle notification system is relied on by over 8,000 agencies, fire and police departments, 
schools, hospitals and is now available in a business version. Organizations use Nixle for critical 
situations such as Severe Weather Events, Evacuations, Safety Hazards, Security Threats, 
Facilities Problems, Employee Notifications, and IT/Telecom Disruptions.

The City of Los Angeles maintains an alert system called NotifyLA; Los Angeles County has a 
similar system called Alert LA County. These systems are 'Opt-In' meaning that they require 
people and facilities to sign up for alerts which unfortunately reduces the effectiveness of 
reaching out to potentially impacted people or groups.

Traditional 911 databases do not have mobile and Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) numbers. 
It is estimated that 911 systems and Opt-in systems will only reach 20-30% of residents as 
currently approximately 55.2% of US Households mostly or only use mobile phones.

Everbridge
The Emergency Management Department (EMD) is currently using Everbridge after upgrading 
from Nixle. Everbridge is owned by the same company as Nixle, but has more capabilities.

Currently, only about 540,000 contacts have opted in to the system to receive text messages, 
phone calls, emails, or app notifications for emergency alerts through NotifyLA (LA City's public 
branding of the opt-in system). As of April 2020, thanks to an increase in resident opt-ins and 
data from some recently acquired contact databases, EMD is able to reach approximately 1.9 
million contacts across all data sets.

There aren't any system upgrades currently within Everbridge that would improve EMD's reach. 
There isn't a marketing budget for this system, so the only promotional opportunities are 
earned media or word of mouth. If anything, funding for a robust public awareness and 
outreach would be EMD's best option for improving the reach of the system.

Emergency Mass Notification System during the Oxidizer Incident
• The Wireless Emergency Alerts system was not activated on Nov 29 Or Nov 30
• The incident did not meet the System Activation Protocols.
• The incident was an odorant spill, not a natural gas leak.
• If it had been a natural gas leak, and the public was advised to evacuate or to shelter in 

place, and this system would have been activated.
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SECTION 5. DESIGNS TO ENCLOSE THE SYSTEM

SoCalGas investigated a potential enclosure but did not support enclosing the equipment 
because it is not designed to be installed and operated in an enclosed structure. Per SoCalGas, 
an enclosure could allow vapors to accumulate, potentially creating an unsafe condition for 
employees who enter the facility to perform periodic maintenance. The new pump installed on 
April 10, 2018 is an upgraded model, containing an additional valve designed to help prevent 
odorant from escaping.

SECTION 6. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY EQUIPMENT INVENTORY AND REPORT

According to SoCalGas, at the time of the incident, there were 5 active producers in the City of 
Los Angeles where SoCalGas operated odorizing equipment. Following the incident, SoCalGas 
inspected their other odorizing equipment and found no malfunctions. Furthermore, SoCalGas 
states that they operate and maintain their system for safety and reliability as an ongoing part 
of their normal operations.

In reviewing the SCAQMD and CUPA permits, five (5) odorant sites were confirmed, including 
the one at Rancho Park, and are listed below.

Figure 13. CUPA Permit Odorant Sites LA City

Drill Site Name Chemical
Name

City Zip CUPA Permit 
Number/ 
Facility ID

CERS ID Name Street Last Common
NameCode Submittal

On
10151423* Granada

Hills
Mission
Visco/O'Melveny
Park

SO CA GAS 
CO:DCOR 
OM3909

14747 N. San
Fernando
Road

91342 FA0032395

02/23/2018Rancho Park Los Angeles10151459 SO CA GAS 10460 W 
Pico Blvd

90064 FA0000032869 Mercaptans Gas
OdorantCO -

OM5721.
02/23/2018Broadway Drill 

Site
Los Angeles10151591 SO CA GAS 1325 S 

Broadway
90015 FA-000

032866
Mercaptans Gas

OdorantCO -
OM6004.

02/23/2018Murphy Los Angeles10411756 SO CA GAS 2126 W 
Adams Blvd

90018 FA-000
036432

Mercaptans Gas
OdorantCO -

OM6014.
02/23/2018Warren E&P Site Wilmington10623256 SO CA GAS - 

OM2439
625 E
Anaheim St #

90744 FA0039157 Mercaptans Gas
Odorant

B

*In 2018 this facility had less than the threshold quantity of hazmat, however a past chemical used on site was 
Mercaptan.
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Figure 14. SCAQMD Permit Odorant Sites LA City

Facility
Name

Equipment
Address

Permit
Number

Permit
Status

Equipment
Description

AQMD 
Facility ID

Issue Date

Rancho 
Park 

Drill Site

Natural Gas 
Odorizing Unit

10460 W. Pico 
Blvd. 1/23/143541 G29550 Active

SoCalGas
Distribution

Facility

Natural Gas 
Odorizing Unit

Constitution
Ave/Sepulveda 1/23/1443 G29549 Active

Broadway 
Drill Site

1325 S. Broadway Natural Gas 
Odorizing Unit

1/23/1418208 G29536 Active

814 W. 23rd St.SoCalGas
Distribution

Facility

Natural Gas 
Odorizing Unit9/29/017790 F44659 Inactive

Murphy 
Drill Site

2126 W. Adams 
Blvd.

Natural Gas 
Odorizing Unit

1/23/149480 G29537 Active

There are no records or disclosure of these pieces of equipment in the Planning or Zoning files. 
The odorant equipment is installed and controlled by SoCalGas, not the individual drill site 
operators and there is no requirement that would impose a duty on the operators to advise 
Planning of its existence. In general, anything that SoCalGas does is exempt from the City's 
zoning code as SoCalGas is regulated by the California Public Utilities Commission.

Pursuant to Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 12.22. A.2. "Public Utilities and Public Services 
- The provisions of this article shall not be so construed as to limit or interfere with the 
construction, installation, operation and maintenance for public utility purposes of water and 
gas pipes, mains and conduits, electric light and electric power transmission and distribution 
lines, telephone and telegraph lines, oil pipe lines, sewers and sewer mains, and incidental 
appurtenances. ;;

In addition, California Constitution Article XI, §7 specifically states "Authority to regulate public 
utilities, including utility infrastructure, has been expressly granted by the State Legislature to 
the California Public Utility Commission (CPUC). ;;

SECTION 7. FEASIBILTY OF FENCELINE MONITORING

The Office of Petroleum and Natural Gas Administration and Safety has looked into the 
feasibility of fenceline monitoring at oil and gas drill sites across the City.

The California Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM), formerly known as the Division 
of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), is California's regulatory entity for oil, gas, and 
geothermal production. According to CalGEM/DOGGR data in 2018, there are 1,116 (active, 
idle, and new) oil wells in the City of LA and there are currently 16 active drill sites (see Figure 
15).
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Figure 15. Los Angeles City Active Drill Site Locations

Address Oil Field# Name CD Current Operator

Warren E & P Site Warren E&P Wilmington Oil Field1 521-529 East 
Anaheim Street 
625 E Anaheim

CD 15

AllenCo , (Formerly St. 
James Oil)

814 W 23rd Street 
90007
800 West 23

AllenCo Energy Las Cienegas Oil Field2 CD 1

rd

Jefferson Drill Site 1349-1375 Jefferson Sentinel Peak 
Resources

Las Cienegas Oil Field3 CD 8
Blvd.

Murphy Drill Site 2126 W. Adams Sentinel Peak 
Resources

Las Cienegas Oil Field4 CD 10
Blvd.

Harbor City/Jouhgin Drill 23903 S Normandie Torrance Oil Field5 CD 15 Brea Canon
Site
Packard Drill Site 5729 W Pico Blvd 

5723 W Pico Blvd 
5717 W Pico Blvd 
5707 W Pico Blvd

Sentinel Peak 
Resources

Beverly Hills Oil Field6 CD 10

San Vicente Drill Site San Vicente and W. 
3rd St. 90048 
(100 -104SSan 
Vicente)

Sentinel Peak 
Resources

South Salt Lake Oil Field7 CD 5

West Pico Drill Site 
(Formerly
Pico/Doheny/Oakhurst)

9101 W Pico Blvd 
9165 West Pico

Pacific Coast Energy 
Company LP (formerly 
Breitburn)

Beverly Hills Oil Field8 CD 5

Hillcrest Country Club Hillcrest Beverly Oil 
Corp

Cheviot Hills Oil Field9 10000 West Pico CD 5

Rancho Park Drill Site Hillcrest Beverly Oil 
Corp

Cheviot Hills Oil Field10 10460 West Pico CD 5

Broadway Drill Site 155 West 14th Place 
1325 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, CA 
90015

Nasco Petroleum Downtown Los Angeles 
Oil Field

11 CD 14

Mission Visco Drill Site 
(O'Melveny Park)

Cascade Oil Field12 14737-47 San 
Fernando Rd.

CD 12 DCOR LLC

Echo Park Drill Site 
(McAlmond Site)

122 Belmont Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA

Los Angeles City Oil Field13 CD 13 PS125 Investments

Chaim Nathan/Eddie 
Bato

Filipino Town Drill Site 182 S. Alvarado St., 
Los Angeles, CA

Los Angeles City Oil Field14 CD 13

Harbor Gateway Drill Site 809 W. 125th Street, 
Los Angeles, CA 
90248

Rosecrans Oil Field15 CD 15 Garner Engineering
#1 Inc.

Harbor Gateway Drill Site 633 W. 135th Street, 
Los Angeles, CA 
90248

Cooper & Brain Inc. Rosecrans Oil Field16 CD 15
#2
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A fenceline monitoring program is at the periphery of a facility, consisting of a chemical 
analyzer station, an air sampling system (typically containing no less than four [4] sampling inlet 
points at site specific locations around a facility), and a meteorological weather station. 
Fenceline air monitoring systems are used to measure specific pollutants that cross the facility's 
fenceline in real time. A system should have the ability to monitor, record, and report air 
pollutant levels of multiple compounds.

As reported in the 2019 Oil and Gas Health Report back (CF-17-0447), both the Los Angeles 
County Health Department and Physicians, Scientists and Engineers for Healthy Energy (PSE) 
consultants (a multidisciplinary, non-profit research institute that studies the way energy 
production and use impact public health and the environment), recommended continuous real 
time fenceline monitoring systems at oil and gas drill sites across the City. A local monitoring 
program should continuously monitor and sample air emissions for each site in real time for 
methane, non-methane hydrocarbons, and hydrogen sulfide, and collect and evaluate species 
of non-methane hydrocarbons (including benzene) in canisters on a 12-day cycle. Prior to the 
adoption of a city wide program, subject matter expertise is needed from the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District (SCAQMD) to calibrate with existing technologies and avoid 
regulatory redundancy.

Currently there are two drill site fenceline monitoring systems in the City. One is at the idled 
AllenCo Drill site facility and the second is at the Rancho Park Drill site.

A. AllenCo Fenceline Monitoring

The AllenCo Drill site monitoring program was agreed upon in a 2016 court injunction to 
address concerns raised by community groups that live around the AllenCo oil production 
facility located at 814 West 23rd Street in the City of Los Angeles. The parties agreed to install a 
system that is operated by a third party Monitor. The Monitor is required to have relevant 
experience with air monitoring, regulation, compliance, and evaluation. The judgment also 
specified that the Monitor shall not have any financial ties to the operator beyond payment for 
duties as the Monitor. It's important to note the monitoring program is temporary and funded 
by the operator pursuant to the legal settlement agreement.

The AllenCo Judgment (see Attachment 13) specified the following sampling criteria:
• Methane (not an OSHA Air Contaminant);
• Total Non-Methane Hydrocarbons (not an OSHA Air Contaminant); and
• Hydrogen Sulfide

In addition, canister sampling every 12 days and grab samples as warranted for Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOCs):

• Benzene
• Toluene
• Ethylbenzene
• Trimethyl Benzene
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• Naphthalene
• Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (C5-C12 fraction - not an OSHA Air Contaminant)

While the system has been installed, it has yet to be utilized as the drill site has not been in 
operation since 2013. However, it does provide a baseline example of a system because there 
are no regulations or industry standards at this time for drill sites. In 2018, LA City Council took 
action on establishing a city wide fenceline air monitoring program as part of the Oil Well and 
Gas Facility Annual Compliance Checks program (CF-18-0203) which is under development by 
the Office of Petroleum and Natural Gas Administration and Safety.

Cost:
• Initial cost of the Fenceline Monitoring System at the AllenCo Energy- South LA Drill Site: 

$250,000, with $100,000 in annual maintenance. Larger and more complex sites would 
presumably be more costly; ~$400,000

• Estimated Overall Costs: $400,000 X 16 Drill sites= $6.4 Million initial installation cost 
and $1.6 Million annually in Operations and Maintenance.

B. Rancho Park Fenceline Monitoring

In a September 11, 2018 Letter to the Office of Zoning Administration related to a Plan Approval, 
Hillcrest Beverly Oil Corporation (HBOC) agreed to a condition requiring it to, within 6 months of 
the issuance of the Zoning Administrator's determination letter, install and begin operating a 
fenceline emissions monitoring system using commercially available equipment that provides 
continuous monitoring and data recording of quantities of specified pollutants in a manner to be 
approved by the Petroleum Administrator (see Attachment 14: Letter Alston & Bird to Office of 
Zoning Administration September 11, 2018).

HBOC purchased 2 monitors for the Rancho Park Drill site in the fourth Quarter of 2019. They 
were installed in the first quarter of 2020. The data is continuously measured in real time. 
The air monitors are capable of detecting the lower explosive limit and have photo ionization 
devices. The monitors measure hydrogen sulfide, methane and total volatile organic 
compounds (including benzene) in the parts per million range.

The system is still in testing phases as HBOC works to develop alerts and alarm protocols and 
does not currently have a public facing data display. HBOC plans to develop methods to share 
the data with the community and will look at the CARB SNAPS program and other similar air 
monitoring programs for display ideas.

C. Monitoring Options

The Office of Petroleum and Natural Gas Administration and Safety worked with Envirosuite (a 
technology company with roots in science, engineering and consulting) to discuss various 
monitoring options using the example of the Rancho Park Drill Site. (See Attachment 15: 
Solution Options for Fenceline Air Monitoring at Oil and Gas Drill Sites in the City of Los Angeles,
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Envirosuite). There are low, medium and high cost options for fenceline air monitoring. The cost 
is a factor of how quickly pollutants are to be detected (ranging from near real-time, 1-2 hours 
or 2 weeks) and to what degree of resolution in the type of chemical detected (Non-speciated 
or speciated). Onsite Gas Chromatographs and Mass Spectrometry devices are able to speciate 
(i.e. identify which types/species of molecules are present) any chemicals encountered, but are 
quite costly to purchase and require regular maintenance and calibration. A few options are 
discussed below: Option 1- Lower Cost Next Generation Sensors, Option 2 - Gas 
Chromatography or Optical Absorption Spectroscopy and Option 3 - An Air Monitoring Service.

Figure 16. Table from "Solution Options for Fenceline Air Monitoring at Oil and Gas Drill Sites in 
the City of Los Angeles" November 2019 Envirosuite, Matt Scholl

Diffusive Tubes Optical
Absorption

Spectroscopy
Real-time

Canisters Next-Gen
Sensors

Gas
Chromatography

Time Resolution 14 days 1-2 days Real-time 10-15 minutes

Continuous Semi continuousNo No Yes Yes

Sensitivity (tVOCs) < 0.5 ppb < 0.5 ppb 25 ppb <10 ppb 10-30 ppb

Sensitivity (Benzene) < 0.5 ppb < 0.5 ppb <10 ppb 10-30 ppb

Sensitivity (Methane) 60 ppb< 1 ppm < 1 ppm 10 ppm < 1 ppm

Speciation

Power Requirements

Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Low (Solar) Medium Medium

< $1,000 <$1,000 $5,000 $20,000 to 
$60,000

$30,000 to 
$60,000

Cost Range
(individual device cost)

Costs for installation and ongoing maintenance of monitoring equipment will be additional.Note:

Option 1 - Lower Cost Next Generation Sensors
(Realtime for most data, 2 weeks for VOCs)

The sensitivity of the sensors is adequate for monitoring locations that are close to the site, 
such as at the fenceline. These monitors would capture elevated concentrations of emissions 
from the site. The lower cost of each device enables a network of six or seven monitors to be 
set up and maintained in an ongoing monitoring network. The devices are solar powered and 
include onboard telecommunications for real-time data transfer, which provides the flexibility 
to adjust the network design as they are easy to move, if desired, after initial information is 
collected.

These types of monitors can be assembled to include an array of sensors that may include a 
subset of odor (E-nose ambient array); hydrogen sulfide (H2S), total volatile organic compounds 
(tVOC), ammonia (NH3) and methane (CH4), depending on the compounds of most concern.

The limitation of the lower cost next generation monitoring devices is that they cannot speciate 
tVOCs in real-time. In addition, the limit of detection for these sensors is higher than other
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more sophisticated methods, so the monitors may only register values when emissions are 
present, and they may indicate a below detection limit value when emissions are not generated 
or are at very low concentrations.

Options to supplement the lower cost sensors, include:
• Co-locating passive diffusive tubes at the monitoring locations for a set initial period, to 

gather 2-week time integrated samples to be speciated at a laboratory.
• Co-locating remotely activated stainless steel canisters at each monitoring location for a 

set initial period, where a trigger is set to take a grab sample when tVOCs hit a 
predetermined concentration. They would also need to be collected and to be speciated 
at a laboratory.

Costs
The total cost of this approach includes purchasing:
• Next generation monitoring devices, e.g. 6 monitors ($5,000 each = $30,000)
• A weather station ($7,000)
• Equipment Installation ($20,000)
• Annual equipment maintenance ($20,000)
• Periodic supplementary diffusive tube or canister campaign sampling ($1,000 each, 4 = 

$4,000)
• A data analysis platform ($120,000)

Total
$201,000 ($120,000 Software Platform, $42,000 Equipment, $40,000 Installation & 
Maintenance) Note: Fees do not include electricity, security and any required permits.

Option 2 - Gas Chromatography or Optical Absorption Spectroscopy
(Hourly data including VOCs)

If speciated VOC data is preferred on an ongoing basis, then the next option would be to select 
a Gas Chromatograph (GC) or Optical Absorption Spectroscopy monitor (e.g. Ultra Violet (UV) 
Differential Optical Absorption Spectroscopy (DOAS) and Extractive Fourier Transform-Infrared 
Spectroscopy (FTIR)) and install a manifold with multiple sampling points via lengths of sample 
tubing.

For this design the central monitoring device, would be installed at an appropriately secure 
location on the facility. This centralized monitoring device would draw a sample from six or 
eight different sample locations providing site-wide coverage at near real-time resolution and 
semi continuously from each monitoring point.

While the cost of the central monitoring device is individually higher than the next generation 
monitors, the solution design employs only one of these monitors. The solution is not 100% 
continuous, or real-time, since it must take the sample from each monitoring point 
consecutively, however; it would still provide at least hourly resolution data. The better
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sensitivity of these more sophisticated monitoring devices removes the need for supplementary 
passive sorbent tubes or canisters.

Costs
The total cost of this approach includes purchasing:
• The centralized monitoring device, e.g. GC, FTIR, UV-DOAS ($20,000 - $60,000)
• The weather station ($7,000)
• Equipment Installation ($20,000)
• Annual system maintenance ($20,000)
• Data analysis platform ($120,000)

Total
$187,000-$227,000 ($120,000 Software Platform, $27,000-$67,000 Equipment, $40,000 
Installation & Maintenance) Note: Fees do not include electricity, security and any required 
permits.

Option 3 - Air Monitoring Service
(Realtime data)

As opposed to buying and installing fixed equipment, an air monitoring service can visit the site 
and take detailed measurements via a mobile trailer with advanced monitoring equipment at 
different heights at regular intervals throughout the year. The price will depend on the 
frequency of monitoring.

An advantage to this approach is that it is based on the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency Other Test Methods 10 (US EPA OTM-10) for optical remote sensing for 
characterizing gaseous emissions from non-point pollutant sources and Compendium Method 
Toxic Organic-16 (US EPA TO-16) long-path open-path Fourier Transform-Infrared monitoring of 
atmospheric gases for the determination of toxic organic compounds in ambient air.
These are both US EPA official test methods, backed by science approved by the Federal 
Government and therefore legally defensible in a court of law.

This system uses Fourier Transform-Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR) to identify the molecules in 
real time. Several compounds can be detected simultaneously, quantified and located at 
extremely low detection limits with a backup of an automated real-time alerting mechanism, 
spectral validation and spatial analysis.

• Option I: One Month Measurement Period: One week Vertical Radical Plume Mapping 
(VRPM), based on US EPA OTM-10 and three weeks, two paths located downwind from the 
prevailing winds, based on US EPA TO-16. Cost: $90,000 one time •

• Option II: Quarterly Measurement Periods: One week VRPM, based on US EPA OTM-10, and 
three weeks, two paths located downwind from the prevailing winds, based on US EPA TO- 
16. Four months total, field measurements. Cost: $270,000 per year
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• Option III: Continuous Monitoring throughout the year: One week VRPM, per season, based 
on US EPA OTM-10, followed by, two paths located downwind from the prevailing winds, 
based on US EPA TO-16. Cost: $490,000 per year

Deliverables for each include:
• Web site interface with access to real time emission data
• Monthly Reports with concentration table and flux emission data
• Final Report with annual emission rate, based on actual measurements
• Recommendation for future measurement approach, to include compound list, 

measurement duration and technology
Fees do not include electricity, security and any required permits.

An idea for this service option is to start with the Option III Continuous Monitoring throughout 
the year as a way of establishing a baseline and once the emission profile is understood, scale 
down to quarterly or potentially one month of measurements.

D. Other Relevant Air Monitoring Efforts

To better characterize air quality in communities near oil and gas operations the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) launched the Study of Neighborhood Air near Petroleum Sources 
(SNAPS) and SCAQMD is implementing AB617, a law that focuses on reducing air pollution in 
disadvantaged communities, and conducted monitoring near drill sites; results from these 
efforts should be used to inform air monitoring policies.

1. Study of Neighborhood Air near Petroleum Sources (SNAPS)

The CARB developed SNAPS to study air quality in communities near oil and gas operations, 
particularly production facilities near disadvantaged neighborhoods.

As part of SNAPS, stationary and mobile trailers equipped with state-of-the-art monitoring 
technologies will be placed within selected communities in Los Angeles to determine air quality 
and measure toxic air contaminants, volatile organic compounds, particulate matter, heavy 
metals, and criteria pollutants. Two (2) of the statewide sites selected to participate in the 
program are located in the Los Angeles area: Baldwin Hills/Inglewood Oil Field and South Los 
Angeles/Las Cienegas Oil Field, which includes the Jefferson, Murphy, AllenCo, and 4th Avenue 
drill sites (see Attachment 16: SNAPS Fact Sheet). As of April 2020, monitoring in the City of Los 
Angeles is slated to begin in 2022.

2. Assembly Bill 617 (AB 617)

In response to the 2017 Assembly Bill 617 (AB 617), the CARB established the Community Air 
Protection Program (CAPP or Program). The program will conduct detailed air monitoring and 
risk assessments in disadvantaged communities. Based on this monitoring and risk assessment
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results, AB 617 authorizes CARB to require fenceline monitoring and Best Available Retrofit 
Control Technology (BARCT) on industrial sources (See Attachment 17 & 18: AB 617 Fact 
Sheets).

The Program's focus is to reduce exposure in communities most impacted by air pollution. 
SCAQMD is the air pollution control agency for all of Orange County and the urban portions of 
Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties. The SCAQMD recommended 3 Year 1 
communities: Wilmington/Carson/West Long Beach and East Los Angeles/ Boyle Heights and 
San Bernardino/Muscoy. All 3 were proposed for both monitoring and the Community Emission 
Reduction Program (CERP). On Sept 27, 2018 the CARB made selection of the initial 10 
communities statewide, which included both Wilmington/Carson/West Long Beach (WCWLB) 
and East Los Angeles/ Boyle Heights.

At the same time, CARB is already conducting an air monitoring program (SNAPS) immediately 
adjacent to oil and natural gas production facilities in select locations. These programs will 
validate the performance of existing emission controls, identify constituents and potential 
sources that affect community air quality, and identify measures that can improve air quality.

The AB 617 Community Steering Committees decided on specific monitoring locations and 
technology that is used in the AB617 communities. In July 2019, the AB617 Community 
Monitoring began and the Community Air Monitoring webpages and air quality maps were 
posted online. As part of this, SCAQMD conducted mobile monitoring of some drill sites. 
Elevated levels of benzene were consistently observed downwind of well sites within and near 
WCWLB. These mobile air surveys are ongoing. The data is displayed on the SCAQMD's AB 617 
Community Air Monitoring webpage (http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/about/initiatives/community- 
efforts/environmental-iustice/ab617-134/ab-617-community-air-monitoring). SCAQMD staff is 
currently developing other formats to display and provide monitoring information related to 
the various air quality priorities in the future.

The City should not begin a fenceline monitoring program without studying the results of these 
ongoing local oil and gas monitoring programs.

E. Feasibility

City Council direction is needed as there are many unknowns.

There are a number of drill sites in the City of Los Angeles that currently conduct odorizing 
operations including Hillcrest Country Club, Cardiff Tower, Rancho Park and West Pico. Would 
these other drill site locations also have fenceline air monitoring installed as part of this effort?

The cost of the system will depend on the purpose. Is the system to be used for emergency 
notifications, to identify leaks so the operator can make repairs, for the community specifically 
or for general public awareness?
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Other unknowns are who will pay for the system implementation, maintenance and associated 
costs, as well as who will have the authority to oversee the system and monitor for compliance 
and violations. Currently SCAQMD is the enforcement agency for air quality related violations of 
their rules however, although there are refinery fenceline monitoring rules (i.e. Rule 1180), 
there are no specific drill site fenceline air monitoring rules. CalGEM is the enforcement agency 
that conducts regular inspections of drill sites including auditing for leaks around equipment 
and infrastructure. CalGEM's jurisdiction extends to tanks, pumps, valves, compressors, safety 
systems, separators, manifolds and pipelines associated with oil and gas production and 
injections operations, but does not include specific fenceline air monitoring protocols.

Even if fenceline monitoring and maintenance is implemented and costs are borne by the drill 
site operators, the City may see additional financial impacts should City staff be tasked with 
monitoring the systems, analyzing the results and providing or coordinating enforcement 
efforts.

SECTION 8. REPORT RECCOMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the Los Angeles City Council, subject to the Mayor's approval:

REQUEST Southern California Gas Company to provide the City Council with a detailed 
report of the conditions and repair plans of all of its infrastructure, equipment, 
machinery, storage tanks and pipelines summarized in this report;

1.

REQUEST Southern California Gas Company to revise the Rancho Park Drill Site 
Hazardous Materials Business Plan emergency response plan with LAFD Certified Unified 
Program Agency (CUPA) to include better communication with the local first responders, 
the City, and the public;

2.

INSTRUCT the Emergency Management Department (EMD) to convene an Emergency 
Notification Taskforce to report back on the evaluation of current emergency 
notification systems, communication protocols, current resources, additional resources, 
and enhancements to the emergency notification systems at oil and gas drill sites across 
the City; include in the taskforce the Petroleum Administrator, Police, Fire, County 
Public Health and other relevant departments; and

3.

INSTRUCT the Petroleum Administrator to report back on revised emergency 
notification protocols at Rancho Park Drill Site; for the Operator and Southern California 
Gas Company to prevent delays in responding to emergencies, resolve accidents, gain 
access to onsite equipment and prevent future releases of spills onsite.

4.

INSTRUCT the Petroleum Administrator to work with the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD) in the development of any future Oil and Gas Drill site 
Fenceline Monitoring Rules.

5.

29



Disclaimer: If the scope of this request had been broader or additional items requested for 
evaluation, then the findings may have been different. There may also be additional records that 
were not accessible or available for consideration in this report.

If you have any questions, please call me at (213) 978-2679 or via email at 
Erica.Blyther@lacity.org.

Courtesy Copy:
Kevin James, President, Board of Public Works
Aura Garcia, Vice President, Board of Public Works
Dr. Fernando Campos, Executive Officer, Board of Public Works
Ted Jordan, City Attorney's Office
Tanea Ysaguirre, City Attorney's Office
Jennifer Tobkin, City Attorney's Office
Lisa Webber, Planning Department
Estineh Mailian, Interim Chief Zoning Administrator
Chief Hayden, LAFD Harbor Industrial
Royce Long, LAFD CUPA
Kathleen Hutton, Emergency Management Department
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