
File No. 17-0192

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to amending the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code (LAMC) to establish a 35 miles-per-hour speed limit for West Jefferson Boulevard 
between Culver and Lincoln Boulevards.

Recommendations for Council action, pursuant to Motion (Bonin - Buscaino):

1. REQUEST the City Attorney, working with tne Los Angeles Department of Transportation 
(LADOT), to prepare and present an Ordinance that would amend LAMC Section 80.81 
for the purpose of establishing a 35 miles-per-hour speed limit on West Jefferson 
Boulevard between Culver and Lincoln Boulevards.

2. DIRECT the Los Angeles Department of Transportation to:

a. Replace the existing 50 miles-per-hour speed limit signs with 35 mles-per-hour 
speed limit signs for the roadway segment described above in Recommendation 
No.1.

b. Conduct a new engineering and traffic survey for West Jefferson Boulevard between 
Culver and Lincoln Boulevards, following the implementation of new traffic calming 
measures, and to tnen report to Council with the recommendations of the new study.

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst 
has completed a financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted

Summary.

On February 22, 2017, your Committee considered a Motion (Bonin - Buscaino) relative to 
amending the LAMC to establish a 35 miles-per-hour speed limit for West Jefferson Boulevard 
between Culver and Lincoln Boulevards. According to the Motion, the LADOT is currently 
working on developing traffic calming measures for West Jefferson Boulevard between Culver 
and Lincoln Boulevards. The current 50 miles-per-hour speed limit, on-street parking by visitors 
to the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve, and frequent reduction in visibility as the result of 
fog, have created a need for physical design measures to encourage safer, more responsible 
driving and to potentially reduce traffic flow.

Based on the existing roadway conditions, an interim speed limit of 35 miles-per-hour has been 
suggested as a way of improving the 'evel of safety along this roadway segment until traffic 
calming measures can be implemented. The LADOT has indicated that a reduction of the speed 
limit to 35 miles-per-hour on this street segment would preclude the use of radar/laser for 
enforcement because the speed limit would not be supported by an engineering and traffic 
survey. The current engineering and traffic survey that is the basis for the current 50 miles-per- 
hour speea limit has expired, so the Los Angeles Police Department is currently unable to 
enforce with radar/laser.

After further consideration and having provided an opportunity for public comment, the



Committee moved to recommend approval of the recommendations contained in the Motion and 
detailed in the above recommendations. This matter is now submitted to Council for its 
consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

MEMBER VOTE
BONIN: YES
KORETZ: ABSENT
HUIZAR: ABSENT
MARTINEZ: YES 
RYU: YES
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