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In the aftermath of the tragic loss of 14 year old Elias Rodriguez on the afternoon of Friday February 17, 2017, 
the City of Los Angeles, along with its neighboring jurisdictions of the City of San Fernando and the County of 
Los Angeles, need to reassess and emphatically reemphasize the need for funding and improvements along the 
tributaries of the Los Angeles River that run from the Pacoima and Hansen Dams, to the Los Angeles River in 
Studio City. This unfortunate accident and death should have been prevented.

Especially within the neighborhoods of Pacoima, Sylmar, and the City of San Fernando, the safety problems 
along the Pacoima Wash are well documented. A quick search of the archives of the Los Angeles Times shows 
that children being swept into the tributaries of the Los Angeles River, and in particular the Pacoima Wash, 
have been a frequent occurrence for more than three decades, and the incident of February 17th was not the first 
death.

There is a tremendous need for upgrades to infrastructure throughout the neighborhoods that contain the dams, 
washes, and channels that lead from the Northeast San Fernando Valley to the Los Angeles River. Whether it’s 
the lack of accessible and pedestrian friendly sidewalks and bicycle paths on overcrossings, non-existent 
mobility paths separated from vehicular traffic, or inadequate fencing to separate the public from the washes 
and flood channels to ensure public safety, the City of Los Angeles and its neighbors must recognize the need to 
develop and implement a comprehensive plan that will ensure that Elias Rodriguez, and the multitude that came 
before him, will not be forgotten.

WE THEREFOR MOVE to INSTRUCT the Bureau of Engineering, with the assistance of the Bureau of 
Street Services, the Bureau of Sanitation, and the Department of Transportation, in coordination with the City of 
San Fernando, the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Army Corps, of Engineers, Caltrans, 
County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, State Senator Robert M. Hertzberg, State Assemblymember Raul Bocanegra, 
U.S. Representative Tony Cardenas, and Pacoima Beautiful, to report back within 90 days with an initial 
assessment of infrastructure improvements necessary to ensure public safety and the safety of children, as well 
as pedestrian and bicycle accessibility (particularly with respect to existing overcrossings) along the route that 
begins at the Pacoima Dam in the County of Los Angeles, continuing to the Lopez Dam in Sylmar, down 
through the Pacoima Wash in Pacoima, the East Canyon Channel in Arleta, and the Tujunga Wash (including 
beginning at Hansen Dam in Pacoima) through the Great Wall of Los Angeles at Los Angeles Valley College 
to where the Tujunga Wash meets the Los Angeles River in Studio City near the intersection of Colfax Avenue 
and Ventura Boulevard, as well as any other location where needed.

WE FURTHER MOVE to INSTRUCT the City Administrative Officer, with the assistance of the Mayor’s 
Office, to identify $2.5 million dollars in the 2017-18 Fiscal Year Budget to complete construction of the 
Pacoima Wash Vision Plan project from Bradley Avenue to Haddon Avenue in Council District 7.
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